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' INTRODUCTION 


Or the periods of the world’s history signalized by 
national aspiration and achievement, and at the same 
time fraught with a spiritual significance reflected in 
the mind of a master poet, the age of Aeschylus holds 
a foremost place together with the age of Shake- 
speare. Imagination bodied forth in poetry of the 
loftiest order found, alike in Hellas in the earlier 
part of the fifth century and in England under 
Elizabeth, its inspiration and ideal in the living © 
present. 

The life of the Greek dramatist fell upon times of 
external and internal unrest, times of vivid emotions, 
of joy and wonder and hope, when the Athenian as 
an individual first discovered himself, first surveyed 
the spectacle of life with intellectual interest and in 
self-reliance, and with high spirit and impassioned 
energy engaged in keen struggle for his personal and 
national existence in confident expectation of an 
adequate reward, and with an ever-present recog- 
nition of his obligations to the commonwealth. 
It was the age of expansion and aggrandize- 
ment, the age that witnessed events that proved 
the resolution and the valour of Athens when she 
cast aside her timidity under despotism. In the life- 
time of the poet Athens expelled the tyrant of the 
house of Peisistratus, reformed the constitution under 
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Cleisthenes so that it now enlisted the support of 
all her citizens, and established a polity ensuring to 
the State a free course to further self-development 
into a true democracy. In his lifetime too the city 
acquired a material strength entitling it to take 
a commanding part as an international power in 
the triumph of Greece over the despotic barbarism 
that for a generation had menaced it with 
annihilation of its political existence. In _ this 
triumph the countrymen of the poet had displayed 
heroic self-sacrifice and indomitable courage. And 
when the Persian peril had passed, and the 
possibility of the return of the arbitrary lawless- 
ness of tyranny was for ever removed, the later 
life of the poet witnessed the rebuilding of 
Athens, whose temples and homes had been razed 
by the invader, and at its close the beginning of 
those strongly conflicting currents of the older and 
the newer political life as the democracy was shaping 
its victorious course under the captainship of Pericles. 
In his youth the Athens of Aeschylus was a petty 
cantonal State ruled by the uncontrolled will of a 
despot; at his death, her citizens were warring 
simultaneously in Asia, in Egypt, in Cyprus; her 
fleet commanded the Aegean, and she was moving 
steadily toward an empire won and maintained by 
sea-power. 

Aeschylus is the only Athenian representative in 
literature of this age crowded with events of far- 
reaching importance both for the city-state, and for 
the larger world, an age represented in war and 
statesmanship by such giant figures as Miltiades, 
Themistocles, Aristeides, and Cimon; in painting, 
sculpture, and the ceramic art by Polygnotus, Myron, 
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and Brygus; each of whom had responded to the 
intense stimulus offered by his environment. Aes- 
chylus was not merely a spectator, he was a parti- 
cipant in the impulses and mighty movements of 
the period, and helped to make his times in a far 
different way than his contemporaries Simonides and 
Bacchylides. ven as Homer mirrors the conflicts of 
an earlier age in an art characterized by exuberant 
fancy and spontaneous feeling, so Aeschylus mirrors 
the second great period of Greek thought as he 
presents the more reflective spirit of Attic national 
life as it was engendered by the war in defence of 
national independence. 

Liberty, won by revolution, had awakened the 
Athenian people to self-consciousness and stimulated 
it to inaugurate self-government under freedom safe- 
guarded by law enacted by a sovereign people. 
Ideas of justice and the divine regulation of the world 
now acquired a significance hitherto unknown to a 
population largely agrarian. The barriers of that 
narrower, provincial world had now been swept 
away. Men, drawn together by external danger, 
experienced an impulse toward spiritual unity, 
heretofore unknown, and even an active sentiment of 
unanimity, which was soon however to be dissolved 
under the centrifugal influences of Greek politica] 
action. From. the transformation in the external 
world of polities and society, the defeat of barbarian 
insolence, the momentary unification of the defenders 
of the freedom of Greece, Aeschylus may well have 
been led to his conception of the evolution of man- 
kind, and of the gods themselves, proceeding from 
tyranny to liberty, from struggle to peace, from 
discord to harmouy. To the confusions of anarchy 
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and barbarism succeeds the equity that is the basis 
‘of law and order. 

But this transformation of the older Athens was 
scarcely more rapid or more profound than that of 
the tragic art under the hand of its true founder. 
The art of literature, as that of architecture and 
sculpture, displayed at this period a rapidity of 
evolution unequalled in history. 

Aeschylus exhibited his first play in 499, only 
thirty years after Peisistratus, who tempered tyranny 
with patronage of the arts, had established, as a public 
institution, the annual contest in tragedy at the 
festival of the City Dionysia. In this contest 
Thespis, reputed the first tragic poet, whose plays 
had heretofore been produced at village celebrations, 
won the prize. Aeschylus’ first victory was gained 
in 484, four years before the battle of Salamis, and 
from that date till his death in 456 he was the master 
tragic poet of his time. 

The art as he received it, we may conjecture in 
the absence of all remains, consisted almost exclus- 
ively of choral songs varied with interludes of narra- 
tive, together with some brief dialogue between the 
leader of the chorus and a character impersonated by 
a single actor, whose introduction was due to the 
genius of Thespis. Plot, in the later sense, genuine 
advance in the action, and character-drawing were 
absent. The art, as he left it, had well-nigh attained 
to its fullest capacity of original expression. From 
Homer and Hesiod and the Cyclic poets, from elegiac, 
iambic, and melic poetry, especially that of Stesichorus, 
from ancient books of sententious wisdom and the 
earlier and contemporary writers in prose who dealt 
with the traditionary myths, Aeschylus derived his 
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mythology and the fabric of his fables, into which he 
breathed the breath of his own spirit and through 
which he found expression for his own thought on 
things human and divine. More by virtue of his 
imagination, his moral and religious feeling, and his 
brooding thought than by virtue of his reason 
and his intellect, he fashioned heroic personages 
into dramatic characters charged with will and 
passion, and whose motives, deliberately conceived, 
impelled the action forward ; characters, even when 
individual, none the less contemporaneous with 
every age because typical of universal humanity. 
Greater, however, than the poet’s power to stamp his 
single persons with individuality is his ability to 
sweep a wider horizon and to depict the characters of 
whole families and even of a whole people. His 
interest is less in the individual than in the family 
or national group in whose fortunes the individual 
is involved. The poetic gift native in him, an 
Athenian, his contact with life at a period of stimu- 
lating political and social convulsion, when man had 
attained to a sense of his spiritual no less than his 
political liberty, could find expression only in an 
art, which, though but just created, voiced as no 
other the instinct of his age and race. That art 
alone possessed the power to reflect the collective 
spirit of the intensified life of a free commonwealth 
that had no counterpart in the society depicted by 
the great epic poet, whose story of war and adven- 
ture still commanded the admiration of vast assem- 
blies at the rival concourses of the rhapsodes. The 
myths, still darkly obscure from the twilight of 
their births, he refined in the light of the clarifying 
spirit of a faith based alike on reason and on piety. 
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In the myths and legends of the race he 
discovered an ethical and religious content: lhe 
transformed them into problems of human destiny 
or of the divine righteousness: Prometheus suffers, 
Io suffers, before our eyes; and instantly we are 
made to confront the question whether the lord of 
Olympus is a just god. He naturalized himself in - 
those high altitudes of thought and emotion whence 
he could survey the springs of good and evil, the 
mysterious agencies of the fate that makes man’s 
character its instrument, the relation of punishment 
to sin, the meaning of suffering, the dealings of God 
with man, and the essential unity of the divine 
purpose. With these lofty themes he dealt primarily 
as an artist not as a preacher ; and he discloses in- 
consistencies that forbid our ascribing to him any 
exclusive or deliberate philosophic or religious system 
of belief. Neither mystagogue nor philosopher 
moulded his spirit to mystery or dogma. Greater 
than his work was the man, greatest of his coevals, 
though the work is the distillation of a mind of 
spiritual grandeur, and burdened, in its ancient 
way, with the mystery of all the unintelligible 
world. 

Philosophy in Aeschylus’ day had ceased to be the 
province of the solitary searcher into the causes of 
things. Except when, as in the case of Pythagoras, 
religion was associated with physics, the Ionian 
thinkers included man in their speculations only in 
so far as he constituted a part of nature. Aeschylus 
found in man the centre of gravity of the world, in 
man, whose mind, experience, and action are impli- 
cated alike in his environment and in those far-off 
influences that descend to him from successive 
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generations of his ancestors. He had some inkling 
of the complexity of the causes underlying human 
events. He could, in the Prometheus at least, find 
the central germ for tragic action in motive developed 
pre-eminently from within. He has not indeed 
harmonized the discordant elements of life, but the 
keystone of his fully developed art is his recognition 
of the causal connexion of character, deed, and 
catastrophe. If he has less variety than Euripides 
and even than Sophocles, he sees life more as a 
unity than they. He related the eternal verities of 
the ancient wisdom of the race, the maxims of 
conventional ethics, to the life of man as it 
acts and suffers; and at the same time he dis- 
played the universality of their application in the 
personages of the heroic past. Step by step, and by 
repeated trials, availing himself of the more favour- 
able conditions in the State after the conclusion of 
the Persian war, he mastered the technique of his 
art, whose more mechanical (but none the less 
spiritual) forms, music and the dance, he developed 
to the highest perfection they enjoyed in connexion 
with ancient dramatic art. He gave to tragedy its 
directing principle in substituting for the choral the 
more vivid dramatic element, which alone could bring 
into high relief the impulse and the judgment 
inspiring human action. He created, it seems, the 
larger unities of trilogy and tetralogy, which, when 
formed of plays interconnected by the myth, each a 
drama comprising a complete action, yet itself only 
a part of a greater whole, embody the loftiest con- 
ceptions of Greek dramatic genius. To Aeschylus 
belongs in fact the distinction of shaping a nascent 
art into the grand form: dav 8 eipdvros epyov. He 
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abridged the effect of time in obliterating the work 
of his predecessors. His successors might work in 
the light of his achievements, their understanding 
and their imagination largely set in motion by his 
own. He owed the direction of his craftsmanship 
to none greater than himself. He was, in a word, 
the legislator of the tragedy of the world. He did 
not seek to make his art conform to the taste of the 
day but to ennoble that taste in the light of an 
ideal world. Scanning farther horizons he dedicated 
his work to Time, which his contemporary Pindar 
ealled the “lord of the immortals,” and “‘ the best 
protector of just men.” 

Aeschylus was born in 525-524 according to the 
tradition commonly accepted in antiquity, a tradition 
that may be approximately correct. His father 
was Euphorion, an Athenian of the deme Eleusis. 
Eleusis had originally been a petty State, the 
memory of whose independence had not been 
obliterated in the seventh century—if to this 
period may be referred the Homeric Hymn to 
Demeter, which records the reign there of a native 
king. The incorporation of the smaller into the 
larger community had been attended by religious 
sanctions dealing with the regulation of the Mysteries, 
to the initiation into which all men of Hellenic stock 
were bidden. At Eleusis there existed, until the 
fourth century at least, qualities of character and 
taste differentiating its population from that of the 
native Athenians. Euphorion was a member of 
the nobility and, as it seems, a man of affluence. 
By birth Aeschylus stood higher in the social scale 
than either Sophocles or Euripides. He recognizes 
the nobility of ancient lineage: ‘‘He that is nobly 
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born holds in high esteem the throne of Honour,” 
and he describes the possessor of ancient wealth 
as kind to his slaves. In his sympathy for common 
people he has more human tenderness than his 
aristocratic contemporary Pindar; an Athenian 
noble was, built after a different pattern than a 
Boeotian or a Dorian aristocrat. Despite his social 
position Aeschylus himself acted in his plays. Nor 
need this move our surprise. In his time the 
role of the dramatic poet was imperatively associated 
with that of the actor as it was with skill in music 
and the orchestric art, a combination of functions 
that did not impair the ability of its possessor to 
serve the commonwealth both in the Assembly and 
in the field. Nor was the gain slight for the youthful 
drama if poet was likewise actor. The actor must 
translate into informing sound and sight the creation 
of his other self. 

As an eupatrid! Aeschylus was a member of the 
ancient aristocracy, the creation of which legend 
referred to Theseus. The political privileges of 
those families, found in all the various gentes 
which were distinguished for wealth and power, 
had indeed been finally swept away by the reforms 
of Cleisthenes along with many of the old local rites 
in which they had borne a prominent part. Their 

1 The name is here applied as a general designation of 
the ‘* nobility ” and not as the name of a special family, the 
Eupatridae. This family (yévos), it may be remarked, was 
excluded from the cult of the Eumenides, the defenders of 
mother-right, apparently because of its connexion with 
Orestes, the champion of the father-right. It has been con- 
jectured that Orestes was regarded as the ancestor of the 
yévos and the first ‘‘ interpreter’ concerning the purification 


of suppliants in cases of murder. See Tépffer, ‘* Der 
eleusinische Priesteradel” in his Attische Genealogie. 
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social prestige, however, and their controlling 
influence in the formal conduct of religious offices 
in the state still existed for a century later. They 
had been connected with the introduction of the 
worship of Dionysus, and it is probable that recourse 
was had to them by men seeking purification from_ 
pollution because of blood-guiltiness.1 At Eleusis the 
eupatrid family of the Eumolpidae regulated the 
observance of the ritual of the Mysteries, furnished 
the hierophant for the festival, constituted the college 
of interpreters of the sacred law, and in certain cases 
formed the court to pronounce judgment in trials 
for impiety. Another eupatrid clan, the Ceryces, 
provided the priests of less importance, and, together 
with the Eumolpidae, had charge of the rites of 
initiation. To which of the several eupatrid families 
of Eleusis the poet belonged, is unknown; but his 
birth under the shadow of the famous sanctuary 
of purer religious aspiration ensured to his youth 
a period in which the subtler influence of the holy 
Mysteries of the Mother and the Maid might ger- 
minate and prepare him for his mission, not as a 
mystagogue, but as the religious teacher of his 
people through the medium of dramatic art. 

While the probability of this influence upon the 
growing poet may not be gainsaid, there neverthe- 
less remains the problem whether or not he was 
actually an initiate, and, if such, so conversant with 
the ritual in its completeness that he might not be 
unfamiliar with features which it would be sacrilege 
to divulge. Was it that his independence of current 
ethics and his tendeney to mythological heresies, 


1 Dorotheus in Athen. 410a (with O. Miiller’s correction 
of Ovyarpiddy to Hirarpidav). 
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of which the tragedies give ample evidence, was 
it that too close proximity to the shrine, caused him 
to feel no need of the Eleusinian consecration ? 
Aristotle, however, reports, and his authority is 
seemingly confirmed by Clement of Alexandria, that 
the poet, when charged with impiety for divulging 
certain features of the Mysteries, sought to exculpate 
himself on the plea that his error was due to in- 
advertence, since he had not observed that the 
matters in question were comprised within the 
secrets of their rites. Heracleides Ponticus, a disciple 
of Aristotle, supplies the (probably unauthentic) 
details that Aeschylus had nearly been put to death 
in the theatre but escaped only by taking refuge at 
the altar of Dionysus; and that, when brought to 
trial before the Areopagus, he was absolved chiefly 
because of his heroism at Marathon. But neither 
Heracleides nor Aelian, who also knows the precise 
circumstances of the affair, knows enough to name 
the piece or the matter of Aeschylus’ indiscretion. 
The specific matter of offence (as the title of the 
offending play or plays) was in fact unknown to 
the ancients; while their various conjectures and 
those of the moderns, especially the suggestion that 
the Eumenides furnished the occasion of the charge, 
lack plausibility. It is quite probable, in the absence 
of a sacerdotal caste, which safeguards but does not 
make theological belief, that the poet’s alleged 
profanation was concerned, not with any secret 
doctrines of a creed (the Eleusinian Mysteries were 
essentially not dogmatic, and Aristophanes did not 
scruple to reproduce their formulas with only slight 
alteration), but with some purely formal aspect of 
the dramatic symbolism regarded as sacred in the 
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rites. The crowd fastens rather on neglect of ritual 
than on theological heterodoxy. Aeschylus was 
indeed given to expressions of speculative theological 
opinion, but his orthodoxy, unlike that of Dante, 
seems not to have been involved. The fact of the 
accusation, however, remains though no poet of 
Greece was so profoundly permeated by a fervent 
religious spirit as was Aeschylus.1 Whatever the 
original application of the verses put by Aristophanes 
into the mouth of Aeschylus at the outset of his 
encounter with Euripides (Frogs, 886-887) in the 
lower world, the first, at least, we know to have 
been composed by the older poet, 


O thou that nourishedst my young soul, Demeter, 
Make thou me worthy of thy Mysteries. : 


Unless Aristophanes is guilty of the very fault 
with which literary biography as instituted by the 
Peripatetics has been charged—the attribution to . 
the personality of the poet of words wrested from a 
dramatic situation—it is tolerably evident that he 
regarded Aeschylus as an initiate. But whether 
or not he learned the holy rites of Demeter at 
his native home, it was not from Eleusis, but from 
Marathon and Salamis, that he received the con- 
secration that made him the expounder of the laws 
of God. 

As an Eleusinian the poet was open to the 
influences of the neighbouring Athens, where one 

1 Aeschylus was the first of the many ‘ enlightened” 
thinkers who were brought to court for their irreligion: 
Diagoras, Anaxagoras, Protagoras, Socrates, Stilpon, 
Aristotle, and Theodorus ; Andocides was tried for violation 


of the Mysteries. Euripides had to rewrite the beginning 
of his Wise Melanippe, 


Xviil 


INTRODUCTION 


part of the chief celebration of the Mysteries was 
held; and we may not underestimate the possible 
further stimulus given to his youthful imagination 
by the presence in Athens under Hipparchus, the 
son of Peisistratus, of men familiar with,.ancient 
hieratic poetry, oracle d the rites of expiation, 
at a time of spiritual Mrment when, under the 
influence of an uplifted religious and moral sense, 
men were striving to attain purity and relief from 
the consciousness of sin. The poet, whose works 
disclose few, if any, direct traces of the influence of 
the Mysteries of Eleusis, was undoubtedly con- 
versant with ideas derived from the Mysteries con- 
nected with the name of Orpheus and associated 
with the teachings of Pythagoras. Some of his 
references to the judgment and punishment after 
death of those guilty of crime in this world are 
derived in all probability from Orphic sources. 

An embattled poet, Aeschylus saw service at 
Marathon in the first great encounter with the 
Persian invaders ; and at Salamis he may have been 
one of the heavy-armed troops who, under the 
leadership of Aristeides, cut down the force stationed 
on the island of Psyttalea. Romance, in the desire . 
to heighten the fame of the soldier-poet, made him 
take part also at Artemisium and Plataea; and 
certain modern scholars, making much of the poet’s 
references to localities and knowledge of the cults 
of the north, would have him participate in the 
Thracian campaign of Cimon (who, in 476-475, 
reduced the fortress of Kion commanding the mouth 
of the Strymon), and perhaps in some of the expedi- 
tions to recover the settlements on the Thracian 
coasts that continued for several years. 
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Between 476 and 473 (the year before the Persians 
was produced) it is possible that the poet made his 
first visit to King Hiero. A friend of letters, and 
himself a judge of no little taste, that Sicilian prince 
had raised his court to such eminence that poets of 
the highest genius in the home country, Pindar, 
Simonides, and Bacchylidés, found it convenient to 
accept the hospitality and the douceurs of a patron 
than whom none knew better the art of exacting no 
subservience from those acclaimed in Greece as 
the sovereign artists of their times. Aeschylus’ 
first visit to the west may have been connected with 
the celebration incident to Hiero’s re-establishment 
in 476-475 of the city of Etna. In the Women of 
Etna, the poet, leaving the highways of Pan-Hellenic 
mythology, found in the ancient local cults of the 
Sicels divine warrant for the auguries of prosperity 
which he drew for the founders of the city at the 
base of the mountain, the eruption of which in 479- 
478 (or, according to Thucydides, in 476-475) inspired 
the famous passage in the Prometheus (347 ff.) and 
the still more splendid description in Pindar’s ode to 
Hiero. Aeschylus may have witnessed the eruption 

-in person, but his picture of the scene is less vivid 
than that of the lyric poet ; if he wrote the passage 
after a considerable interval, it may well be that he 
was deliberately entering the lists with Pindar, 
whose poem was composed in 470. Be that as it 
may, no one of his fellow-craftsmen at the Syracusan 
court might enter the lists with Aeschylus when he 
reproduced there the Persians, his battle-piece- 
already crowned with the first prize at Athens. 
Aeschylus now went to Sicily not to win fame but 
to receive the reward of fame. 
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Small wits regard the great only in the light of 
their own pettiness ; and Aeschylus’ quitting Greece 
for Sicily was constantly accounted for in antiquity 
on the score of his having tasted the root of bitter- 
ness because other poets, Simonides and Sophocles, 
were preferred to himself, or because he could not 
brook the spirit of the times. The fable that 
Aeschylus retired to Sicily because of vexation at 
his defeat at the hands of Sophocles is as trivial as 
it is absurd. In the very same year in which 
Sophocles was victorious (468), the older poet must 
have been in Athens composing his Oedipodea for 
the dramatic festival of the next year. The cause 
of his departure to Sicily in 458, after the production 
of the Orestea, still remains obscure. Much has been 
made of the possible discontent of the poet (con- 
servative, like other great artistic minds, in his 
political sympathies) at the growing influence of the 
party opposed to Cimon. The times may well have 
seemed out of joint to an Athenian of the days of 
Aristeides, and now taking the twilight view of 
life. A new and rash generation, lacking the old- 
time spirit of reverence, was forging to the front. 
Ephialtes, in conjunction with Pericles, had attacked 
the bulwark of the aristocracy, the Council of the 
Areopagus. The opposition, beginning with a move-" 
ment leading to the expulsion of some of the members 
of that ancient body on the charge of peculation, 
culminated in an assault on its wardenship of the 
laws and of the formal respect due the gods that 
left, as the only important function of the Council, 
its former jurisdiction in cases of murder (462). 
Pericles had carried a bill providing for payment of 
juries, and the archons had been given a dole for 
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daily maintenance. Political passion ran high. In 
461 or 460 Ephialtes had been murdered. Ostracism, 
which had removed Megacles, Xanthippus, Aris- 
teides, and Themistocles, now in 461 drove Cimon 
from the scene of party conflict. In the Ewmenides 
the poet, taking a position above the tumult of 
partisan ambitions, enforces his doctrine of reconcilia- 
tion. Loyally accepting the law that had transformed 
the character of the Areopagus, he urges in that 
play a cessation of the rancorous feud of factions, 
and enters his solemn protest against further innova- 
tions, doubtless with reference to the proposal (made 
in the very year of the Orestea) to admit to the 
archonship, and therewith to the Areopagus, members 
of the third property class. But if Aeschylus was less 
detached than Sophocles or Goethe from the things 
of the present, he may not fairly be charged with 
narrow partisan zeal at home. Salamis had 
already inspired him with Pan-Hellenic sympathies. 
Patriotism, national no less than cantonal, was, 
together with religious fervour, the inspiration of 
his genius. 

After all, though we cannot gainsay the possi- 
bility of the poet’s discontent with the course of 
events at home, Aeschylus was not likely to be a 
man, like some moderns, to quit his fatherland in 
disgust. Perhaps he had no profounder urgency 
than to arrange for the reproduction of his last 
trilogy. 

At Gela in Sicily the poet died in 456-455. The 
fine funeral epigram, which, in the spirit of the fifth 
century, discerns his distinction only in the citizen- 
soldier and not in the poet, was composed, in all 
probability, at Athens, and shortly after his death, 
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This tomb the dust of Aeschylus doth hide, 
Euphorion’s son, and fruitful Gela’s pride, 

_ How tried his valour Marathon may tell 
And long-haired Medes who know it all too well.2 


The recognition accorded the poet continued long 
after his death: the reproduction of his plays was 
ensured by ‘public enactment. His tragic genius 
passed, in some degree, to his son and to descendants 
of his sister. | 

The identification of a noble bust in the Capitoline 
Museum as that of Aeschylus rests on no surer 
foundation than the comparison, first made by 
Melchiorri, with a glass paste,2 which has been 
regarded either as allegorical, after the style of the 
Apotheosis of Homer, or as an allusion to the legend 
that the poet met his death by an eagle’s letting a 
tortoise fall upon his bald head in mistake for a 
rock—a legend that appropriately found a place in 
Sir Thomas Browne’s Vulgar and Common Errors. 
The Berlin gem may be modern, but the story of a 
tortoise thus having broken the skull of a bald- 
headed man was referred to by Democritus in the 
fifth century in his discussion of the relation of 
design to chance ; and in some fortuitous fashion it 
may have been fastened on Aeschylus, though other 
famous personages, such as Pheidias, Hippocrates, 
and Diogenes, also possessed the necessary physical 
qualification in question. 

1 Aisxtrov Evdoplwrvos ’A@nvaiov réd€ Kevder 
pena Karapbiwevov avpopbpao I'éXas* 
adkhy & ebddxiwov Mapaddvcov ddoos av etzroe 
kal Baduxarryjets Mijdos émitrdpevos. 


The translation given is Plumptre’s. 
* Now in Berlin: Furtwingler, Beschreibung der geschnit- 
tenen Steine in Berlin, 9628, 
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Aeschylus was, as Milton said of Spenser, “ a sage 
and serious poet.” If we must cast out of court 
any attempt to make the Capitoline bust disclose an 
intimation of the temperament, if not the character. 
of the man, his works betray some refraction of 
himself. They have the veritable accent of 
personality. The poet who conceived the Prome- 
theus and the Orestea must have been a man of 
infinite depth, whose soul was set on the great 
things of life—sempre il magnanimo si magnifice 
in suo cuore. A Puritan like Milton, we conceive 
him as a nature strongly virile ; stern, if not austere. 
holding himself aloof from common ways of thought ; 
setting a high estimate upon himself; not sullen. 
because he possessed humour ; he resembles Ezekiel. 
but the Hebrew prophet does not unbend as Aeschylus 
unbends. 

Aeschylus’ first play was produced in 499, his last 
in 458. In all he composed at least ninety tragedies 
and satyr plays, united, as a rule, in groups of four. 
The members of the tragic trilogy were not invari- 
ably connected in subject matter oreven held together 
by any ideal bond of the moral or spiritual inter- 
relation of mythical themes. The poet will not 
have failed to preserve his freedom of treatment 
even after he had created the dramatic cycle. The 
degrees of interconnexion may well have varied ; in 
the case of the Persians, which is interposed between 
dramas of legendary character, it is probable thal 
the free form of composition was deliberately pre- 
ferred. He won the first prize thirteen times and fon 
the first time only in 484, thus disproving the truth ot 
Joseph de Maistre’s saying: Qui n’a pas vaincu a 
trente ans, ne vaincra jamais. Seven piays, ex- 
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empted from the wrong of time, are all that remain. 
They represent a collection made some time after 
Christ, and not earlier than the second century. The 
Orestea was his most famous work, and its separate 
members were so closely connected that the preserva- 
tion of one seems to have entailed the preservation 
of the others. The Prometheus Bound was unique 
in subject and appealed to a sense of the marvellous. 
The Persians recorded a triumph of national patriot- 
ism ; the Seven against Thebes breathed the spirit of 
war. Possibly the beauty of its choral odes and their 
lofty religious tone protected the Suppliants from 
loss. More celebrated works than some of the 
survivors disappeared—habent sua fata libelli. If we 
have but little of the father of tragedy, that little 
is distinguished by a variety which is itself a charac- 
teristic of inventive powers of the highest order. 

In his earlier years, his competitors Choerilus, 
Pratinas, and Phrynichus stood higher in popular 
approval. His first victory was not won until after 
fifteen years of effort. Even in the period when he 
had become the foremost tragic poet at Athens he 
was stirred to emulate his rivals in fields already 
marked as their own. Phrynichus, who had realized 
the tragic possibilities of themes drawn from con- 
temporaneous history whose pathos might form a 
counterpart to that of the fall of Troy, and who 
had depicted the capture of Miletus, anticipated him 
in dramatizing the disaster of the Persians, the cata- 
strophe already effected before the opening of the 
play, and the scene relegated to the Orient ; whereas 
Aeschylus handled the theme with deeper psycho- 
logical insight, more telling effect and greater power 
to envisage the spirit of an entire nation. Phry- 
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nichus had, too, in all probability, preceded him in 
dealing with the myth of the Danaids. “ Poet is 
heir to poet, now as of yore.” 

Aeschylus’ chief formal innovations consist in the 
reduction of the réle of the chorus and above all in 
the addition of a second actor. This increase over 
the single actor of Thespis, in making possible the 
conflict of opposing wills, a more complete imper- 
sonation, and an organic advance in the action, 
stamps Aeschylus the true founder of the drama. 
Three persons (the coryphaeus included) were now 
available as speakers in a single scene. In the 
simpler plays the choral outweighs the dramatic 
element. In the Suppliants the chorus is the main 
figure, as it is to some extent in the Persians ; 
in the Orestea it has become a vital factor in 
the dramatic economy. The Suppliants is ancient 
tragedy still in swaddling-clothes, the Orestea is 
tragedy in its full maturity. The poet had not 
hesitated in his older years to recognize the signi- 
ficance of the introduction of the third actor by the 
young Sophocles, audacious at his first leap into 
fame. ‘It is ever a joy for the old to learn,” he 
said, pliant still when nearly seventy years of age. 
His later bettered his earlier work. His career is 
thus, at least in the sphere of dramatic craftsman- 
ship, the record of a steady development of a poetic 
faculty inspired by genius of the highest order, a 
development suggesting the analogy of the greatest 
of English dramatists, much of whose early work 
consisted in refurbishing the works of other play- 
wrights. 

For his fables Aeschylus had, as his chiefest source, 
the large treasure-house of the epic, a mass of heroic 
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poetry, in his age still associated with the author of 
the Ihad and Odyssey—poetry whose substance was 
the legends of the olden times, refined by the taste 
and magnified by the art of the wandering minstrels, 
uppealing to the common interests of the race and 
leriving its sanctity by the presence therein of the 
zods of the national faith and the human foretypes 
of the nationalideals. In that heroic world Aeschylus 
lived as the modern dramatist lives in the world of 
his own day and generation. Homer had come to 
Athens with a new insistence since the recitation of 
his poems had been established as a fixed feature of 
the Pan-Athenaic festival, inaugurated or revived 
by Peisistratus. The old-time ways of thought were 
now invaded by a stream of epic, pre-eminently Ionic 
legend, and of this increment to the imagination 
Aeschylus, together with Pindar, was the first to see 
the possibilities for a poetic art that was to reflect 
the new spirit of the age. The limitations of life 
through custom, law, and religion in a people largely 
agrarian were now confronted by the limitless fancy 
of their kindred across the Aegean. Homer, above 
all other of the older poets, set the mind of Aeschylus 
in motion. The legends of the national epic poet, 
charged with the new-born Attic spirit as yet un- 
troubled by the critical and mocking spirit born of 
the development of subjective thought in the time 
of Euripides, were to become the means to body 
forth a world in which God directs the affairs of men. 
With Aeschylus, the myth derived from Homer forms 
the very fabric of his work, and not, as in Pindar, 
an accessory element employed to illustrate and 
adorn. With Aeschylus, the myth serves to instruct 
and to elevate; and, in its tragic setting, appealed 
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to as wide a commonality of interest as that served 
by the epic, far wider than that served by the elegy 
or choral lyric. The epic spirit pervades Aeschylus’ — 
handling of his themes. He has epic breadth, epic 
vigour, epic picturesqueness. But it was not in 
reference to any other element than their epic 
substance that the poet, conscious of his indebted- 
ness to the sovereign bard, declared that his dramas 
were morsels from the great banquet of Homer ; 
as if he were one of the heroes, to whose portion, 
according to popular fancy, crumbs that fell from the 
table were assigned. Aeschylus, in fact, gave to the 
drama its tragic stamp by opening to it the epic 
domain. 

It is the distinction of Aeschylus that he discerned — 
in the heroic tales of the epic subjects fit for tragic 
art. His myths are drawn by preference from the 
Trojan, Argive, and Theban cycles, and have their 
source in Iliad and Odyssey, in the Cyclic epics, in 
Hesiod ; and at times are influenced by their modi- | 
fication at the hands of the choral lyrists, especially 
Stesichorus. His predecessors did not, it seems, 
favour legends taken from the story of Achilles and 
Odysseus ; while Sophocles is more dependent than 
he upon Iliad and Odyssey. 

Connected with the Trojan War are the Carians 
or Europe, which dealt with the story of Sarpedon, 
the son of Zeus, whom Patroclus slew in battle ; the 
Myrmidons, Nereids, Ransom of Hector, forming a tri- 
logy whose themes were the death of Patroclus, the 
forging of the new arms of Achilles, the death of 
Hector and the mission of Priam to secure the body 
of his son, all having as their central figure the hero 
of the Iliad, whom Aeschylus, vying as it were with 
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Tomer, recognizes as a truly tragic personage. In 
he Psychostasia (“ Weighing of Souls ’’), Zeus him- 
elf, who in Homer is never seen by mortal eyes, 
vas enstaged holding aloft the balance, one scale 
yf which bore the soul of Achilles, the other that of 
lemnon, while Thetis and Aurora implore his favour 
‘ach for her ownson. The Psychagogoi (“ Raising of 
souls ’’), Penelope, Ostologo: (‘‘ Gatherers of Bones ”’), 
ind Circe, dealt with the summoning of the spirits 
n Hades by Teiresias, and the adventures and death 
f Odysseus. Other Trojan subjects found a place 
n the Mystans and the Telephus, in the Palamedes 
und in the Philoctetes. 

Argive legends occupy a place of peculiar import- 
ince in the extant work. First there are two tetra- 
ogies, consisting, in the one case, of the prehistoric 
suppliants, Lgyptians, Danaids, with the satyr-play 
4mymone ; in the other, of the Agamemnon, Libation- 
Bearers, Eumenides, with the satyric Proteus. The 
Prometheus and the Seven against Thebes also have a 
sonnexion with Argos. Further, by the Nemea, 
{reives, Eleusinians; and by the Net-Draggers, Seri- 
yhians, Phorcides, a group dealing with the story of 
 erseus. 

Theban legends occur in the Oedipodea (Laius, 
Jedipus, Seven against Thebes, and Sphinx); and in 
hree trilogies treating of themes connected with the 
rgiastic cult of Dionysus. Of these the most 
mportant was the Lycurgea, consisting of the Edoni, 
3assarae, Neaniskoi, Lycurgus, and dealing with the 
onflict (and possibly the reconciliation) of the religion 
yf Apollo-Dionysus and that of Apollo-Helios cham- 
yioned by Orpheus, Kindred in theme are the 
Vurses of Dionysus, Bacchants, Xantriae, Pentheus, 
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Semele, Alemene. The Heracleidae also belongs in the 
Theban cycle. 

Further legendary themes dealt with the story 
of the Argonauts, with Ajax and the contest for 
the arms of Achilles, the Calydonian Boar Hunt, 
Oreithyia, Niobe, etc. Legends extant in his own 
day in localities outside of Attica he collected from 
the mouth of the people and interwove into the 
Women of Aetna and Glaucus of the Sea. It is in his 
preference for pre-Hellenic myths and especially 
for superhuman subjects that the poet differs most 
from his successors. The birth of Dionysus and the 
introduction of his worship into Thrace and Thebes, 
had peculiar attraction for him. His large imagina- 
tion was at home in the realm of the prodigious, 
the marvellous, and the stupendous—in the Pro- 
methea with its Titan hero; in the Psychagogoi, the 
Psychostasia ; in the Towotides (“ Archer-Maidens ”), 
he portrayed the offence and punishment of 
Actaeon; in the Phineus, the Harpies befoul the 
food of the hero; in the Heliades, Phaéthon drives 
to his ruin the steeds of the sun-god ; in the Xantriae 
the poet did not hesitate to introduce the Queen of 
Heaven in the guise of a priestess. He seems to 
have had a fondness for creatures of the sea, such as 
Glaucus, the daughters of Ocean, the daughters of 
Phoreys, the Nereids. Aeschylus was not content 
with the earth as the place of the tragic action; the 
scene of the Psychostasia was laid in Olympus, that 
of the Sisyphus, in Hades. His successors more often 
restricted the appearance of the gods and confined 
their epiphanies to the world of men. 

Of the plays found only in fragments and not 
connected with the extant dramas, the most popular 
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seem to have been the Europe, the trilogy consisting 
of the Myrmidons, Nereids, and Ransom of Hector, the 
Lycurgea, Philoctetes, Psychostasia, and Niobe. 

The Persians was produced in 472, the Seven 
against Thebes in 467, the Orestea in 458. On 
internal grounds the Suppliant Maidens may be 
placed before the poet’s first recorded victory (484) ; 
the Prometheus, either between the Persians and the 
Seven or between the Seven and the Orestea. 


EDITIONS 
I. Aut rue Piays 


1518, Aldine. 1552, Turnebus. 1552, Robortelli. (These 
three editions give only those parts of the Agamemnon 
found in the mutilated Medicean ms. In the Aldine 
and Turnebus Agam. 1159 is joined without a break 
to the mutilated beginning of the Choeph. Ro- 
bortelli first separated the two plays.) 1557, Vettori 

Jictorius), first edition giving the Agam. entire 
with observations by the printer, H. Stephanus). 
1580, Canter. 1663, Stanley. 1745, Pauw. 1782- 
1794 (and 1809-1821) in 5 vols., 1800 (and 1827) in 
2 vols., Schiitz. 1794 (1795, 1806), Porson. 1794 
(An III), La Porte du Theil. 1805 (1831), Bothe. 
1809, Butler. 1812, Weise. 1817 (1827), Schafer. 
1823-30, Wellauer. 1825, Boissonade. 1827-69 
(various editions), W. Dindorf. 1828 (1830), Schole- 
field. 1839, Doukas (mod. Greek). 1842, E. A. J. 
Ahrens. 1847, Paley (with Latin notes). 1852 
(1859), G. Hermann. 1852-55, Hartung. 1853-54, 
Buckley. 1855 (1889), Paley (with English notes). 
1858-67, Weil (text only, 1884, 1907). 1871, Merkel 
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(transcript of the Medicean ms.). 1880, Kirchhoff. 
1885-93, Wecklein. 1891-1910, Weeklein (with notes in 
modern Greek). 1898, Campbell. 1899 (1902), Side wick. 
1914, Wilamowitz-Moellendorff. 1920-1925, Mazon. 

Translations : (English verse)—1777 (1779), Potter. 
1850, Blackie. 1868 (1872), Plumptre. 1873 (1890), 
Swanwick. 1890, Campbell. 1881, 1908, Morshead. 
1903, Goldwin-Smith (except Suppliants). 1906- 
1908, Way. 

English Prose—1822 (1843), Anonymous (Oxford). 
1849 (1876), Buckley. 1864 (1871), Paley. 1893, Camp- 
bell (Oresteia). 1909, Headlam (W. and C. E. 8.). 


Il. Separate Prays 


AcAMEmMNon: 1787, Wolf. 1818 ff., Blomfield. 1822, 
Tyrwhitt. 1822, Lafontaine. 1822, Prieur. _ 1830, 
Scholefield. 1833, Klausen. 1837, C. G. Haupt. 
1839, G. C. W. Schneider. 1839 (1844), Peile. 1845, 
Paley (Oresteia). 1846, Franz (Orestie). 1847 
(1869), Felton. 1847, Prieur. 1848, Conington (w. 
verse transl.), 1855, Enger. 1855, Karsten. 1856, 
Schneidewin. 1863, Keck. 1863, Nagelsbach. 
1863, Enger (Klausen). 1864, Heusde. 1868, J. F. 
Davies (w. verse transl.). 1868, Weyrauch. 1874, 
Gilbert (ith er). 1878 (1882), B. H. Kennedy (w. 
verse transl.). 1880, Paley. 1881 (1905), Sidgwick. 
1883, Hense (Schneidewin). 1884, Margoliouth. 1885, 
Wilamowitz-Moellendorff. 1888, Wecklein (Orestie), 
1889 (1904), Verrall (w. prose transl.). 1895, Pliiss 
(Enger). 1889, Blaydes. 1904, Proctor and Kenyon 
-(Oresteia). 1910, Headlam-Pearson (w. verse transl.). 

Translations *: 1823, Boyd (prose). 1824, Sym- 
mons. 1829, J. Kennedy. 1831, Harford. 1832, 
Medwin. 1839, Fox. 1846, Sewell. 1848, Anonymous. 
1849, Herbert. 1852, Peters. 1855, Blew. 1865, 


1 The translations of the separate plays are in verse unless 
otherwise indicated. Translations appended to editions of the 
separate plays are mentioned under the name of the editor. 
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Milman. 1869, Dalton (Orestea). 1876, Fitzgerald. 
1877, Browning. 1879, Earl of Carnarvon. 1880, 
Anonymous (prose). 1886, Students of the University 
of Sydney (prose). 1888, Anonymous (prose). 1890, 
Cooper (Oresteia). 1893, Campbell (Oresteia, prose). 
1900, Warr (Oresteia). 1900 (1911), Sixth Form Boys 
of Bradfield College. 1904, Harman. 1904, Thring. 
1906, Goodwin (prose). 1907, Paton. 1911, Platt 
(prose). 1919, Davis. 1920, Ellis. 1920, Murray. 
1920, Trevelyan (Oresteia). 1921, Robinson in ‘“‘ The 
Genius of the Greek Drama.” 


Cuoépnoron: 1729, Oxford. 1774, Foulis press. 1776, 


Vollborth. 1819, Schwenk. 1822, Lafontaine. 1824 
ff., Blomfield. 1825 (1835), Vendel-Heyl. 1835, 
Klausen. 1840, Peile. 1840, Bamberger. 1844 
(1883), Paley. 1845, Paley (Oresteia), 1846, Franz 
(Orestie). 1856, de Jongh. 1857, Conington. 1862, 
_J. F. Davies. 1862 (1889), Paley. 1883, Wecklein 
(Orestie). 1884, Heyse (Orestie). 1884 (1900), Sidg- 
wick. 1888, Wecklein (Orestie).. 1893, Verrall (w. prose 
transl.). 1896, Wilamowitz-Moellendorff. 1899, Blaydes. 
1901, Tucker (w. prose transl.). 1901, Barnett. 
1904, Proctor and Kenyon (Oresteia). 1906, Blass. 

Translations: 1869, Dalton (Orestea). 1890, 
Cooper (Oresteia). 1893, Campbell (Oresteia, prose). 
1900, Warr (Oresteia). 1920, Trevelyan (Oresteia). 
1925, Murray. 


Euvmentprs: 1794, Wakefield. 1799, G. Hermann. 


1821, Schwenck. 1822, Burges. 1829, Rhally. 1833, 
K. O. Miller. 1838, Minckwitz. 1843, Scholefield. 
1844, Linwood. 1845, Schémann. 1845, Paley. 
(Oresteia). 1846, Franz (Orestie). 1848, Donaldson. 
1858 (1870), Drake (w. verse transl.). 1857, 
Merkel. 1880, Paley. 1884, Heyse (Orestie). 1885, 
J. F. Davies (w. verse transl.). 1887 (1902), Sidg- 
wick. 1888, Wecklein (Orestie). 1900, Blaydes. 
1901, Barnett. 1901, Plaistowe (w. prose transl.). 
1904, Proctor and Kenyon (Oresteia). 1907, Blass. 
1908, Verrall (w. prose transl.). 
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Translations: 1855, Swayne. 1869, Dalton (Orestea). 
1882, Prowett. 1885 (1906), Verrall (prose and 
verse). 1890, Cooper (Oresteia). 1893, Campbell 
(Oresteia, prose). 1900, Warr (Oresteia). 1920, 
Trevelyan (Oresteia). 

Persians: 1779, Brunck. 1814 ff., Blomfield. 1825, Lange 
and Pinzger. 1830 (1860, 1878), A. N. (Paris). 
1830 (1839), C. G. Haupt. 1837, G. C. W. Schneider. 
1837, Lécluse. 1847, Paley. 1853, Meineke. 1866, 
Teuffel. 1869, Schiller. 1869, Merkel. 1876, Oberdick. 
1879 (1884), Weil. 1879 (1907), Prickard. 1880, 
Paley. 1884 (1889), Weil. 1888, Conradt (Schiller). 
1899, Weil. 1901, Inama. 1902, Jurenka. 1901, 
Wecklein (Teuffel). 1903, Sidgwick. Undated, Haydon. 

Translations: 1829, Palin. 1855, Wood (prose). 
1873, Staunton. 1873, Gurney. (1890) Cooper. 
1898, Crooke (prose). 1922, Cookson. 

Promerurus: 1548, Auratus. 1559, Garbitius. 1567, 
H. Stephanus. 1575, Benenatus. 1763, (Gesner). 
1767, Morell. 1779, Brunck. 1781 (1826), Lange. 
1781, Schiitz. 1812 ff, Blomfield. 1826, C. G. 
Haupt. 1829 Anon. (Maire-Nyon). 1829, Lebas. 
1831, Burges. 1834, G. C. W. Schneider. 1834, 
Griffiths. 1835, Vendel - Heyl. 1837 (1877), 
Woolsey. 1839, Minckwitz. 1844,Schoemann, 1845 
(1865), Stiévenant. 1846, Richmond. 1846, Paley. 
1851, Donaldson. 1853, Meineke. 1862 (1879), James 
Davies. 1870, L. Schmidt. 1870, Watson. 1872 
(1893), Wecklein. 1874, Pinder. 1874, Guigniaut. 
1878 (1907), Prickard. 1883, Mather. 1884 (1906), 
Weil. 1885, Stephenson. 1887 (1901), Glazebrook. 
1887, Plaistowe and Masom (w. prose transl.). 1891, 
Wecklein (transl. by Allen), 1896, Haines. 1898, 
Sikes and Willson. 1900, Plaistowe and Mills (w. 
prose transl.). 1901, Laurence. 1903, Rackham. 
1904, Valgimighi. 1905, Harry. 1905, Case. 

Translations: 1822, Anonymous (prose). 1823, 
Edwards (prose). 1832, Medwin. 1833, Miss Bar- 
rett (Mrs. Browning). 1835, Fox. 1839, Giles. 
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1843, Thoreau. 1846, Swayne. 1848 (1881), Mongan 
(prose). 1849, Herbert. 1852, Clifford. 1866, Web- 
ster. 1867, Cayley. 1870, Lang. 1870, Perkins 
(prose). 1889, More (prose). 1890, Cooper. 1892, 
Earl of Carnarvon. 1892 (1902), Hailstone. 1895, 
Pember. 1896, Denman. 1902, Bevan. 1903, 
Bouchier. 1905, Case. 1907, Whitelaw. 1916, Wier. 
1920, Harman (prose and verse). 1922, Cookson. 

Seven acarnst Tuepes: 1581, Caselius. 1585, Morell 
(printer). 1758, Burton (re-edited by Burgess 1779). 
1779, Brunck. 1812 ff., Blomfield. 1818, Schwenk. 
1822, Prieur. 1825, Trollope. 1828, Lefranc. 1829, 
C. G. Haupt. 1834, G. C. W. Schneider. 1835, 
Griffiths. 1835, Vendel-Heyl. 1840, Pillon. 1847, 
Paley. 1853 (1875), Ritschl. 1864 (1878), James 
Davies. 1864,Sachtleben. 1868, Alexanderson. 1878 
(1883), Paley. 1887, Verrall (w. prose transl.). 1884 
(1894), Flagg. 1888, Verrall and Bayfield. 1897 
(1900), Plaistowe (w. prose transl.). 1902, Wecklein. 
1903, Sidgwick. 1908, Tucker (w. prose transl.). 

Translations: 1878, Gurney. 1881, Mongan 
(prose). (1890), Cooper. (1912), Bevan. 1922, 
Cookson. 1928 Viirtheim. 

Suppriants: 1821, Burges. 1829, C. G. Haupt. 1832, 
Grenouille. 1839, Giles (prose). 1844 (1883), Paley. 
1858, Schwerdt. 1861, Kruse. 1869, Oberdick. 
1889, Tucker (w. prose transl.). 1902, Wecklein. 
1922, Cookson. 

Translations: 1839, Giles. (1890) Cooper. 1922, 
Cookson. 

Fracments: 1619, Meursius. 1663, Stanley. 1745, 
Pauw. 1805 (1844), Bothe. 1816, Butler. 1821, 
Schiitz. 1830 (1869), Dindorf. 1842, E. A. J. 
Ahrens. 1852 (1859), Hermann. 1855, Hartung. 
1856 (1889), Nauck. 1893 (Berlin), 1896 fAthona), 
Wecklein. 1899 (1902), Sidgwick. Unlisted frag- 
ments: Smyth, Am. Jour. Phil. xli (1920). 

Scnorra: of M in Wecklein’s ed. 1885; many of the 
later scholia in Dindorf’s ed., vol. iii, 18515; scholia 
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in N on Septem, in Dindorf, Philologus xx, xxi 
(1863-64) ; on Prometheus, in Smyth, Harvard Stud. 
in Class. Phil. xxxii (1921); Scholia in Persas, 
Dahnhardt, 1894. 

Lexica, etc. : Beatson 1830, Linwood 1848, Dindorf 1873- 
76 (with Supplement by L. Schmidt, 1876), Nauck 
Tragicae dictionis indew 1892. Aeschyli cantica, 
Schroeder, 1907. 


MANUSCRIPTS 


Of the extant mss. of Aeschylus (over 100 in number) 
the most ancient and the best (though by no means 
free from many and gross errors) is the Medicean, 
written about 1000. An independent tradition 
appears in certain of the later mss., which are most 
numerous in the case of Persians, Prometheus, and 
Seven against Thebes, the plays most read and studied in 
the Byzantine period. Of the later mss. none is earlier 
than 1200, a few date from the thirteenth century, 
while most belong to the three following centuries. 


MSS. CITED 


A  Ambrosianus 886, cent. xiii, Theb. 69-470 with some 
omissions, Pers. 

Arund. _Arundelianus (Bodlean. Seldenianus supra 18), 
xv, Prom., Theb. 

Aug. Augustanus (Monacensis 546), xvi, Eum. 576 to end. 

B_ Laurentianus 31. 8, dated 1286 (the last numeral is 
doubtful), Prom., Theb. 

Cant. Cantabrigiensis 2628 (Nn. 8. 17): Cant. 1, 
xiv, Prom., Theb., Pers. 1-1064; Cant. 2, xiv (latter 
half), Prom., Theb., Pers. 1-936. 


E_ Escorialensis T. 1. 15, xvi, Suppl. 

F  Florentinus 31. 8, xiv, Prom., Theb., Pers., Agam., 
Hum. 1-581, 645-777, 808-1047. 

G  Guelferbytanus 88 (Wolfenbiittel), xiv, all seven plays 
with the same omissions as M. Prom., Theb., Pers. 
are in a later hand than the other plays. 
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H Heidelbergensis Palatinus 18, xiv, Prom. 270-1098, 
Theb., Pers. 1-806, 882-1044, 

K  Laurentianus add. 11 (Abbazia Fior. 2886), xiv, 
Prom., Theb., Pers. 

Lambeth. Lambethianus 1203, xiv, Pers. 

L__Laurentianus 32. 2, xiv (begin.), Prom., Theb., Pers. 
1-922. 

Lips. Leipzig, Senatorial Library of the City, 1. 4. 43, 
xv: Lips. 1 = Prom. 159-391, Lips. 2 Prom., Theb., Pers. 

M Laurentianus Mediceus 32. 9, x or xi, seven plays, 
but lacking Agam. 311-1066, 1160-1673, and the 
beginning of Choéph. The Medicean ms. has been 
published in facsimile by Rostagno, 1896. 

Mose. Library of the Most Holy Synod at Moscow: 
259= Mosc. 1, xv or xiv, Prom., Theb., Pers.; 392 
= Mose. 2, xv or xvi, Prom., Theb. 

N_ Neapolitanus (Farnesianus) 2. F. 31, xiv, with the 
same contents as F. It contains the recension of 
Demetrius Triclinius and is thought by many to have 
been written by his own hand. 

P  Parisinus 2787, xiv, (begin.), Prom., Theb., Pers. 

Paris 2886. xv, Prom., Theb., Pers., Eum., Suppl. 

Q Parisinus 2884, dated 1299, Prom., Theb., Pers. 

R Romanus Vaticanus 57, xiv, Prom., Theb., Pers. 

Rom. Romanus, Bibl. Naz. Vittorio Emmanuele, xv or 
xvi, Agam. 

Reg. 155. _Regin. Suec. Vatic., xv, Prom., Theb. 

Vat. 58. Vaticanus 58, xv, Prom., Theb., Pers. 

V  Venetus Marcianus 468, xiii, Prom., Theb., Pers., 
Agam. 1-348. 

Ven. 8. Venetus Marcianus 616, xv or xiv, Prom., 
Theb., Pers., Agam. 1-45, 1095-1673, Eum. 1-581, 
645-777, 808-1047. 

Vind. Vienna, Nationalbibliothek : 197= Vind. 2, xiv- 
xv, Prom., Theb., Pers.; 279 = Vind. 4, xiv, Prom., Theb. 


Unless otherwise designated a reading cited in the 
Critical Apparatus is that of M. The later mss. (usually 
summarized under the abbreviation rece.) are generally 
noted only when they disagree with M. M rece. indicates 
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that certain of the later mss. agree with M. M* M? 
denote respectively the first and the second hand of M; 
m! indicates a later hand than M, whether that of the 
original scribe or that of the Scholiast (Schol. M or m). 
Obvious misspellings and certain other minor errors or - 
peculiarities of M are not reported. M always uses iota 
adseript. Fuller information on the readings of the later 
Mss. is given in the second edition of Hermann (1859) 
and in the edition of Wilamowitz (1914). 


The text of Aeschylus was exposed to various 
forms of corruption long before the writing of the 
oldest extant manuscript. The autograph copy of 
the poet, which did not separate the words, was 
reproduced for the book-trade in the fifth and fourth 
centuries before Christ; actors’ texts further dis- 
turbed the tradition ; the loss of the musical notation 
played havoc with the more difficult choral odes ; ~ 
the character of the script changed from age to age ; 
and the shifting of pronunciation affected the spell- 
ing. Not earlier, it seems, than the fourth century 
after Christ there came into existence a book written 
in uncials and on parchment, which, in addition to 
the text of our plays, contained a selection of the 
commentary thereon by the Alexandrian and later 
grammarians ; and presented the division of the lyric 
parts into cola made by Aristophanes of Byzantium. 
In the ninth century this text, our proper archtype, 
was transcribed in minuscules, and in more than one 
copy, each faulty and each containing a somewhat 
different text and body of explanatory material. 
From one of these copies in minuscules the Medicean 
manuscript is derived. This manuscript, written at 
the end of the tenth or beginning of the eleventh 
century by an unlearned scribe, is full of errors of 
the most varied character. Apart from corruptions 
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f a more serious nature, it shows falsifications due 
) current pronunciation, blunders derived from the 
irlier transcription from uncials into minuscules, 
missions and alterations of the proper order of 
ords. Some part of these blemishes were noticed 
nd removed by the scribe of the manuscript ; but 
greater number was detected by a scholarly reviser, 
ho compared the text as written with its original 
nd, possibly, with one other text at his command. 
o his hand is also due the addition of interlinear 
losses and of marginal interpretations in uncials 
he latter often so condensed as to be obscure) and 
1e citation of alternative readings. Sundry later 
ands have introduced further corrections and altera- 
ons derived in part from their sources, which range 
‘om the fourteenth to the fifteenth century, in part 
lso from the exercise of independent judgment. 
From one or more of the transcripts of the first 
1anuscript in minuscules are derived, directly or 
idirectly, the oldest of the extant later manuscripts, 
ating from the end of the thirteenth century and 
‘om the fourteenth, which record different readings 
‘om those set forth by the Medicean. In part also 
hese variations are due to the scribes themselves or 
> later scholars desirous of exhibiting their faculty 
f emendation. In the case of the triad—Prometheus, 
even against Thebes, and Persians, the plays of 
.eschylus chiefly read and most often copied in the 
yyzantine period—the commentary, in the form of 
losses and scholia, was enormously expanded, often 
verloading and confusing the original mass of 
nnotation, and not without serious depredation of. 
he text itself. Most independent of all the later 
tudents of Aeschylus in the Byzantine period was 
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Demetrius Triclinius, who, despite his grievous falsi- 
fication of tradition by reason of his perverse theories 
of metre, at times succeeded in ridding the text of 
persistent errors. Modern scholarship has removed 
most of the minor corruptions; but it is obliged te 
confess that the actual words of the poet are often be 
yond allhope of successfulrestoration. The gravest dis- 
turbances of the textual tradition antedate any period 
from which satisfactory testimony can be produced. 

The text here presented, with relatively few ex- 
ceptions, has been constructed on the following prin- 
ciples. The authority of the Medicean is not to be 
rejected except under the gravest compulsion ; the 
readings of the later manuscripts, whether due to a 
tradition independent of the Medicean or to sub- 
sequent conjecture, are to be admitted only when 
the readings of the Medicean are untenable; and 
recourse is to be had to modern conjectures only 
when the readings of all the manuscripts are im- 
possible or in the highest degree improbable. The 
Critical Apparatus thus aims to set forth, in a highly 
condensed form: (1) all departures of the printed 
text from the readings of the Medicean; (2) the 
discrepancies between the readings of the Medicean 
and those of the later manuscripts, regularly when 
the latter have been adopted, occasionally only when 
they deserve special attention; and (3) all cases 
when the readings of all the manuscripts have been 
deserted in favour of the emendations of scholars 
from the sixteenth century to the present day. 

I am under obligation to all of the critical editors 
of the poet and to many of his translators. 


Paris, BrstiornkeuE NaTioNnA.e, 
April 1922. 
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TA TOY APMATO® IIPOZOQIIA 


XOPOS AANATAQN 
AANAOZ 

BAZIAET] APTEION 
KHPYS 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Danats 

Petaseus, King of Argos 

Heratp of the Sons of Aegyptus 
Cuorus of the Daughters of Danaiis 
Attendant Maidens. 


Scene.—A sacred precinct on the shore not far 
from Argos. Many images of the gods are visible 
whose collective worship is denoted by a common 
altar. 

Time.—Prehistoric, 


ARGUMENT 


To, daughter of Inachus, King of Argos, was priestess of 
Hera, whose jealousy of her lord's love for the maiden 
brought upon her victim marrng of mind and body ; and 
she was driven distraught and in the semblance of a 
heifer made to wander over land and sea until she came 
to the land of the Nile. There she regained her human 
form by the mysterious touch of her lover Zeus, and bore 
a child Epaphus, from whom sprang Libya, and from 
her Belus and Agenor. Between Belus's two sons, 
Aegyptus and Danaiis, strife arose, and the fifty sons of 
Aegyptus wished to possess by forced marriage the fifty 
daughters of Danas. But the maidens, loathing the 
violence of their kinsmen, fled amain nith their father to 
Argos, the home of their primal mother, and besought 
sanctuary from the king of that land, Pelasgus. 

The hesitation of the king to vindicate to the suppliants 
the right of asylum, the triumph of that right by vote of 
the people of Argos, the arrival of the suitors in pursuit, 
preceded by their herald demanding the surrender of the 
maidens, and his repulse though threatening war, con- 
stitute the action of the play. 

The sequel was contained in the Egyptians and the 
Danaids. Danaiis, forced to acquiesce in the demands 
of his nephews, enjoins upon his daughters the duty of 
killing their bridegrooms on the marriage night. All, 
save “Hypermnestra, obey; she mith splendid perfidy 
spares Lynceus out of love ; and when brought to trial ts 
defended by the goddess Aphrodite pleading that love of 
man and woman is sanctified by the love of Heaven for 
Earth. 


The play cannot be dated with precision, but since it 
antedates the Persians, is unquestionably the oldest extant 
drama of European literature. 
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IKETIAES 


XOPOS 


Zeds pev adixtrwp émidor mpodpdves 
ordXov erEpov vd.ov apbévr* - 
ano mpootouiwy Aerropapdbwyr" 
NeiAov. Aiav 8é Arrodcat® 
4 t4 / 4 
5 x8ova ovyXopTov Lupia pevyouer, 
ouTw ef aipare SnunAaciay 
Yidw modAcws yrwobeioar,® 
avn’ > A / 6 
adroyevet du€avopia, 
/ > / / > a 
yawov Aiydrrov maidwy aoeBA 
10 *Eovoralopeva.? 
Aavaos 8€ marip Kai BovAapxos 
Kal oTactapxos Tade Teccovouav 
KUOLOT axewy éméxpave, 
4 > i A a A 8 
pevyew avednv dia Kou” dALov, 
15 kéhow’ 8° “Apyous yatav, d0ev Si 
yevos TyLeTEpov THs otoTpoddvou™® 
Boos e&€ emadfs xaé émimvotas" 
tos edyopevoy TeTédcoTaL. 
Abbreviations: Herm(ann), Rob(ortellus), Turn(ebus), 


Vict(orius), Wilam(owitz). 1 dpdevr’: Turn. 
2 Nerrouddwy: Pauw. 3 Neroica: Turn. 
4 Snundacla: Auratus, 5 yvwobcioat: M. Schmidt. 


5 airoyévnrov pudatdvopay (Aa in erasure): Bamberger, 
7 dvoragouevar: Tucker, 
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: [Enter a company of maidens, who have fled from 
Egypt and just landed on the shores of Argos ; 
~ with them their father] 


Cuorvus 


May Zeus, who guardeth suppliants, of his grace 
look upon our company that took ship and put to 
sea from the outmost land of fine sand at the outlets 
of the Nile. For we have fled the land of Zeus! whose 
pastures border upon Syria, and are fugitives, not 
indeed by public ban of outlawry pronounced for 
deed of blood, but by our own act to escape the suit 
of man, since we abhor, as impious, all wedlock with 
the sons of Aegyptus. It was Danaiis, our sire, 
author of our counsels and leader of our band, who, 
weighing well our course, decided, as best for our 
good report in a choice of evils, that we flee with all 
speed over the billows of the main and find a haven 
on Argos’ shore. For thence, indeed, hath grown 
our race that claims to have sprung from the caress- 
ing of the gnat-tormented heifer at the hands of 
Zeus, and from the on-breathing of his love. 

1 Or ‘‘ the land divine” (dtav with M). But see 1. 558. 

5 diaxuu.adréov M, diaxuuBadrtéov GP: Canter from Hesy- 
chius. 9 xeacat: Sophianus. 

10 olarpoddmou: Turn, 11 émi.volas (7 erased) M. 
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tiv’ av obv' xwpav evppova wadAov 
THod adixoincba 
avy Too)’ ikerdv eyyxetpidios 
_ €pto orenro Lou" KAdSovow ; : 
& mods, o yh, Kal Acvkov vdwp, 
Umarol Te Beol, Kal Bapdryor 
x9evr01 OjKas KATEXOVTES, 
Kal Leds owtip TptTos, oikopvrAa€§ 
dotwy avipav, d€Eac8 *beérqy 
Tov Onroyerh atoAov aidoiw 
metpar. xdspas: apoevorrAnO7 8° 
éoj.ov bBprorhy Atyurroyerh, 
mplv 77000 xepow THO ev aawder 
Getvar, Edy 6: ox Taxunpel 
mepipare movrove év0a S€ AaiAame 
Xeywvotura, Bpovra oTEpomry} T 
op Bpodoporaty T avejous aypias 
Os avTnoartes, dhowro, 
mplv mote A€xtpwv, dv Oduis eipyer, 
operepiédprevor’ marpadeApevav® 
THVvO dekdvTwy emiBFvat. 


vov 8 émKexAojeva" 
Aiov méprw dmep- aL 

/ , 
mévriov tyudop’, tiv + 
avOovopovaas® mpoyovou 
Boos e€ emumvolas® 
Znvos epayp erwvupia 5° 
emexpaivero pdpoyos aldy 
evAdyws, 
"Exadov 7 eyéevvacev: 
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Nay, to what land more delightsome than this 
could we come with these wool-wreathed branches in 
our hands, sole weapons of the suppliant? O realm, O 
land, and clear water ; ye gods on high and ye nether 
powers, grievous in your vengeance, that inhabit 
the tomb; and thou, Zeus the Saviour, who art 
invoked third,! the guardian of the habitations of 
righteous men: receive as suppliants this band of 
women with the compassionate spirit of the land ; 
but the thronging swarm of wanton men: born of 
Aegyptus, ere they set foot upon this marshy land, 
do ye drive seaward—them and with them their 
swift barque—and there may they encounter a cruel 
sea with thunder, lightning, and rain-charged winds, 
and perish by the tempest’s buffeting blasts, ere ever 
they lay their hands on us, their cousins, and mount 
unwilling beds from which Right holds them aloof. 


And now I invoke, as our champion from beyond 
the sea, the calf begotten of Zeus, the offspring 
of the flower-browsing cow, our ancestress, the 
“caress” of Zeus by his on-breathing—and the 
appointed period confirmed itself in a name suited 
to the event, and it was ‘‘Epaphus”’? that she brought 
forth. 


1 With reference to the order of invocation in libations: 
(1) Olympian Zeus, (2) the Heroes, cp. 1. 25, (3) Zeus the 
Saviour. Cp. Frag. 55. 

2 Epaphus signifies ‘* touch,” ‘‘ caress.” See 1. 315. 


1 +iva,otv: Burges, 2 tepocrémroor: Auratus, 
5 Gy... av: Rob. 4 §é£a:0’: Heath. 

5 oerepiduevov: Herm. 8 rarpadeAgplay: Pauw. 

7 émixexNduevac: Turn. 8 dvOovduous Ta3: Porson, 


9 érurvolas: Rob. 
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ovr émdAcEapeéva, [avr. a. 
viv €v movovojots 
if ~ 

paTpos apyatas térows TOV 
mpoale Tovwv pvacapéva, 
Ta TE viv émdeiEw 
MLOTG, TEKUNPLA yaLovdp.ols, 

, o> » 72 »” a 
Ta 8 deAnra® mep dvta davetras. 
yvwoerat 

A / > , 
dé Adyous Tis ev wdKet. 


ei d€ Kupe? tis méAas oiwvordAwy _[orp. P. 
éyyasos otkrov [oikrpov ]* diwv, 

dofdce tis dxovew* ona tas Typetas 
Myjridos oiktpas dAdyou, 

KipknAdtov 7 anddvos,® 


CIS) 32 UNG. r a 1A 7 , > 
aT amo’ xAwpadv merddwv" épyopeva [av B. 
Tevet pev® olkrov 7Oéwv* 

/ A At / en > / 
Ew7iOnor S€ maidds pdpov, cis adroddvws 
@AeTo mpos xeipos eer? 

Svopdropos KéTov Tuxdv* 


TMS Kal eyd PiAddup- [orp. y. 
tos” Taoviovat vopovot 

ddatw Tav dradday 

NewAobeph mapevav 

amrewpdodakpiy Te Kapdiav. 

yocdva 8° avbeuilowar 

deysaivovoa didovs," raade duyds 

depias amo yas 

et Tis €oTl Kndeucv, 
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To him I ery for succour. And now in the region 
wherein our primal mother pastured, by recounting 
the story of her distress of yore, I shall for the 
nonce set forth trustworthy assurances to the in- 
habitants of the land ; and other warranty, though 
unlooked for, shall yet appear. And men shall come 
‘to know the truth as my tale proceeds. 

Now if haply there be nigh some dweller in the 
land who knoweth the notes of birds, when our 
plaint greets his ear, he will fancy that he hears the 
voice of Metis, Tereus’ piteous wife, the hawk- 
chased nightingale. 

For she, constrained to leave her green leaves, 
ever maketh dolorous lament for her wonted haunts, 
and blendeth therewith the tale of her own child’s 
doom—how that he perished, destroyed by her 
‘own hand, victim of the wrath of an unnatural 
mother. 

Even so I, indulging my grief in Jonian strains, 
fret my soft cheek summered by Nile’s sun and my 
art unexercised in tears; and I cull the flowers 
of grief, in anxiety whether there is any friendly 
kinsman here to champion our band that has fled 
from the haze-shrouded land. 


1 62 éyévvace élév7’ changed to dé yévvac élévtr’ M: Porson. 
2 rexunpia Tad 7’ dvduora od’ deNwTa + Paley from Herm. 


3 [olxrpdv]: Schwenck.’ 4 dxovwy: Heath. 

5 andovqs: Turn. e dra(o M?)ro: Vict. 

7 xdbpwv rorauav T: Herm. 8 yéov: pev Haecker. 
® 0 év: Porson. 10 gidodtpras: Heath. 


11 dddous M, plAous m'!, 
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aAAd, Beot' yeverar, [avr. y. 
kAver” €b TO Sixatov iSdvres: 

Be" pa} téXeov 

OvTeEs exew Top’ atcay, 

vBpw 3° Erotueus orvyobvres,® 

médowr’ dy EvdiKou yaj.ois. 

€or b€ Kak ToAeuov' Tetpopevors 
Beopuds apis® puydow 
poua, Saudvwv o€Bas. 


ed 0° 7) Avd6ev* TravaAnbas. [orp. 5. 
Aus pepos otk edOjpatos érvxOn. 

avrg" ToL prceyeber 

Kay oxdTw pedaiva Edv tixa® 

pepomrecou Aaois. 


minrer 8° dopahes ovo” emt vty, [avr. 8. 
Kopuda. Aves el KpavOh T™paypa ‘réhevov. 
SavdAoi yap mparidcv 

SdoKiol Te TElvovow mdpot 

karioeiv® adpaoror. 


idmres 8° eAmidwv [o7p. «. 
ad? ee mravebdeus 

Bporous, Biav & 

ovrw’ e€omAiles: 

mav drovov™ dayoviwv. 

Heevos Ov dpovnud mws 

avrolev e&émpatev Eurras 

édpdvev ed? ayvdv. 


idéo8w 8 eis'* iBpw (avr. €. 
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But, ye gods of our race, hearken unto me, and 
regard with favour the cause of righteousness; if 
ye grant not unto youth to have fulfilment of its 
unholy desires, but eagerly abhor wantonness, ye 
would be altogether righteous toward marriage. 
Even for those who flee hard-pressed from war 
there is an altar, a shelter ’gainst harm through 
awe of the powers of heaven. 

But may Zeus vouchsafe that in all truth it go 
well with us. Whereon Zeus hath set his desire, 
that is hard to trace: verily it flareth everywhere, 
even in the gloom, howbeit attended by events 
obscure to mortal man. 

Secure it falleth, and not upon its back, whatso- 
ever is decreed unto fulfilment by the nod of Zeus ; 
for the pathways of his understanding stretch dark 
and tangled, beyond ken to scan. 

From their high-towering hopes he hurleth man- 
kind to utter destruction; yet he arrayeth no armed 
violence—all that is wrought by the powers divine 
is free from toil. Seated on his holy throne, whence 
he removeth not, nevertheless in mysterious wise 
he maketh his thought to deed. 

So let him look upon outrage wrought by men, 


1 @eoi of: Porson. 2 48a M, 7 Bar P, 7) cal G, wai K, 
3 gruydvres: Turn. 4 rrodéuov: Rob. ° dpys M, apis G. 
8 lBeln duds e0 M (ct’ ely P): ed 5’ ely Heath: Acddev Weil. 
7 wavrat M, wavta G, mavra KE. 
8 nédawar Ewrixar M, wéawar Edy trHxg E: Porson. 
8 xaredetv MG, xaridety EK. 
10 §2 dmiddv: Herm. 1 yay drowov: Wellauer. 


12 jpevor dv: Paley. 13 és; Bothe. 
1] 


105 


110 


115 


120 


125 


130 


12 


AESCHYLUS 


, "41 , 

Bpdrevov, ota vedler 
® De 

mv0unv dv a- 

\ , 12 
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Acoduat’ wev ’Ariav Bodwy, [édupr. a. 
kapBdva 5 addav 
ed, ya, Kovveis.® 
ToAAdK. 8 euritvn Edy axid< 
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Ldovia" cadvarpa. 


Deois 8° evayéa réAca meAopevev KaA@s [dvr. C. 
emidpou’, 6760" Odvaros daf. 

id) io, 

aN / FP 

ta SvodyxKpitos mrovoe. 


a yee ee , 
mot Téde Kou’ amdée; 


Acobuar pev ’Ariav Bodvw, [epupr. a. 
KapBava 8 adddav 
«d, ya, Kovvets. 
moAAdKe 8 eumirvw" Edv Aaxid. 
Awoowe? 
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how the old stock shoots out afresh in their wooing 
of us, burgeoning with thoughts of evii intent, its 
frenzied purpose an irresistible goad, through delu- 
sion their minds turned to folly. 

Such piteous strains of woe I utter in my plaint, 
now shrill, now deep, blended with falling tears— 
strains meet (alas, alas!) for funeral wails; while 
yet I live, I chant my own dirge. 

I invoke the grace of Apia’s land of hills (for 
well, O land, thou canst understand my barbarous 
speech), and oft I lay my hands upon my Sidonian 
veil and rend its linen into shreds. 

Sacrifices in satisfaction of vows are rendered 
freely unto Heaven when all fares well, if only there 
be escape from death. Alas, alas, perplexing 
troubles! Whither will this wave of trouble bear 
me away? 

I invoke the grace of Apia’s land of hills (for 
well, O land, thou canst understand my barbarous 
speech), and oft I lay my hands upon my Sidonian 
veil and rend its linen into shreds. 


1 ofa M, ofa E: Schiitz. 2 +d Océdos: Bothe. 
3 wevddy M, wawddw schol. M. 

4 dra. (« in erasure) M, drav G? Aldina. 
5 drdra (c in erasure) M. 6 \éywy: Stanley. 
7 [@peouevn én] Porson. 8 théwuar: Wilam. 

® evaxovveis (et-yaxdvms 1, 180): Boissonade. 

® Nivoow Fu (1. 132 atvocwwH): Biicheler, Tucker. 
U gt.dovia, vy erased, M! and so 1. 133. 
2 éridpduwrd0 with o over w M. 13 $n. M: a7 schol. 
M éymiryG changed to éumitvd M?. 
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€xovoa ceuy’ evar’ aofpadds, 
mavtt dé abéver 

Siwypois doyaddo’® 

> / > 4 

adunras adprjra. 

pvows yevécbw, 


oTepa ceuvas péya parpds 
evvas avdpdav, é é, 
* > 5 > a 
ayapov adduarov éxduyetv. 


ei de° 17}, peAavbes 
nAwKTuTov™ yévos 
Tov ‘yduov,l 

\ 4 
Tov ToAvEevwTarov 
Ziva TOv Kkexpnkdrwv 
cer } a 
Eduec0a odv KAdSois 
aptdvais Bavotcat, 

\ ~ ~ tL) , 
Hn Tvxotca Oedy *OdAvpTiwy. 


[orp. . 


[edupy. B. 


[avr. 7. 


[eduyv. B. 


[orp. 0. 


THE SUPPLIANT MAIDENS 


Our oars, indeed, and our timbered barque, girdled 
with flaxen cordage! to withstand the sea, sped 
me on by help of favouring gales, unharmed of all 
tempests; nor have I ground of complaint. But 
may the all-seeing Father stablish a kindly issue in 
due time— 

That the mighty seed of our august mother may 
escape, unwedded, unvanquished, ah me, the em- 
brace of man. 

And may Zeus’ pure daughter, she that holdeth 
in security the stately portal wall, of her gracious 
will, meeting my will, look upon me; and, grieved 
at our pursuit, come with all her might, a virgin 
to a virgin’s aid, to deliver me— 

That the mighty seed of our august mother 
may escape, unwedded, unvanquished, ah me, the 
embrace of man. 

Yet, if she will not, we, a swart, sun-smitten race, 
with suppliant boughs will fare unto the nether 
Zeus, Zeus the great hospitaler of the dead; for 
if the gods of Olympus hearken not unto us, we will 
perish by the noose. 


1 Undergirding ropes (sroféuara) to brace a ship's sides. 
Cp. 1. 441. 


1 dxluarov: Turn. 2 cuumvoats: Porson. 
3 rehevras: Burges. 46: wo Hartung. 
5 géduavroyv and |, 153: Bothe. 
8 dopadés: schol. 
7 ¢6évocx changed to cOévovc. M: Heath. 
8 S.wypotot 6° dopadéas: Herm. 
® eld): schol. Turn. 10 AdcdkTuTov: Wellauer. 
1 tacov: Wellauer. 
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& Znv, "lots iat [epupy. y. 
pijvis pdoreip’ ex Oedp: 
Kovve 8° dyav" p 
yaperas odpavovixovs 
xarerrob yap ék 
TvEvpLaTos Eelou Yeyseov. 


i ave |S r > f 
kal TOT ov diKaious [avr. 0. 
ie ies N27 
Leds eveéerar' Adyous, 
Tov Tas Boos 
ag? > / mn > 
maid’ atysdoas, Tov ad- 
> 
Tos ToT” extioev yovw, 
viv €xwv maXivtpomrov 
+ > aA 
ou ev Aratow- 
> vA 
wpd0ev 8 €d KAvor kadovpevos. 


<a Znv, "lobs 6 [edvpv. y. 
pis pdorerp’ ex Oedv> 

kovv® 0° ayav 

yayeTas odpavoviKov 

xarerrob yap ék 

mvevpatos elo. yeyuav. >> 


AANAOS 


Sraides, ppovetv xpi} Edv dpovodvre § HKere® 


MoT@ yepovte THE vavkAjpw rarpl. 
kal Tam x€poov viv mpoynOiav AaBav® 
A / F539 rn 
aiva duddéar tap’ en deAroupevas. 
_6p@ Kdvw, avavdov dyyeAov orparod: 
avpuyyes od ovy@ow agovyjAarou: 
oxAov 8 traomoripa Kat Sopvccdov 
Aevoow, dv immois KaprVdAows 7° dyzcows 


THE SUPPLIANT MAIDENS 


Ah Zeus, ’tis through poisonous hate of Io that 
vengeance from the gods pursueth us.t I ken thy 
consort’s spite that subdueth all heaven; for upon 
a stubborn wind followeth a stormy sea. 

And Zeus shall then be liable to the charge of 
injustice that he hath contemned the child of the 
heifer, the child whom he himself begat of yore, his 
very own, now that he holdeth his face averted from 
our prayers. Nay, may he from on high hearken to 
our call! 

Ah Zeus, ’tis through poisonous hate of Io that 
vengeance from the gods pursueth us. I ken thy 
consort’s spite that subdueth all heaven; for upon 
a stubborn wind followeth a stormy sea. 


Danatis 


My children, ye must be prudent. A prudent 
captain of your voyage was your trusty old father 
here with whom ye came. And now that I have 
taken forethought also as to what may befall us here 
ashore, I charge you, record my injunctions on the 
tablets of your minds and give them good heed. 

I desery a dust, the voiceless herald of a 
host ; the axle-driven wheels are not silent in their 
sockets. I behold a throng, armed with shields and 
wielding spears, with steeds and curved chariots. 


1 The assets of public debtors and exiles were ascertained 
and secured at Athens by officers called pacrfpes. 


' afnvlotctw M with accents apparently erased: & Ziv, 
"Tos schol. Hartung: i¢ Herm., Paley. 
2 kovywddrav M: Bamberger. 


3 yameroupavoverxoy: Vict. 4 évedterar: Porson. 
5 Ephymnion repeated by Canter. 6 tkere: Porson, 
7 pouhbeay with « over « M. 8 \aBety: Wordsworth. 
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Tax” dv mmpos Huds THade ys dpxnyerat 
Onriipes elev ay yeAwv TETUGHLEVOL. 

aN’ cir’ diari}puay cite Kat TeOnypevos* 

ous gov 6, PY Tove. emdpvurat ordhov, 
djewov €0Tt TravTos civer’, @ KOpat, 

mdyov mpooilew Tove” * dyeovleow dedv. 
Kpetocov® dé mUpyou Bees, appnkrov adKos. 
an’ as TaxioTa Bate, Kal Aevxooredets 
ixetnplas, aydAwat’ aidoiov Aws, 

oepvas* exovoa ua. xepav edewviporn,® 
aidota Kal yoedva® kal Caxpet” em 

févous dpeiBeoO’, ws em7jAvdas Tpemet, 
Top&s A€éyovoat eo: dvauderous uyds. 
Ploy At &° érréoOw mpara fev TO pe) Opaad, 
TO [Ln pdravov 8° ék peTwToowppoveny? 

iro moore oppatos Trap’ Hovxov. 

Kat it) m™poAeaxos pnd ehodkos € ev Adyw 
yen: TO THde Kap émipBovov yévos. 
peuvnoo &° elcew xpetos el £7” ‘puyds. 
Opacvoropety yap ov mpére Tovs Hooovas. 


XOPOS 


matep, ppovovvtws" mpos Ppovodbvras évvérets. 
dvadfowar S¢ tdode pepvfjobar oev 
Kedvas epetpds: Leds dé yervyjrwp ior. 


AANAOZS 
mw od ~ > Bi 
orto Sita mpevpevods am’ dupatos. 
Tedewévos: Pearson. 2 7ovd': Turn, 
Kpeloowy changed to xpeiooov M. 4 cewvds M, ceuvas m, 
Tw epdspooy M, evwripwr schol. M. 8 yoeidna: Rob, 


Ta xpéa: Geel. 5 pboyyn M, pOoyvy_ E: Pauw. 
9 perdrw rwppovdv M, perwrwcwdpbywv P means 


THE SUPPLIANT MAIDENS 


Haply they are the princes of the land come to 
look on us, apprised by messengers. But be it with 
harmless intent or whetted with savage wrath that 
the host urges on this array, ‘twere better, damsels, 
in any case, to seat yourselves at yon mound sacred 
to the gods there assembled.! Stronger than a 
-eastle is an altar—’tis a shield invulnerable. Hie 
ye, and in reverent wise holding in your left hands 
your white-wreathed suppliant boughs, sacred em- 
blems of Zeus the pitiful, make answer unto the 
strangers, as beseemeth aliens, in piteous and plain- 
tive language of sore need, telling them clearly of 
your flight, how it was unstained by deed of blood. 
Above all let your speech be attended by no bold- 
ness, and let no froward glance proceed from out 
your tranquil eyes, even from countenances marked 
by a modest front. In your utterance be not forward 
nor yet lagging—the folk here is exceeding apt to 
take offence. And remember to be submissive : 
thou art an alien, a fugitive, and in need. Boldness 
of speech beseemeth not the weak. 


Cuorvus 


Father, thy words are prudent and they fall on 
prudent ears. I will take heed of these wise hests 
of thine, and hold them in remembrance. May 
Zeus, the author of our race, behold us ! 


Danats 
May he indeed behold you, and with a gracious eye. 
1 dabv has here the force of dyopd, place of assembly. Cp. 
29. 


oe 2 


10 eltev 7: Sophianus. 
1 gdpovodvros changed to dpovoiyTws m. 
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XOPOX 
208 Oéoyx” dv 75n col wéAas Opdvous Exew. 
AANAOS 
207 px vuv' axoAale, unyaviis 8 éoTw Kpdros. 
XOPOS 
210 209 &* Zed, xdmwy oixzipe’ uy) aoAwddtas.° 
AANAOZ 


keivou OéAovtos €d teAeuTHoEL Tae. 
XOPOZ 


AANAOS 


Kal Znvos dpvw tovde viv KucAjoxere.® 
XOPOZ 
~ «eae Lt, ee ’ 
Kadotpev adyas 7Alov awrnptovs,— 
AANAOX 
dyvdv 7° ’Arddw, duydd an’ odbpavod Oeov. 


. 


XOPO 
215 cidws av alcav TiHvde ovyyvoin’ Bporots. 
AANAOZ 


ovyyvotro Sita Kal mapaotain mpdoppwv. 


1 unviv M, wh viv E: Dindorf. 2 iv: Vict. 
3 ¢eds M changed to fed m, 4$ olkrewpe: Kirchhoff. 
5}, 207-210, Hermann’s arrangement with lacuna at 212, 
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THE SUPPLIANT MAIDENS 


Cuorus 
I would fain even now be seated by thy side. 


Danas 
| Then tarry not, but put thy purpose into act. 


Cuorvus 


O Zeus, have pity upon our troubles ere yet we 
are undone. 
Danaiis 


If he but so vouchsafe, all will end well. 


* Cuorus 
[A verse is here lost.] 


Danaiis 
Invoke now also yon bird of Zeus. 


Cuorus 
We invoke the saving beams of the Sun. 


Danats 


Pure Apollo, too, who, though a god, was exiled 
once from heaven. 
Cuorus 


Knowing this our lot, he may well have com- 
passion on mortals. 
Danas 


May he in truth have compassion, and of his 
_ grace stand by to defend. 


6 kuxMoxerat changed to kixdjoxerat M: Rob., xexAjoxere 
ilam. , 7 evyviin: Lobeck. 
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XOPOS 


Ti obv KiKAjoKkw' TavSe Sayudvev Er; 
AANAOS 

6p® tpiawav tyvde onpetov Oeod. 
XOPOS 

GW’ €b 7° erepiper bd te ScEdoOw xOovt. 
AANAOX 

220 ‘“Eppijs 68° ados toiow “EMzjvev vépors. 

XOPOX 


eXevbepois vuv eobAd KnpuKevérw. 


AANAOS 


, > > 4 ~ , 
mavtwv 8 avaKtwy TOvde KowoBwpiay 
/ > > c ~ > ¢ ‘ e , 
a€Beol”’: &v ayv@ 8 éopos ds mederdSwv 
ileobe Kipxwy Tav dporrépwv ddBw, 
225 €xOpGv opaiuwv Kal prawovtwy yévos. 
épvillos opvis THs av ayvetou' dayadv; 
ms 8 dv yaudv dxovoay dxovtos mdpa 
£ ‘ / > my < i) A % 2 ay. p>) ‘ 
ayvos yévour’ av; oddé py ’v “Aidov Oavev 
pvyn paraiwy' airias, mpaéas rdde. e 
230 Kaxet Sixdler tarAaxnpual’,’ ds Adyos, 
Zevds dddos ev Kapodow tordras Sixas. 
oxometre, KapelBeobe tovde Tov Tpdmov,® 
Orws av vutv mpayos ed wiKa rd8e. 
2 Kudloxw: Kuxhjoxw Canter, xxdyoxw Wilam. 
2 ieobar xpéxw M (itecOe xépxw marg. m): Rob. 
5 dvawevor Mss.: dvayvevo. Plutarch, Mor. 417 f, 607 e. 


4 wdraov: Schiitz. © rama év waBws: Vict. 
8 rérov: Stanley. 
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THE SUPPLIANT MAIDENS 


Cuorvus 


Whom, further, of these divinities must I invoke ? 


Danats 


I behold a trident here, token of its god. 


Cuorus 


Well did he speed us hither and well may he 
receive us in this land. 


Danas 


Here, too, is Hermes, according to the Hellenic 
wont. 
Corus 


May he then herald good tidings to the free ! 


Danats 


And do reverence to the common altar of all these 
protecting powers ; and seat yourselves on holy 
ground like a flock of doves in dread of hawks of the 
same feathered tribe—kindred, yet foes, who would 
fain pollute their race. If bird prey on bird, how 
-can it be pure? And how can man be pure who 
would wrest from an unwilling sire an unwilling 
bride? Nay, for such an act, not even in the realm 
of Hades, after death, shall he escape arraignment 
for outrage. There also, so men tell, among the 
dead another Zeus holds a last judgment upon mis- 
deeds. Take heed and make reply as I enjoined, 
that victory may attend your cause. 

[Enter the King of Argos with men-at-arms 
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BASIAEYS 


modamov Guthov tév8’ dveAnvdarorov! 
mémAovor BapBdpowor Kal TuKveimact 
xAiovra mpoodwvoipev; od yap ’ApyoAls 
> A ~ QO? > en / / 
€obijs yuvarrady odd? ad? ‘EMdSos rémuv. 
Omws 5€ xdpav ode? knpdKwv vo, 
anpofevoi Te, voodw Hynrav, porety 
€rAnr’ atpéotws,* robro Oavuacrev zéXeu. 
Kkhddou ye pev 51) Kard vdpous adixropav 
keivrat map’ duiv mpds Beots dywviors- 

4 4Q>9 «6 ¢ A A , re 
povoy 708° ‘EAds xOdv cuvolcerat oToxXw. 
Ny NONE Ge ie 5 aor > 

kat TaAAa TON’ Er” cixdoart Sixavov HY, 
et py Tapdvte POdyyos qv O onuavar. 
XOPOS 
eipnkas adi Kdopov aevdh Adyov. 
ey@ 8€ mpds’ ae mérepov cs ernv Ady, 
7) pyrop’ tepopdBdov,° 9 Trews aydv; 
BASIAEYS 
mpos tabr dye(Bov Kal Ady’ vapors’ enol. 
Tod ynyevots ydp ci” éeyd) IladatyBoves 
ins Iedaoyds,* rode yas apynyerns. 
enod 8 dvaxros ebtaAdyws emw@vupov 
yevos Iedacyav rivS_ kaprotra: ybdva. 
kal macav alay, As Sv ayvos” Epyerat ¢ 
1 dvé\Xnva orédov: Bothe. 2 obd2: Herm, 
5 dxpéorws: Sophianus. 4 éretxdoat: Martin, 
5 poo. M, mpoccé m, mpds oe GE. 
5 #rnpov (changed to # Tnpov ?) hepov M (i) épuod M marg.), 
4} Tnpdv jpov E: Schiitz, 7 Aéyer’ evOapocis: Turn, 
8 wed\aoyod: Canter, ® aldvns M, dévns E: Turn, 
0 Giddyos ME: 8 ddyos GP: Wordsworth, 
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THE SUPPLIANT MAIDENS 


Kine 


Whence hails this band we address, attired in un- 
Hellenic garb and flaunting in barbaric robes and 
fabric of close woof? For your apparel is not that 
of the dames of Argos, nor yet of any part of Hellas. 

_ How ye gained courage thus fearlessly to come unto 
this land, unheralded and unfriended and without 
guides, this moves my wonder. And yet, ’tis true, 
I see that boughs such as suppliants bear are laid 
by your side before the gods assembled here—only 

as to this can Hellas make guess with confidence.! 
As for the rest, there is still much I should with 
reason have to conjecture, were there not a living 

' voice to instruct me face to face. 


} Cuorvs 
: Touching our attire, not falsely hast thou spoken. 
But, for my part, how am I to address thee? As 
commoner, as spokesman, bearer of the sacred 
| wand,? or as ruler of the realm? 
Kine 
On that score, make answer and speak with confi- 
dence unto me. For I am Pelasgus, offspring of 
Palaechthon, whom the earth brought forth, and lord 
of this land; and after me, their king, the race of 
the Pelasgi, who reap the fruits thereof, is fitly 
named. Of all the region through which the pure 
Strymon flows, on the side toward the setting sun, 


| 1 The original means “agree in forming a conjecture,” 
_ i.e. be satisfied with a guess. 
_ 2 Apparently a periphrasis for “herald”; but the Greek 
text is uncertain. 
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Urpupady, 70 mpos Svvovros HAlov, xpata. 
opilowar de rHv Te’ TleppaiBww xOdva, 
Ilivdov te taméxewa, Mave TréAas, 
dpn te Awdwvata: ovvréuver 8° Spos 
bypas Oaddcons: rab tami Tdde* KpaTa. 

adtis 5€ ywpas "Arias wéSov 7d5€ 
maAat KéxAnrar pwros iarpod ydpw. 
TA \ 2r6 ‘ > /, N. / 

ms yap €\Oav ex mépas Navraxrias 
larpépavris mats ’AmddAAwvos xOdva 
THvd exxabaiper KvwddAwy Bporodbdpwv, 
7a. 87° waaay aipdtwv pudopacw 
xpavleio’ aviike yata pnvirat’ dyn! 
SpaxovOdpirov® Svopera Evvorriav. 
TovTwY an Touata Kal ruTiipra 

/ pre ys. 7 A 6 > vA) s a) ‘ 
mpagas apeumTus “Ams* "Apyeia xOovi 
pvnpnv wor’ avtipvobov' niper’® ev rats. 

€xovoa 8° 78 Tam euod TeKxprpra 
yevos 7° av eedyo.o Kai A€yous mpdow. 
pakpdy ye wev O71 pow" ob orépyer mods. 

XOPOS 
A /, > © a > a , 

Bpaxvs topés & 6 pwi0os: "Apyetar yévos 
efevxouecba, ordpuar’ edréxvov Bods: 

A a > > ~ Ie 4 /, 
Kat tabr’ adnOi mévra mpoopiow Adyw. 


BASIAETS 


amora™ uvbeio®’, & Edvar, KAvew enol, 
ows 700° buiv eorw ’Apyeiov yévos. 
1 ride M, rivde E: Stanley. 
2 7 drera dé: Canter, ® 6é: Turn, 
+ pnvetras dxn: Herm. (uqvrat') Martin (4x7). 
5 SpdxwvO" suirav M, SpdxovO* &udov m: Bothe, 
5 neunT@s drets : Rob. 


THE SUPPLIANT MAIDENS 


Iamthelord. There lie within the limits of my rule 
the land of the Perrhaebi, the parts beyond Pindus 
nigh unto the Paeonians, and the mountain ridge of 
Dodona; the boundary of the liquid sea restrains 
my realm. The region hitherward of these confines 
I hold in sway. 

The ground whereon we stand is Apian land itself, 
and hath of old borne that name in honour of a 
leech. For Apis, seer and leech, the son of Apollo, 
came from Naupactus on the farther shore and 
purged well this land of monsters deadly to man, 
which Earth, defiled by the pollution of bloody deeds 
of yore, caused to spring up—plagues charged with 
wrath, a baleful colony of swarming serpents. Of 
these plagues Apis worked the cure by surgery and 
spells to the content of the Argive land, and for 
reward thereafter earned for himself remembrance 
in its litanies. 

Now that ye have my tokens, declare your 
lineage and speak further—yet our people brooks 
not long discourse. 


Cuorus 


Our tale is brief and clear. Argives we claim to 
be by birth, seed of a cow blest in its offspring. And 
_ the truth of this I shall confirm in full. 


Kine 


Stranger maidens, your tale passeth my belief— 
how this race of yours can be of Argos. Nay, for 


7 govravtweioOov: Turn. 8 eper: Dindorf. 
9 ov ‘A av M (m marg. &xoveay): Heimsoeth. 
yer . . . Aéyor rporws: Rob. 
1 Snplow: Bi. 12 greta: Aldina. 
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A 


AtBvorixais yap paddov eudhepeorepar 

280 yuvasiv’ core Kovdapads éyywpiais. 
kat Netdos dv Opéyere towobrov gurov, 
Kémpwos yapaxrip 7 &v yuvaielous témoi 
Elks mémAnKkTae TeKTovey m™pos apoévw: 
Tolas* 7 axovw* vouddas immoBdpoow* 
- / > 4 / 

285 ca Kapjrous dorpaBilovcas, xOdva 
map’ Aidiopw dorvyerovovpévas. 

\ Fans , 56> , 
kal Tas avavdpous KpeoBdpous® + Apalovas, 
et to€orevyeis Fre, Kdpr’ av 7Kaoa 
duds. SiSaxbeis <8’ >? dv 768” eideinv mXéov, 

290 omws yévebAov omépua 7° ’Apyeiov 76 adv. 


XOPOS 

kAnSobxov “Hpas dact Swpdrwv ore 

27. / aQ> 2 8? / , 

Ie yevéoba 798” ev Apyeia xOovi; 

BASIAET 

Wy ds pddora, cal ddris T0AAy) Kpare?. 

XOPOX 
295 py Kal Adyos tis Ziva Hex Piva’ Booted; 


BAZIAEYS 
Kakpunra” y “Hpas radra TapmaAdypwara," 


> 


XOPO 
ms ody TedevTa Bacrrewy velen rdSe; 


1 yuvactt 5°: Turn. ? Wwoovs: Tucker, 
8 dxodwv: Rob. 4 lrmoBduoow: Turn, 
° kpeoBpérovs: Abresch. 8 &': Porson. 


7 <8> Abresch, 
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THE SUPPLIANT MAIDENS 


ye are rather more like to women of Libya and 
in no wise to those native to our land. The Nile, 
too, might foster such a stock, and like unto yours 
is the Cyprian impress stamped upon female forms 
by male artificers. And of such aspect, I have 
heard, are nomad women, who, pillion-borne, ride 
on steed-like camels, women dwelling in a land 
neighbouring the Aethiopians. And had ye been 
armed with the bow, assuredly I had guessed ye 
to be the mateless, flesh-devouring Amazons. But 
inform me and I shall the better comprehend how 
it is that ye trace your race and lineage from Argos. 


Cuorvus 
Is there a report that, in this land of Argos, Io 
in olden time was ward of Hera’s fane ? 
Kine 


Certes she was ; the tradition prevails far and wide. 


Cuorus 


And is there some story, too, that Zeus was joined 
in love with a mortal ? 
Kine 


Aye, and this entanglement was not secret from 
Hera. 
Cuorvus 


What then was the issue of this royal strife ? 


8 7H ldetv: Sophianus. 9 mwxOqvac: Wilam. 
10 kal kpurrd: Herm. 1 zaddayuarwy: Herm, 
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BASIAETS 
Body rv yuvaik’? €Onxev "Apyela Beds. 
XOPOS 
300 ovKow meAdLer Zeds ex? evxpaipw Bot; 
BASIAEYS 
pact, mpérovra? Bovlépw tatpw Séuas. 
XOPOS 
tt Sra’ mpds tabr’ dAoxos* iayupa Ards®; 
BASIAEYTS 
tov mav0? Spavra pvAax’ enéarnoer Bot. 
XOPOS 


motov mavdrryv oioBouxdAov A€yews ; 


BASIAEYS 
305 "Apyov, Tov ‘Epuiis maida yas xarécravev, 
XOPOX 
Ti ody erevéev’ d\Xo Svorétpw Bot; 
BASIAETS 
Bonddrnv ptwra KwWnTHpLov. 
XOPOS . 
olotpov Kadofow abrov of Neirov mrédas.? 
1 Bov.rnv M, Botrny other mss. : Canter. 
? xpérovras: Turn, 5 oh: Vict. 
4 rafra Abxos: Rob. 5 xupa duos: Pauw. 


® &revte 6’: Turn, 
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Kine 


The goddess of Argos transformed the woman into 
a COW. 
Cuorus 


And when a horned cow, did not Zeus approach 
her ? 


Kine 
So they say, likening his form unto a bull eager 
for his mate. 
Cuorus 


What then did Zeus’ stubborn consort to requite 
this deed ? 
Kine 


She placed the all-seeing one to stand watch over 
the cow. 
Cuorus 


What manner of all-seeing herdsman with a single 
charge hast thou in mind ? 
Kine 
Argus, a son of Karth, whom Hermes slew. 


Cuorvus 


What else did she contrive against the hapless 
20w ? 
Kina 
A sting, torment of cattle, that urged her ever on. 


Cuorus 
Brize they call it, those who dwell hard by the Nile. 


7 wédas M, watdes m marg.: Turn. 
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Kine 


Well then, it drave her by a long course from out 
the land. 
Cuorus 


This, thy account, likewise agrees with mine in 
all respects. 
Kine 


Further, she came to Canobus and to Memphis. 


Cuorvus 


Aye, and Zeus ppeendoted issue by the touching 
of his hand. 
Kine 


Who is it then that claims to be the cow’s Zeus- 
begotten calf ? 
Cuorvus 


Epaphus, and truly named from laying on of hands. 


Kine 
[And who was begotten of Epaphus ?] 


Cuorvus 


Libya, who reaps the fruit of the largest portion 
of the earth. 
Kine 


[What offspring, then, had Libya ?] 


Cuorvus 
aes was the first child born of her.] 


Kine 


What offshoot of hers hast thou further still to 
tell ? 
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Cuorus 
Belus, who had two sons and was father of my 
father here. 
Kine 


Declare unto me now his name with wisdom 
fraught.! 
Cuorus 


Danaiis ; and he hath a brother with fifty sons. 


Kine 


Grudge not thy speech, but reveal unto me his 
name as well. 
Cuorus 


Aegyptus; and now that thou. knowest mine 
ancient lineage, I pray thee act so as to succour? a 
band that is Argive by descent. 


Kine 


Of a truth, methinks, ye have from of old some 
partin this ourland. But how did ye bring yourselves 
to leave the home of your fathers? What stroke of 
fortune befel ? 

CHorus 


Lord of the Pelasgians, of varying hue are the ills 
of mankind, and nowhere canst thou find trouble of 
the self-same plume. For who had dreamed that a 
kindred race, sprung thence of old, would thus in 


1 The epithet, properly applicable to the venerable 
Danaiis, is transferred to his name, because, to the Greek, 
name often connoted personality. So ‘the dreaded name 
of Demogorgon.” 

2 Literally ‘‘ raise’ from sanctuary. 
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unexpected flight find haven at Argos, fleeing in 
terror through loathing of the marriage-bed ? 


Kine 


Wherefore, sayest thou, are ye suppliants of these 
gods congregated here, holding in your hands those 
white-wreathed, fresh-plucked boughs ? 


Cuorus 
Not to be made bondswomen to Aegyptus’ race. 


Kine 
By reason of hatred? Or dost thou speak of 
unlawfulness ? 
Cuorus 
Who would purchase their lords from among their 
kin ? 
Kine 
Tis thus that families have their power enhanced. 


Cuorus 
Aye, tis easy then, if things go ill, to put away a 
wife. 
Kine 
How then am I to deal with you in accordance with 
my righteous duty ? 
Cuorus 
By not surrendering us at the demand of Aegyptus’ 
sons. 
Kine 
A serious request in sooth—to take upon myself 
a dangerous war. 
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Cuorus 


Aye, but Justice protects her champions. 


Kine 


True, if she had a part therein from the first. 


Cuorus 


Do thou show reverence for the helm of the State 
thus engarlanded.1 


Kine 


I shrink as I gaze upon these shrines shaded o’er 
with leafage. 


Cyorus 


Aye, yet heavy in truth is the wrath of Zeus, god 
of the suppliant. 


Son of Palaechthon, lord of the Pelasgians, hearken 
unto me with a heart benign. Behold me, thy sup- 
pliant, a fugitive, coursing to and fro like a heifer 
chased by wolves upon precipitous crags, where, 
confident in his succour, she lows to tell the herds- 
man of her distress. 


Kine 


I behold yon company of assembled gods marking 
their assent beneath the shade of fresh-plucked 


1 The gods, whose statues have been wreathed with the 
Suppliants’ branches, are regarded as the pilots who direct 
the ship of State. Possibly there is also a reference to the 
custom of crowning a vessel's stern with flowers. 
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oughs. Nevertheless may this cause of claimants 
o the friendship of our city bring no mischief in its 
train! And let no feud come upon the State from 
causes unforeseen and unforestalled; for of such 
trouble the State standeth in no need. 


Cuorvus 


Yea, indeed, may Justice, daughter of Zeus the 
Apportioner, Justice who protecteth the suppliant, 
look upon our flight that it bring no mischief in its 
train. But do thou, aged in experience as thou art, 
learn from one of younger birth. If thou showest 
mercy to a suppliant . . . from a man of holiness. 


Kina 


*Tis not, in sooth, my private house at whose 
hearth ye sit. If the State is stained by pollution 
in its commonalty, in common let the people strive 
to work out the cure. For myself, I will pledge no 
promise before I have communicated with all the 
citizens touching these events. 


Cuorvus 


Tis thou that art the State, ’tis thou that art 
the people. Thou, a lord subject to no judge, dost 
rule the altar, thy country’s hearth, by thy will’s 
sole ordinance and, enthroned in sole sovereignty, 
thou dost determine every issue. Beware pollution ! 


5 doray . . . Totcde: Scaliger. 6 Sjuwov: Weil. 
7 xpovoist: Sophianus (#pévocr), Pauw. 
8 Gdyos: Rob. 
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Kine 


Pollution rest upon mine enemies! But without 
harm I know net how to succour you. And yet 
again, it is not well advised to slight these suppli- 
cations. I am perplexed, and fear possesses my 
soul whether to act or not to act and take what 
fortune sends. 


Cuorvus 


Look unto him that looketh down from on high, 
unto him, the guardian of mortals sore-distressed, 
who appeal unto their neighbours, yet obtain not 
the justice that is their due right. Verily the 
wrath of Zeus, the suppliant’s god, awaiteth such 
as will not be softened by a sufferer’s plaints. 


Kine 


If the sons of Aegyptus have authority over thee 
by thy country’s law on the plea that they are 
nearest of kin, who would fain contest their claim? 
Thou must plead in accordance with the laws of the 
land thou hast quitted, that they have no authority 
over thee. 

Cuorus 


Never, oh never, may I fall subject to the power 
and authority of these men. To escape this marriage 
that offends my soul I am determined to flee, pilot- 
ing my course by the stars. Take Justice as thy 
ally, and render judgment for the cause approved 
righteous by the gods. 

8 © duorapbédxras ME (dvcrapGev7jras m marg.): Burges. 

4 riod’ M: Vict. * vroxépios: Rob. ° gvyal: Heath. 

43 


400 


405 


410 


415 


AESCHYLUS 


BASIAEYTS 


> yo a > “~ , 
OUK eUKpLTOV TO Kpia* pn pw atpod KpiTyp. 
elrov 8€ Kat mpiv, odK dvev Sjuov rd8e 
mpatayun’ dv, obdé TEp Kpar@v, yn) Kat! more 

a 4 
cian Aewds, ed rod TH 7) Totov T8you," 
Pte hE: 3 he'd , >> 

emmAvdas* rysav dmdAeoas éAw. 


XOPOS 


> / 4 / /Q9 > a > 

audorépovs Suatuev 748 emoxomet [dvr. y, 
eds €repoppenns, veo eikdtws 

ddica pev Kakois, dora 8 evvopots. 
/ ~ > > ” e id 

Tt TOVS’ e€ tcov peToLevwy perad- 

vets 70 Sixavov &p€ast; 


BASIAEYTS 


det ror Babelas ppovridos owrnpiou, 

, a ~ 
Siknv KodvpByripos, es Bvbov porety 
Sdedopkos dupa, BAS dyav dvwpevov,’ 
Orws avara Tatra mp@ra wev mdAe, 

> af > ¢€ ~ > / ~ 
avroigt & Ayiy exteAeuTijce Kadds, 
kat pire Siipis pyotwy edarberar 

ae 1 t] ~ on #Q? © / 
kyr ev Ocdv paccw 3 iSpupévas 
exddvres judas tov TravadAcbpov Pedy 
Bapdv Evvouxov Onodpec8”® aAdoropa, 

“7 993 9.8¢ \ tg a 
os’ ot” &v®AiSou rév Oavevt €Xevbepor, 
Lav ob Soxe? S<iv’ doovri8os owrnpiov; 


1 kal wi: Turn, ? rux09: Porson. 
8 elrjdvdas: Rob. 4 &fac: Headlam, 
> dvopnévov: Salvinius, 8 Onodued’s Viet, 


44, 


THE SUPPLIANT MAIDENS 


Kina 


No easy matter this for judgment—make me not 
judge thereof. I have declared already that. ruler 
though I be, I will not do this thing save with the 
consent of my people, lest hereafter—if aught un- 
toward should in any wise befall—the folk should say, 
“Thou didst honour aliens and hast wrought the 
ruin of thine own land.” 


Cuorvus 


Both sides alike in this dispute doth Zeus, kindred 
to both in blood, survey with balance poised impar- 
tially, apportioning, as is due, unto the wicked their 
wrongdoing and to the godly their works of righteous- 
ness. When these things are thus equally poised, what 
compunction hast thou if thou workest me justice ? 


Kine 


Surely there is need of deep and salutary counsel ; 
need for a keen-sighted eye, not o’ermuch confused, 
to descend, like some diver, into the depths, that to 
the State above all things this matter may work no 
mischief, and may come to a fair issue for ourselves ; 
that strife may not seize on you for prize, nor yet that 
we surrender you from these seats of sanctuary, 
and bring upon ourselves the dire, abiding vengeance 
of the all-destroying god, who, even in the peau of 
Death, doth not set his victim free. Surely ye cannot 

think there is no need of salutary counsel ? 


7 os M: Vict. 8 otéév M, odd’ év G. 
® Soxetvy Sef: Turn. 
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Cuorus 


Yea, take counsel, and, as is thy sacred duty, 
prove thyself our righteous champion. Betray not 
the fugitive who hath been impiously cast out and 
driven from afar. 


And see me not ravished from this sanctuary of 
many gods, oh thou that holdest sovereign ‘power 
over the land ; but recognize the men’s wantonness, 
and beware the wrath of Heaven. 


Endure not to behold thy suppliant dragged, spite 
of justice, from the images of the gods, like a horse 
by the frontlet, and to behold rude hands laid upon 
my fine-woven robes. 


For be thou assured of this—whichsoever end thou 
shalt bring to pass, it remaineth unto thy children 
and thy house to make full payment by strict re- 
compense.t_ Consider these righteous ordinances 


of God. 


Kine 


Aye, I have considered them; and J am driven to 
this cruel pass—I must take upon myself a mighty 
war against one side or the other. There is no escape 
—'tis as firmly fixed as a ship’s hull drawn tight by 
windlasses. There is no issue without grievous hurt. 

1 The condensed phrase ‘ pay equal (measure of) justice,” 
though emphasizing the notion of just retribution for evil, 
includes that of just reward for good—the act comes back 
upon the doer (dpdcavre radeiv). 

3 7 datoray M (rdalns ray m marg.): Pauw. 
4 roduphrwv : Turn. 5 Specxrelvew M: Abresch. 
8 duolay : Klausen. 
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Now when goods are plundered from a homestead, 
other goods may come by grace of Zeus, guardian of 
household wealth ; so a tongue that has shot arrows 
beside the mark—one speech may be the healer of 
another. But to avoid shedding of kindred blood, 
surely there is need of sacrifice and that many a 
victim fall to many a god as a deliverance from im- 
pending harm. Of a truth, ’tis to my undoing that I 
am come into this quarrel; and yet I am fain to be 
unskilled rather than practised in the lore of fore- 
telling ill. But may my judgment belie itself and 
all go well ! 


Cuorvus 


Hear now the end of my manifold appeals for 
compassion. 


Kine 


LThear; say on. It shall not escape me. 


Cuorvus 


I have breast-bands and girdles wherewith to 
gather up my robes. 


Kine 


Such things are proper, no doubt, to womenfolk. 


Cuorus 


In these then, be sure, I have a rare con- 
trivance— 


* éyo: Tucker. 5 grpéBous: Scaliger. 
8 riyay yuvatkav: tax’ &v Markscheffel, ywasly Wecklein, 
yuvactl Tucker. 7 cadet: Turn. 
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Kine | 


Tell me what speech thou hast in mind to utter. 


Cuorus 


If thou wilt not engage thyself to give some 
pledge unto our company— 


Kine 


What is the contrivance of the sashes to effect 
for thee ? 
Cuorus 


To adorn these images with tablets of strange 
sort. 
Kine 
Thy words are riddling ; come, explain in simple 
speech. 
Cuorus 


To hang ourselves forthwith from the statues of 
yon gods. 
Kine 


I mark a threat that is a lash unto my heart. 


Cxorus 
Thou hast grasped my intent, for I have cleared 
thy vision. 
Kine 


Aye; and on many sides are difficulties hard to 
wrestle with; for, like a flood, a multitude of ills 


* waxtorfjpa: Auratus. 5 kal uy: Turn. 
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bursts on me. It is a sea of ruin, fathomless and 
impassable, that I have launched upon, and nowhere 
is there a haven from distress. For should I not 
effect a quittance of the debt due to you, the pollution 
thou namest is beyond all range of speech; yet if 
I take my stand before the walls and try the issue 
of battle with the sons of Aegyptus, your kinsmen, 
how will the cost not mount to a cruel price—men’s 
blood to stain the ground for women’s sake ? 

And yet the wrath of Zeus who guardeth the sup- 
pliant compels my reverence; for supreme among 
mortals is the fear of him. Do thou, aged father of 
these maidens, take these boughs straightway in 
thine arms and place them upon other altars of the 
country’s gods, that all the burghers may see the 
token that ye have come in suppliance. And let 
no random word be let fall against me; for the 
people is fain to complain against authority. It 
may well chance that some, stirred to compassion 
at the sight, will hate the wantonness of the troop 
of males, and that the people will be more friendly 
of intent towards you; for to the weaker cause all 
men are well disposed. 


Danaiis 


We deem it worth much to have gained a champion 
who is compassionate. Yet send with me escorts 
and guides of the country’s folk that we may find 
where the gods who protect your city have their 
altars at the temple fronts and their . . . seats, 
and that safety may attend our progress through 


5 arpéctevov: Canter. 
§ ro\ccovxous M?, -ov7~wr M*PH. 
7 aogpadelas 6€ 6’: Turn. 
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With the mound, crowded with the images of the gods 
and their common altar (1, 222), the maid 


ens here contrast 
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the town. The nature of our aspect is unlike yours 
—for Nile and Inachus rear a different race. Be- 
ware lest present over-confidence beget dismay ; 
ere now have men through ignorance slain those 
they loved. 

Kine 


Forward, my men; for the stranger speaketh 
fairly. Be ye his guides to the altars of the city 
and to the sanctuaries of the gods. With such as 
meet you on the way ye must not have lengthy 
conyerse while ye are bringing this seafarer to be 
a suppliant at the hearths of the gods. 

[Exit Danaiis with attendants 


Cuorvus 


To him thou hast spoken, and let him go with 
the instructions thou hast given. But what of me? 
What am I todo? Where dost thou assign security 
unto me ? 

Kine 

Your boughs leave where ye are, tokens of your 
distress. 

Cxorus 


Behold, I leave them at thy signal and behest. 


Kine 


Betake thee now along this level space about the 
sanctuary.* 


a level space, adjacent to the sanctuary yet accessible to all. - 
Some dAcn were open to the public (68a), while others 
formed part of the sacred precinct proper. The poets, 
according to Strabo ix. 412, used the word ddcos to denote 
all sanctuaries, even if they were not planted with trees. 
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Cuorvus 


But it is not holy ground. How can it keep me 
safe ? 
Kine 
Nay, be assured, we will not give thee up to 
winged creatures’ ravishment. 


CHorus 


But what if to those whom we dread worse than 
fell serpents ? 
Kine 


Fair words, I prithee, since thyself art spoken fair. 


Cuorvus 


Nay, no wonder that I am fretful through alarm 
of mind. 
Kine 


Excess of fear is ever uncontrolled. 


Cuorus 
Do thou cheer my heart by deeds as well as words. 


Kine 


Nay, ’tis not for long thy father will leave thee 
here alone. I myself go now to call together the 
folk of the land that I may dispose the general body 
to friendliness ; and I will instruct thy father what 
manner of speech he must employ. Wherefore bide 
here and beseech with prayers the gods of the 


5 dpevt: Heath. 8 merw M, émérw E: Weil. 
7 roia MPE, rota superscribed P. 
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land to grant thy heart’s desire ; while I will go to 
advance thy cause. May persuasion and effective 
fortune attend me ! [Exit mith attendants 


Cuorvus 


Lord of lords, most blessed among the blessed, 
power most perfect among the perfect, O Zeus, 
all-happy, hearken to us and from thy offspring 
ward off in utter abhorrence the lust of men, and 
in the purple sea whelm their black-benched pest ! 


Look thou benignly upon the women’s cause, 
look upon our race ancient in story, and recall the 
gladsome tale of our ancestress, the woman of thy 
love. Show that thou remembrest all, O thou who 
didst lay thy hand upon Io. Lo, ’tis from Zeus that 
we claim our line is sprung, and ’tis from this our 
homeland that we went forth. 


Hither am I come to the prints of ancient feet, my 
mother’s, even to the region where she was watched, 
the while she browsed upon the flowers—into that 
pasturing mead, whence Io, tormented by the 
gad-fly’s sting, fled in frenzy, traversing many tribes 
of men, and in due accord with fate, cleaving asunder 
the surging strait, made her bourne the land upon 
the farther shore. 


And through the land of Asia she hurls, straight 
through sheep-pasturing Phrygia, and she passes 
the city of Teuthras among the Mysians, and the 


1 ropstvwy: Heath. 2 reiov: Stanley. 

3 yevés@w: Schiitz, Lobeck. 4 <8’> Tucker. 

5 épdmrwp: Askew, Porson. 6 Sias: Pauw. 

7 &oKxor: Schiitz. 8 idmrel Bacidos: Turn. 
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hollow vales of Lydia, across the mountains of 
the Cilicians and the Pamphylians, speeding over 
ever-flowing rivers and earth deep and rich, and the 
land of Aphrodite that teems with wheat. 


Harassed by the sting of the winged herdsman she 
gains at last the fertile demesne sacred unto Zeus, 
that snow-fed mead assailed by Typho’s fury, and 
the water of the Nile that no disease may touch 
—maddened by her ignominious toils and frenzied 
with the pain of Hera’s torturing goad. 


And mortals, who in those days were indwellers 
of the land, shook with pallid terror at the unwonted 
sight as they beheld a being fearsome, half-human, 
part of the race of kine and part of woman; and 
they were astonied at the monstrous thing. And 
then, at last, who was it that brought soothing 
‘& the far- wandering, the wretched, the sting- 
tormented Io? 


Zeus, it was, through endless time, the lord, . . . 
and by the unharming might of his hand, and by 
his breath divine, she gained rest, and let fall the 


1 \iyied : Turn. 2 opav M, bpwy m, dpdv K. 
3 [yévn] Heath. 4 ray: cal Wilam. 

5 rorapmovs 5’ M, mrorayodsG. ® ras: Herm. 

7 dppodirns: Turn. 
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sorrowing shame of tears. She conceived a burden, 
nm very truth of Zeus, and bare a blameless child, 


Throughout long ages blessed altogether. Whence 
ull the earth crieth aloud, ‘“‘ This is in very truth the 
seed of life-giving Zeus; for who else could have 
stayed the distemper visited on her by Hera’s plot ? ” 
Sall this the work of Zeus and this his race sprung 
rom Epaphus and thou shalt hit the truth. 


Who of the gods hath wrought deeds that, with 
Zood reason, warrant more fairly my appeal to 
tim? Father himself and lord, he with his own 
1and planted us, he the mighty fashioner of our race, 
1€ ancient in wisdom, he who deviseth all things, 
whose breath prospereth all things, even Zeus. 


He doth not sit upon his throne by mandate of 
another and hold his dominion beneath a mightier. 
None there is who sitteth above him whose power 
1e holdeth in awe. He speaketh and it is done— 
1e hasteneth to execute whatsoever his counselling 
nind conceiveth.! 

[Re-enter Danaiis 


Danatis 


Be of good cheer, my children—on the part of 
the citizens all goes well. Decrees, carrying full 
authority, have been passed. 


1 The full force of this majestic and awe-inspiring passage, 
ecalling the solemnity of Isaiah, can be reproduced only by 
paraphrase. Nearer the original is ‘‘ He doth not, sitting 
‘upon his throne> by the authority of any, bear a lesser sway 
lelegated by superiors ... But with him the deed is as 
the word to do swiftly aught of all his counselling mind 
conceiveth.” 
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Crorus 


Hail, our envoy, harbinger of tidings most welcome. 
But tell us—to what purport has the decision been 
carried, and to what course does the majority of 
the people’s suffrages incline ? 


Danais 


Action was taken by the Argives, not by any 
doubtful vote but in such wise as to make my aged 
heart renew its youth. For the air bristled with 
right hands held aloft as, in full vote, they ratified 
this resolution into law: “ That we be settlers in 
this land, be free, subject to no seizure, and secure 
from robbery of man; that no one, nor native nor 
alien, carry us captive ; but, if recourse be had to 
violence, any landholder who refuses to rescue us, 
should both forfeit his rights and suffer public 
banishment.” Such was the persuasive speech that 
the king of the Pelasgians spake in our behalf, utter- 
ing the solemn warning that never in after time 

should the city feed fat the wrath of Zeus, protector 
of the suppliant ; and declaring withal that, should 
a twofold defilement—from strangers and from 
burghers at once—arise before the city, it would 
prove a breeder of distress past all relief. Hearing 
these words, the Argive folk, waiting for no pro- 
clamation of crier, decreed by uplifted hand that so 
it be. It was the Pelasgian people, won readily to 
assent, that heard the subtle windings of his speech ; 
but it was Zeus who brought the end to pass. 


5 kapvordorous: Turn. (kdpp-). 
8 rpdppwy dv: Canter. 7 &k\avay edxAjropos: Turn. 
8 edzreibels altered from evreJe?s M: Bothe. 
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Cuorus 


Come, let us invoke blessings upon the Argives in 
requital for blessings. And may Zeus, the stranger's 
god, have regard to the offerings of gratitude voiced 
by a stranger’s lips, that they may in true fulfilment 
reach their perfect goal. 

Ye gods of heaven! MHearken now as’I pour 
forth orisons for blessings upon our kindred. Never 
may the wanton lord of war, insatiate of battle-cry, 
destroy by fire this Pelasgian land, even Ares who 
reapeth a human harvest in alien fields; for that 
they had compassion upon us, and cast a vote in 
our favour, and have respect for our pitiable flock, 
suppliants in the name of Zeus. 

Nor did they cast thetr suffrages upon the side of 
the males, holding of no account the women’s cause, 
since they had regard unto the avenging eye of 
Zeus, against which there is no battling, and what 
house would have it upon its roof to its defiling ?! for 
heavily doth it sit thereon. For they take reverent 
heed of their kin, petitioners of holy Zeus ; therefore 

1 By a sudden shift of metaphor, the-eye of Zeus is 


likened to a foul bird whose pollution of the roof is an evil 
omen to the inmates of the house. 
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with pure altars shall they gain the grace of the 
gods. 


Therefore let there fly forth from our over- 
shadowed! lips a prayer of gratitude. Never may 
pestilence empty this city of its men nor strife 
stain the soil of the land with the blood of native 
slain. But may the flower of its youth be unculled, 
and may Ares, the partner of Aphrodite’s‘bed, he 
who maketh havoc of men, not shear off their bloom. 


And may the altars, whereat the elders gather, 
blaze in honour of venerable men. Thus may their 
State be regulated well, if they hold in awe mighty 
Zeus, and, most of all, Zeus the warden of guest- 
right, who by venerable enactment guideth destiny 
aright. And that other guardians be always 
renewed, we pray ; and that Artemis-Hecate ? watch 
over the child-bed of their women. 


And let no murderous havoc come upon the realm 
to ravage it, by arming Ares—foe to the dance and 
lute, parent of tears—and the shout of civil strife. 


1 Overshadowed by the suppliant branches, which, though 
now laid on the altar (1. 507), are still in imagination held 
before the faces of the Maidens. 

2 Artemis and Hecate were identified in Attic cult as 
early as the fifth century n.c. Cp. Corp. Inscr. Ait. i. 208. 
The epithet éxarn “* far-darter,” “ archer ” was, it seems, not 
applied as a common adjective to Artemis. 
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4 Gs médecs M: Rob. 5 néya: Aldina. 

8 jréprarov M: H. L. Ahrens from schol. h 
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And may the joyless swarm of diseases settle far 
from the heads of the burghers, and to all the young 
folk may Lyceiis! be graciously disposed. 

And may Zeus cause the earth to render its tribute 
of fruit by the produce of every season; may their 
grazing cattle in the fields have abundant increase, 
and may they obtain all things from the heavenly 
powers. May minstrels sing hymns of praise at 
the altars; and from pure lips let there proceed 
the chant that attends the harp. 

And may the people that controls the State guard 
its privileges free from fear—a prudent government 
counselling wisely for the public weal. And ere 
they have recourse to arms may they inflict no loss, 
but grant just rights of covenant unto the stranger 
within their gates. 

And may they worship for evermore the gods 
who possess the land with native honours of laurel 
bough upborne, and oxen slain, even as their fathers 
did before their time ; since reverence for parents— 
this standeth written third among the statutes of 
Justice, to whom honour supreme is due. 

1 The epithet Lyceiis, often applied to Apollo, was com- 
monly connected with the belief that he was the destroyer 
and protector of wolves (Nvxov). As a destructive power he 
is invoked to ward off enemies (Seven against Thebes, 145) ; 
as an averter of evil he protects herds, flocks, and the young. 
According to Pausanias (ii. 19. 3) Danaiis established a 
sanctuary in honour of Lyceiis at Argos, where, in later times, 
the most famous of all Apollo’s temples was consecrated to 
him under the title of ‘* Wolf-ged.” 


9 edpiuos . . . modoa Oeal r’: Herm. 
0 7’ driuias M (dogadas m marg.): Butler. 
1 $4uov: Dindorf. ™ mpoundeds with a over 7 M: Herm. 
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Danais 

I commend these, your reasonable prayers, dear 
children ; but be not troubled yourselves when ye 
hear the unexpected and startling tidings your 
father has to tell. From my post of look-out here 
on the sanctuary of suppliants I descry their barque ; 
for ’tis well-marked and escapes me not: the trim- 
ming of its sail, its side-guards, and the prow that 
with its eyes scans its onward course, obeying—all too 
well for those to whom it is unfriendly—the guiding 
rudder at the stern. The men on board are plainly 
seen, their swart limbs showing from out their white 
attire. The rest of the ships and all the assisting 
fleet stand clear in view: but the leader herself has 
furled her sail and draws near the shore with full 
sweep of sounding oars. Yet ye must face the matter 
calmly and with self-control, and not be unmindful 
of yonder gods. For my part, I will secure me men- 
at-arms and advocates to urge our cause, and return 
anon. Haply some herald or envoys may come, 
eager to seize on you for prize and hale you hence 
—but there shall be naught of this: fear them not. 
Yet in the event that we should be slow in bringing 
succour, “twere better not for a moment to forget 
the means of help ye have here at hand. Courage ! 
In good time, assuredly, and on the day ordained, 
he who contemns the gods shall suffer punishment. 


Crorus 
Father, I am adread—with what swift wings the 
ships approach! No long interval of time is left. 
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I am possessed by dreadful fear whether in very 
truth my long flight has availed me aught. Father, 
I am fordone with fright. 


Danats 


Since the vote of the Argives was final, be of good 
cheer, my children ; they will fight in your defence, 
I know full well. 


[Cxorvs | 


Abominable is the lustful race of Aegyptus and 
insatiate of battle; and that thou too knowest 
well. 

In ships, stout-timbered and dark-prowed, have 
they sailed hither, attended by a mighty and a 
swarthy host, and in their wrath overtaken us. 


Danaits 


Aye, but they will find here a host with arms 
well seasoned by the noonday heat. 


(Cuorus] 


Leave me not forlorn, I implore thee, father. A 
woman abandoned to herself is naught. There is 
no fight in her. 

Evil of mind are they, and guileful of purpose, 
with impure hearts, recking naught of altars more 
than carrion birds. 


5 rode: Stanley. 6 wedaxeluw M: Turn. 
7 neonuBpiac M: Schiitz. 8 @ddrree Bpaxetov M: Turn. 
® mpddure: Turn. 10 Sovddgpoves: Valckenaer. 
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Danaiis 


Rarely would this profit us, my children, should 
they incur both Heaven’s hate and yours. 


[Cuorvus] 


Father, no fear of yon tridents or of things held 
sacred in the sight of Heaven will ever stay their 
hands from us. 

Full too overweening are they, maddened, with 
unholy rage, shameless dogs, that hearken not unto 
the gods, 


Danais 


Yet there is a saw that wolves o’ermaster dogs ; 
the byblus-fruit mastereth not the wheat-ear.! 


[Corvus] 


Since they have the tempers of lewd and impious 
beasts, we must guard against them speedily. 


Danatis 


Not speedy is a fleet in getting under way, nor yet 
in anchoring, when there is need to bring ashore 
the securing cables ; and even at anchorage shepherds 
of ships feel not at once secure, above all if they have 
arrived on a harbourless coast when the sun is 
sinking into night. In a cautious pilot night is wont 

1 Distinctive foods mark national differences—the Egyp- 
tians are no match for the Argives. Theophrastus, in his 


History of Plants, 4.8, reports that the inhabitants of Egypt 
chew papyrus, raw, Foie, or roasted, 
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to beget travail of mind. Then, too, the disem- 
barking of a force-at-arms cannot be effected with 
success before a ship has gained confidence in her 
moorings. But, for all thy terror, do thou be minded 
not to neglect the gods. [I will return] when I have 
secured succour. ‘The city shall find no fault with 
a messenger, old in years, but with youth in his 
heart and on his tongue. [Exit 


Cuorvus 


O land of hills, land of our righteous veneration, 
what is to be our lot? To what region in the Apian 
land are we to flee, if anywhere there be some dark 
hiding-place? Ah that I might become black 
smoke that draws nigh unto the clouds of Zeus ; or, 
soaring aloft without wings, vanish quite out of sight 
like viewless dust and dissolve into nothingness ! ~ 


The evil no longer admits of escape; my heart is 
darkened and a-quiver; the look-out my father held 
hath wrought me ruin. I am undone with terror. 
Rather would I meet my doom in a halter-noose than 
suffer the embraces of a man IJ loathe. Death ere 
that, with Hades for my lord and master ! 


Ah that somewhere in the upper air I might find 
a seat ’gainst which the dank clouds turn into snow, 
or some bare, inaccessible crag, outranging sight, 
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brooding in solitude, beetling, vulture-haunted, to 
bear witness to my plunge into the depths ere ever 
I be forced into a wedlock that would pierce my 
heart ! 


Thereafter I refuse not to become a prey to dogs 
and a feast to the birds that make the place their 
home; for to be dead is to be freed from sorrow 
and sighing. Come death, death be my doom, before 
the marriage-bed! How can I even yet find some 
means of escape to deliver me from wedlock ? 


Shriek aloud, with a cry that reaches unto heaven, 
strains of supplication unto the gods; and do thou, 
O Father, give heed that they in some wise be 
accomplished to my safety and tranquillity. Behold 
deeds of violence with no kindly glance in thy just 
eyes! Have respect unto thy suppliants, O Zeus, 
omnipotent upholder of the land ! 


For the males of the race of Aegyptus, intolerable 
in their wantonness, chase after me, a fugitive, 
with clamorous lewdness and seek to lay hold of 
me with violence. But Thine altogether is the 
beam of the balance, and without Thee what is 
there that cometh to its accomplishment for mortal 
man ? [The Herald of the Egyptians with armed 

followers is seen at a distance 
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Ho! Ha! Here on the land is the pirate from 
the ship! Ere that, pirate, mayest thou perish 
. . . I see in this the prelude of suffering wrought 
by violence. Oh! Oh! Fly for protection! Savagery 
past all bearing by its insolence on sea and land 
alike. Lord of the land, protect us ! 


[Heratp] 


Away with you, away to the barque, fast as ever 
your feet can take you! Ah well then, if you won't, 
your hair shall be torn out; you'll be pricked with 
goads, and off shall come your heads with plenteous 
letting of gory blood. Away with you, away—and 
a murrain on you !—to the ships. 


[Cuorus] 


Would that on your course over the great briny 
flood you had perished along with your lordly 
arrogance and your riveted barque! . 


[Heratp] 


I charge you, stop your shrieking. . . . Ho there! 
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5 ¢ldva: Herm. 6 rodvppuyrov: Wellauer. 
7 Sopt: Herm. 8 jm lov: Herm. 


83 


855 


860 


865 


870 


84 


AESCHYLUS 


Acid’ ESpava,' Ki? és Sdpv. 
p p 

ay x Cage | / 3 

arletov amohw* od céBu: 


<XOPOS> 


bajmore madw iSoun”4 
aAgeaiBouoy BSwp, 

evlev deEdpevor® § 

Caipurov alua Bporoto. Odédet. 
éyyauos® éya) Babuyaios 
{Babpeias Babpetas, yéepov.T 


<KHPYz> 
od 8 ev vat vat Bd. 7 
taxa Oédeos abdeos, 
Bia Bia re 7oddG dpodSa. 
4 \ ~ 
{Bareat Babvyrrpoxard mablavt 
[CAdwevar maddpats].? 


< XOPO3> 
aia? aiat. 
ai yap® SvomaXdpws ddowo 
8’ dAippurov® daos, 
kara LaprySdviov 
X@pa ToAdpappov™ drabels 
Etpeiacou™ avpass. 


KHPYE 


ive Kal Adkale Kal kddeu eods. 

> , AY ~ > c A 
Aiyumriay yap Bapw ody drepbopf. 
[ive Kat] 

, s , 13 ors s 14 
Boa, xéov mpdrepov oilvos vdpov. 


[avr. a. 


[orp. B. 


THE SUPPLIANT MAIDENS 


| 
‘quit the sanctuary, be off to the ship! I stand in 


no awe of one without honour and city. 


[Corvus | 
Never again may my eyes behold the cattle- 
nurturing stream whence increase cometh unto men 
and vigour of the blood of life! I native here, of 
ancient nobility . . . old man. 


(Heratp] 
You'll get you speedily on ship-board, on ship- 
board, I say, whether you will or not, by force, by 
FONCE.40) «1s 


[Cuorvs] 


Alas, alas! So may you perish past all help, 
driven from your course over the surging mead by 
eastern breezes off the sandy barrow of Sarpedon ! 


HERALD 


Wail and shout and call upon the gods—thou shalt 
not escape the Egyptian barque. Cry out, utter a 
strain of woe more bitter still. 


1 {dpaya: Rob. 2 driérava wédw: Peiper. 

3 evoeBdy: Butler. 4 eldoc with « over e« M: Butler. 
5 defduevov: Scaliger. 8 dyevos: Weil. 

7 [6d. wad. ] Peiper. 8 kal yap: Heath. 

9 a\Xlpurov: Rob. 10 zo\uydpadov : Kmper, 

N etipelas ely: Paley. 2 [ivge cal] Burney. 


13 rixporep’ axéwy: Sidgwick (ix. Emper, xéov Weil). 
14 gyou’ éxwy: Burges. 
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* Npacts drpoyacuNaxrec with o: over ec M: Xvuas Dindorf, 
od mpd yas Herm., bd\doxwy Enger. 
® reptxaumrd: R. Ellis, 5 6s épwras: Emper. 
* ce dworpéve évacrov: Turn, 
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[Corvus] 


Alas, alas the brutal outrage with which, you 
crocodile, you wax wanton, bellowing on the sea. 
May the mighty Nile, who watches you, overwhelm 
your arrogance and bring you to naught ! 


Heratp 


I charge you, get ye with your utmost speed to 
the double-prowed barque. Let none loiter, no! 
for haling, I tell ye, has no mercy on locks of hair. 


Cuorvus 


Alas, father; the help of the sacred images de- 
ludes me. Like a spider, he is carrying me seaward 
step by step—a nightmare, a black nightmare ! 
Alack, alack! Mother Earth, mother Earth, avert 
his fearful cries! O father Zeus, son of Earth! 


HERALD 


I fear not the gods of the place—mark ye that. 
They reared me not, nor by their nurture did they 
bring me to old age. 

Cuorus 


He rages close to me, the two-footed serpent. .. 


5 dyrlarpopov: schol. Porson. 5 gpov: Rob. 
7 7: Turn. 8 ov daudterac: Pauw. 
9 Bporwoca pocarar waddadyer M: Bpdreos dpos dra Kust. Od. 
1422. 19: Bpéreos Abresch, édad’ Schiitz. 
10 ga; Valckenaer.  pawac: Rob. 
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e€xdva 8 os pe rst 
70da Saxoda”® eye, 
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KHPY= 
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XOPO 
908 SuwAduecd”: dems’, ava€,® méoyouev. 


KHPYZ 
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<XOPO> 
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<KHPY=> 
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BASIAETS 


obros, ti moveis; ee motou fpovijaros 

avdpav Tedacyav TVS” arysdles yOdva; 

GAN 7 yuvaccdv és addy Soxets poretv; 

vt: Herm. * mor’ & daxosdy M: Kruse. 
® Siwrduer0a émrdvat M: Tucker, 


* ll. 905 and 908 transposed: Wilam, 
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Like some viper he lays hold of me and bites my 
oot. Alack, alack! Mother Earth, mother Earth, 
wert his fearful cries! O father Zeus, son of Earth ! 


HERALD 


If thou wilt not resign thyself and get thee to 
ship, rending shall have no pity on the fabric of thy 
-aiment. 


Cuorus 
We are lost! O King, we are suffering impious 
yiolence ! 
HERALD 
Oh, kings a-plenty shall ye see anon in Aegyptus’ 
sons. Be of good cheer, ye shall not have to tell 
of lack of government. 
[Corvus] 


What ho! Chiefs and rulers of the city, I am 
shreatened with violence ! 


[Heratp] 
Methinks I shall have to seize you by the hair 
and drag you off since ye are slow to heed my orders. 
[Enter the King with retainers 
Kine 
Sirrah! What dost thou? What manner of 
arrogance has incited thee thus to do dishonour 


to this realm of Pelasgian men? Think’st thou, 
forsooth, “tis to a land of women thou art come? 


5 Odpre rod xepet ravapyiay M: Rob. 
6 rpduvo: Stanley. 7 ob} xaxod &&u MG: Porson. 
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KdpBavos dv 8° “ENnow eyxAlets dyav* 
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® &p0woa MG, dpevel M (ppevrt G): Rob, 
5 7 dmokwhdd? , . , éy#: Porson, 
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for a barbarian that has to do with Hellenes, thou 
waxest over-proud. Many are the misses of thy 
wits, and thy hits are none. 


HERALD 


And in this case wherein have I done amiss and 
transgressed my right ? 
Kine 


First of all, thou dost not know how to demean 
thyself as a stranger. 


HERALD 
I not know? How so, when I but find and take 


mine own that I had lost ? 
Kine 


To what patrons of thy land was thy notice given P 


HERALD 


To Hermes, the Searcher, greatest of patrons. ; 


Kine 


For all thy notice to the gods, thou hast no rever- 
ence unto them. 
HERALD 


’Tis the deities by the Nile that I revere. 


Kine 


While ours are naught, as I understand from 
thee ? 


4 rpoctévos: Vict. 5 kdrw: xdvw Rob, 
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KHPYZ 
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KHPYZ 
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€Avoev: GANG TroAAd, yiyvera’ mdpos 
TEonmar avdpady ka7roAaxriopot Biov, 
1 «des M, with o: over e m. 2 obé udd’: Rob, 
5 <> Headlam. * Aévyos: Heath. 
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HeraLp 


I shall carry off these maids unless someone shall 
tear them away. 
Kine 


Dost thou but touch them, thou shalt smart for 
it, and that right soon. 


HERALD 


I hear thee ; and thy speech is far from hospitable. 


Kine 


No, since for despoilers of the gods I have no 
hospitality. 
Heraip 


I will go and tell Aegyptus’ sons of this. 


Kine 


My proud spirit will not ponder on this threat. 


HERALD 


But that I may know and tell a plainer tale (for 
it beseems a herald to make exact report in each 
particular)—what message am I to deliver? Who 
is it, am I to tell on my return, that has despoiled 
me of this band of women, their own cousins? *Tis 
not, I trow, by voice of witnesses that the god of 
battle judgeth cases like this ; nor is it by the gift 
of silver that he settleth dispute; no! ere that, 
many a one shall fall and shuffle off his life. 


5 admayyé\ew M, -é\Xdewv E. § txow M, #rev m EK. 
7 ylvera M, ylyverar K. 
93 


940 


945 


950 


955 


AESCHYLUS 


<BASIAEYS> 


, , A ” > > , A 
TL aou A€yew xpr Tovvou’; ev ypdvw pabov 
clon od 7 adbros xoi' Evvéuropor ober. 
tavras 8° éxovoas pev Kar’ evvovay ppevav 
” ” ” > \ y , 2 

ayous av, elmep edocBrs mifor Adyos. 
toia de® Snudmpakxtos ex médews pla 
pidos Kéxpavrar, pymor éxSodvat Bia 
aToAov yuvarkav: Tavs’ edyAwra topds! 
youpos Svapmdé, ws pévew dpapdrws. 
Tatr od mivakiv éorw eyyeypappeva 

299 > ~ , , 
ov8’ ev mrvxais BiBAwy Karecdpayiopeva, 
cadh 8 axovers e€ eAevbepoardpov 
7 / > € 4 > > > / 

yAwcons. Kopilov & cs tdyior’ &€ dupdrov. 


<KHPT=> 
wv ” / > a 5 /, 
Eorypev On mdAcov dpetabat® véov. 
ein O€ vikn Kal Kpdrn Tots dpceow. 


<BASIAEY>=> 

GAN’ dpoevds tor Thode yijs olKrropas 
evpjoeT od tivovras ex KpiOav pébv. 
eee \ a \ , us 
dpets 5€ macau ody didais® dadoar 

ra ~ Pe > > ~ , 
Opdoos AaBobaa oreixer’ evepKA modu, 
nipywv Babeia pnyava KexAnuerny.! 

\ 4 > > \ AY A \ / 
kat ddpar’ é€ori moda pev Ta Sypwa, 
dcdwudrwpa 8 ob8 eydr opucpa yepl. 
OO isipeke F< 9P, 9 , 36 10 
ev? vpiv® e€atw edtiKous® vaiew ddéuous 


' ela@vyavros xo M, tows y’ ards x’ of m marg. : Bothe, 

2 Néyos : Turn, 3 rovade: Pauw. 

4 rvde pidwral ropS: Turn. 

© toOiwev rd’ Hon. . . épeoBe (changed from époGe) M: 


Cobet. ® pitas: Schiitz. 
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[Krve] 


My name? What need is there that I declare it 
thee? In due course of time thou shalt learn it, 
ou and thy mates. As for these maids, if, con- 
need by god-fearing argument, they consent of 
eir own free will and heartily, thou mayest take 
em. But to this purpose hath been passed a 
scree by the unanimous resolve of the people of 
e State, never, under compulsion, to surrender 
is company of women ; through this their resolve 
e rivet has been driven home, to remain fixed 
id fast. Not on tablets is this inscribed, nor hath 
been sealed in folds of books: thou hearest the 
uth from free-spoken lips. Now get thee instantly 
om my sight ! 


{Herarp] 


We are like, methinks, to involve ourselves anon 
a new war. But may victory and authority rest 
ith the men ! 


[Kine] 


Nay, ’tis men, I trow, you will find, in the dwellers 
this land; and that no drinkers of barley-bree. 
zit Herald.) But do ye take courage, all of you, 
d in company with your handmaidens, proceed to 
i well-fenced town, kept fast with bastions of 
-eply-planned device. As for places wherein to 
dge, there are plenty of public sort (and in no 
ean scale am J housed myself), where, in company 
th many others, ye may occupy abodes suitably pre- 


7 Kexdnuevny with c over the first 7 M: Herm. 
8 eddupetv: Kirchhoff. 9 évruxoven: Porson. 
W §Sduos: Turn. 
95 


AESCHYLUS 


960 moMdv per? GMwv: ei S€é Tis preilwv ydpts, 
mdépeoTw oixety Kat povoppvOuous? Sdpovs. 
Tovrwy Ta APaTa Kat ra Ovpndéorara 
mdpeort, Awricacbe.? mpoordrys 8 eyd 
dotot te mavtes, dvTep HSE Kpatverat 

965 pidos. tl r&vd< Kupwwrepous péveis; 


XOPOS 
GW avr dyabdv® dyabotor Bovors, 
Ste [leAacyav. 

/ A / a > ¢ /, 
méuov 5€ mpddpwv Seip” ajuérepov 
matép ev0apon Aavadv, mpdvoov 

970 kat BovAapyov. tod yap mpotépa 
Hijris, Saov xp Samara vatew 
kal téros edhpwv. mas tis emeumetv 

/ > / 
pdyov aAXobpdo.s 

” i) \ \ A 
evtukos"* ein 5€ Ta AGoTa. 
975 ow 7 edkdeia Kal dunvirw 

Bager Aadv eyywpwr® 
Tdooecbe, pirar Suwides, obrws 
¢ 24? c / , 
ws ef’ Exdorn SiexArjpwoev 

Aavacs Beparrovrida dpeprijy. 


AANAOZS 


980 & aides, "Apyetovow evyecOar ypedy, 
Ovew te reiBew 0, ds Oeots ’Odupzriows, 
oroveds, emel awrhpes od Siyoppdrrws. 
Kat Lov Td [ev mpaxevra mpos Tovs eyyeveis® 
pirous’ mxpOs jKovoav adraverbiors* 
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pared; or, if it like you better, it is free for you also 
to make your home in dwellings of separate sort. 
Of these select what is best and most to your 
desires. A protector ye have in me and in all the 
burghers, whose resolve this is that now takes effect. 
Why wait for others of higher authority ? 


Cuorvus 


In blessings mayest thou abound, noble Pelasgian, 
in requital for thy blessings! But, if it please thee, 
send hither our brave father Danaiis to be our 
adviser and leader of our counsels. For it befits 
him, rather than ourselves, to advise us where we 
should make our abode and what neighbourhood 
is friendly. All the world is ready to cast reproach 
on those who speak a foreign tongue. But may all 
be for the best! [Kat the King.| And do ye, dear 
handmaidens, preserving your fair fame and pro- 
voking no angry utterances on the part of the native 
folk, take up your stations even as Danaiis has 
allotted her duty of attendance unto each. 

[Enter Danaiis with a bodyguard 


Danats 


My children, it is meet to offer prayers unto the 
Argives and to sacrifice and pour libations unto them 
as to Olympian gods; for they are our saviours in 
no doubtful wise. The conduct of your cousins 
toward their own kinsfolk they heard from my lips, 
and were moved to bitterness against them; but 


5 évydow : Tucker, 6 éxrevets: Heath. 
7 tdov M (with ws over ov), E, Pious G. 
8 airavewlous: Scaliger. 
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to me they assigned this escort of spearmen, that I 
might have rank and honour, and might not be 
waylaid at unawares and perish by the death of the 
spear, and so an ever-living burthen come upon the 
land. Recipients of such boons as these, it becomes 
us to hold gratitude in yet higher honour in the 
bottom of our soul. And in addition to the many 
other sage injunctions of your sire recorded in your 
memory, do ye inscribe this withal—that an unknown 
company is proved by time. For in an alien’s case, 
all the world bears an evil tongue in readiness, and 
itis easy lightly to utter slander that defiles. Where- 
fore I would have ye bring no shame upon me, now 
when your youthful loveliness attracts men’s gaze. 
The tender ripeness of summer fruit is in no wise 
easy to protect; beasts despoil it—and men, why 
not?—and brutes that fly and those that walk 
the earth. Love’s goddess makes bruit abroad of 
fruit bursting ripe. . . . So all men, as they pass, 
mastered by desire, shoot an alluring arrow of the 
eye at the delicate beauty of virgins. See to it, 
therefore, that we suffer not that in fear whereof 
we have endured great toil and ploughed the great 
waters with our barque; and that we bring no 
shame to ourselves and exultation to our enemies. 
Habitation of double sort is at our disposition— 
the one Pelasgus offers, the other, the city—and to 
occupy free of cost. These terms are easy. Only 
pay heed to these behests of your father, and count 
your chastity more precious than your life. 


7 rpooyeypayyevous M: Rob. 


8 ds &Xéyxecac: Heimsoeth. ® e’rvyov: Spanheim, 
0 zadocr.8 M: Rob.  Pwouévny with ec over 7 M, 
2 ofy éexAnpwOn: Heath. 3 olkjces: Rob. 


14 harpoy: from Hesych., Herm. 1b guddéac: Vict. 
99 


AESCHYLUS 


XOPOS 
TaN’ edrvxotev mpos Vedv ’Odvpriwr: 
1015 cuts 8 dmapas otver’ ed Odpoe, mdrep. 
et yap Tu pn Oeots BeBovAevrar véov, 
ixvos TO mpdobev od Siactpéw dpevds. 


XOPOS <AANAIAQN> 


ire wav aoTvdvakras [o7p. a. 
pdkapas* Beods yavdovres® odvodxous 
1020 te Kal ot yeu’ ’Epacivov 


mepwaiovow® madaov. 
trodeEaobe <5’ >* dradot 
Lédos” alvos® dé médw riHvde TeAacyav 
exeTw, pnd ért Neidov 
1025 = mpoxods’ o¢Bwuev vyvous: 


A! > a A vs > 
motamovs 5° of dua ydpas [avr. a. 
Oerepor® Hua yéovow modAdvreKvot, 
Aurapots xevpaci yalas 

Pi XeUley Mf 
fe) ri * odd 
T00e petAicoovTes® oddas. 
1030 éridou 8 “Apremis ayva 
, > , ‘ Co pom eee Bey. 
aTddov oikrilopeva, pnd’ ta’ dvdyKas 
, ” 10 , 
yapos €APov” Kubepeias: 
orvyiwy™ méAot 708’ GOAov. 


<XOPOZ @EPATIAINON>”? 
, 2.19 eo a \ 9#g> [o7p. B. 
Kurpidos <8’ > obk ded? Oeopds 68’ edhpwv. 
1035 divarar yap Aws dyyiora odv “Hpa- 
1 waxpas: Stanley. 2 yavdevres: Pauw. 
3 repwalere: Heath, Markscheffel. 4 <8’> Heath. 
100 


THE SUPPLIANT MAIDENS 


Cyorvus 


May the Olympian gods grant us good fortune 
in all the rest! But, touching the bloom of my 
virginity, father, be of good cheer, for, unless some 
evil hath been devised of Heaven, I will not swerve 
from the former pathway of my thoughts. 


Cuorus [or tHE Danaips] 


Come now away, glorifying the blessed gods, lords 
of the city, both those that guard the town and 
those that dwell about Erasinus’ ancient stream. 
And do ye handmaidens take up the strain. Let 
the theme of our praise be this city of the Pelasgians, 
and no longer let the homage of our hymns be paid 
to Nile’s floods where they seek the sea ; 

But to the rivers that through the land pour 
their gentle draught and give increase of children, 
with their fertilizing streams soothing its soil. 

May pure Artemis look upon this band in com- 
passion, and may wedlock never come through con- 
straint of Cytherea. That prize be mine enemies’ ! 


[Cuorus or HanpMarpEns] 


Yet there is no disdain of Cypris in this our 
friendly hymn; for she, together with Hera, hath 


5 uévos: Legrand. ® aivisM: Rob. 7 pos xoas M: Rob. 

8 deeudv MGH, darepor P. 9 weNooovres: Pauw. 

10 de ME, doa P. UL grivyecov: Wecklein. 

12 The distribution of parts, undifferentiated in M, is 
Kirchhoff’s for vv. 1034-1051, G. W. Schneider’s for 1052- 
1061 (sung by the leaders of the two choruses), Boeckh’s for 
1062-L073. 13 ¢§’> Pauw. 
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1 § ai MGR, 6 P. 2 <g> Wellauer. 
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power most near to Zeus, and for her august rites 
the goddess of varied wiles is held in honour. 

And in the train of their mother are Desire and 
she to whom nothing is denied, even winning Per- 
suasion ; and to Harmonia hath been given a share 
of Aphrodite, and to the whispering dalliances of 
the Loves. 

But for the fugitives I have boding fears of blasts 
of harm and cruel distress and bloody wars. What 
boots it that they voyaged so fair when pursuit 
followed fast upon their track ? 

Whatsoe’er is fated, that will come to pass. 
The mighty, untrammelled will of Zeus cannot be 
transgressed. Marriage be our destiny, as it hath 
been that of many women ere our time. 


[A Danaip] 
May mighty Zeus defend me from marriage with 
Aegyptus’ race ! 
[A HanpMarpen] 
That would indeed be best. 


[A Danaip] 
But thou wouldst move the immovable. 


[A Hanpmaren] 


Aye, and thou dost not know what the future 
hath in store. 


5 Wedupa with @ over 6 M: Klausen. 8 rpiBo: Klausen. 
7 pvydies 5°: Burges. 8 érurvola ME: Turn. 
9 wapaBdras: Askew. 10 srporépay: Bothe. 

1 Pédyes dvadehxrov: Stephanus. 
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1 0: Rob. 2 ydyou MGE, ydpov Vee 
3 ciuevet Big: Valckenaer. 4 xal re: schol. M, Rot 


5 sixa: Heath, 
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[A Danaip] 


How should I scan the mind of Zeus, a sight un- 
fathomable ? 


[A Hanpmaen] 


Let the words of thy prayer be moderate. 


[A Danaip] 


What due measure is this that thou wouldst 
teach me? 


[A HanpmarpeEn] 


In things of Heaven ask not too much. 


[Cuorus or Danaips anp Hanpmamens] 


May sovereign Zeus withhold from me cruel 
wedlock with a man I hate, that very Zeus who 
mercifully wrought for Io deliverance from pain, 
restoring her with healing hand by kindly con- 
straint. 

And may he award victory to the women! I am 
content with that which is better than evil, even 
two parts of good blent with one of bad; content 
that, through means of deliverance vouchsafed of 
Heaven, conflicting rights, in accordance with my 
prayers, should attend the course of justice. 

[Exeunt omnes 
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TA TOY APAMATO® IIPOZOIIA 


XOPOS TEPONTON 
ATOSZA 

ATTEAOD 
EIAQAON AAPEIOY 
ZEPEZHS 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Atossa, Queen Mother 
XERXES 

Guost of Darius 

A MessEeNcER 

Cuorus of Persian Elders 


ScenE.—Susa, the residence of the Persian kings. . 


The action is conceived as taking place near an 

ancient council hall, later at the tomb of Darius. 
Time.—480 B.c., not long after the battle of Salamis. 
Date.—472 B.c., at the City Dionysia. 


ARGUMENT 


At the head of a mighty host gathered from the innumer- 
able nations of his empire, Xerxes, the youthful and 
impetuous King of Persia, has gone forth to conquer 
all Greece and especially to take vengeance on Athens, at 
whose hands his father Darius had suffered cruel defeat 
at Marathon. The regents, appointed by the king on 
his departure, disturbed by the absence of all tidings from 
their army, convene (by a transparent fiction) to take 
counsel in solemn session as to the fortunes of their long 
absent lord. To them the Queen Mother resorts desiring 
their interpretation of a vision of the night portending 
disaster to her son. Urged by the Elders to make 
supplication to the gods and propitiate Earth and the 
spirits of the dead mith offerings that they may ward off 
the evil aspect of her dream, she delays her departure to 
inquire of them what manner of men Athens can oppose 
to the forces of Persia. Scarce has she heard of their 
prowess than there enters in hot haste a Courier bringing 
the full story of the annihilation of the Persian fleet at 
Salamis and of the sufferings of a portion of the army 
on its homeward march. 

The sacrifices she had designed for another purpose 
Atossa now performs at the tomb of her husband Darius, 
whose spirit, waked by the incantations of the Chorus, 
deprecates all further attempts at invading Greece, 
prophesies the defeat of the Persians at Plataea because 
of their insolence and sacrilege, and ascribes to in- 
fatuate folly the ruin of Xerxes, whose distressful 
appearance at the end of the play visibly signalizes the 
utter downfall of his presumptuous pride. 
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Tdde pev Ilepody r&v ofyopévew 
“EAAdS’ és alav micra! Kadetrat, 
Kat TOV advedy Kal moAvyptowy 
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i 5! 4 Ao 7A. 4 6 
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Ve \ , 7 ¢ 
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if ir \ A 2j° @ 4 
mpodurovres Pav, Tol pev ed? immwy. 
tol® 8° émt vady,® meCot te Bddnv » 


TmOAELOv ong TapéxovTes* 


1 rlora M, mora G. 
2 Sapevoyevijs* Sapelov vids M, dapecoyerys PK, 


THE PERSIANS 
[Enter a band of Elders, guardians of the Persian Empire] 


Cuorvus 


Behold this our band, called the Trusty Council 
of the Persians who have departed to the land of 
Hellas, and warders of the royal abode, rich in 
plenteous store of gold, whom Xerxes, our King, 
Darius’ princely son, did himself select, by virtue 
of our rank and years, to be the guardians of his 
realm. 

But touching the return of our King and of his 
host richly arrayed in gold, my soul within my 
breast, all too sorely disquieted, even now presageth 
disaster. For the whole force of Asia’s sons hath 
fared forth and murmurs against its youthful King. 
Nor courier nor horseman arrives at the city of the 
Persians, who left behind them. the walled defence 


of Susa and Agbatana and Cissa’s ancient ramparts, 


and went forth, some on steeds, some in galleys, 
others on foot, with measured march presenting a 
dense array of war. 


8 Toduxptcous orparias M, wodvxptcou orparias rece. 
4 épooNoretrae M, dpoomode?rar rece. 


5 otywxe M, @xwxe rece. 6 éeBardvev: Brunck, 
7 klacwov M, xloccov H': Blomfield. 
8 of: Blomfield. 9 yndv M, vaev LER, etc. 


111 


25 


30 


35 


“40 


45 


AESCHYLUS 


ofos "Apulotpys 75° ’Apradpevns* 
kat MeyaBarns* 78° ’Aordonys, 


-tayot llepody, 


112 


Baowrfs BacwAdws vmroxor peyaAov, 
cobvrar, oTparids ToAAfs Epopot, 
rotoddpavtes T 78° immoBdrar, 
doBepot pev iSetv, Sewot de wayyy 
puxfs edtAnwov® d&n° 
’ApreuPdpys 9 immoxapyns 
cat Maotorpns,* 6 te Tofodduas™ 
éa0Ads “Ipaios, Mapavdakys , 
inmwv 7 edatip Looblavns. 
dAdous 8 6 péyas Kat toAvOpémpov 
NetAos éxeprpev’ Lovovoxdvys, 
Inyactayav Alyurroyerys, 
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1 dprapépyns M rece., dprappévys ™m. 


2 yeraBarns M, peyabdtns recc., meyaBdrns rece, 


3 éy rior. M, edrAjMove rece. 


THE PERSIANS 


Such were Amistres and Artaphrenes and Mega- 
bates and Astaspes, marshals of the Persians ; 
kings themselves, yet vassals of the Great King, 
they press on, commanders of a vast host, skilled 
to manage bow and steed, formidable of aspect and 
terrible in battle through the valiant resolve of 
their souls. Artembares, too, who battles from 
his chariot, and Masistres, and goodly Imaeus, 
skilled with the bow, and Pharandaces, and 
Sosthanes, who urges on his steeds. Others still 
the mighty, fecund Nile sent forth—Susiscanes, 
Pegastagon of Egyptian lineage, mighty Arsames, 
lord of sacred Memphis, Ariomardus, governor of 
world-old Thebes, and the rangers of the fens, iy 
rowers of ships, well-skilled, and in multitude past all? ? g 
numbering. 

In their train follows a throng of luxurious 
Lydians, and those! who, hold in subjection all the 
people of the mainland, whom Metrogathes and 
‘brave Arcteus, their kingly commanders, and Sardis 
rich in gold sped forth, riding in many a chariot, 
in ranks with three and four steeds abreast, a 
spectacle terrible to behold. They too that dwell by 
sacred Tmolus pledge themselves to cast the yoke 
1 A covert reference to the Ionians, kinsmen of the 


Athenians, who served under compulsion in the expedition 
against Greece. 


‘ Haolorpns Mss., paclerns Herod. vii. 82. 
* pagr poryans M, purpoydOns QL. 
8 rippuua M, rplppuua rece. 
7 gretvra M (with v marked to be deleted) etc. 
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of slavery upon Hellas—Mardon, Tharybis, anvils 
of the lance, and the Mysians, hurlers of the javelin. 
Babylon, also, teeming with gold, sends a mingled 
host im sweeping train, both mariners borne in 
galleys and bowmen reliant on their courage. The 
folk that wields the scimitar follows from every part 
of Asia at the dread mandates of the King. 


Such are the warriors, the flower of the Persian 
land, that are departed, and in ardent longing for 
them the whole land of Asia, their foster-nurse, 
lafments; while parents and wives, as they count the 


_ days, shudder at the lengthening delay. 


The royal armament, dealing destruction to cities, 
hath ere now passed to the neighbouring land upon 


. the adverse shore, having crossed the firth of Helle, 


daughter of Athamas, on a bridge of boats made 
fast by cables, by casting a stout-clamped roadway 
as a yoke upon the neck of the deep. _ 
Mit -af8pes * 
The impetuous lord of populous Asia is driving 
his wondrous warrior-flock against the whole earth 


in twofold armament,,on foot and by the sea, resting 


his confidence in his stalwart and stern commanders 3 


_ he himself, the peer of the gods, a hero whose race 


is sprung from gold.1 


1 The hero Perseus, here regarded as the ancestor of 
Xerxes, and in |. 146 as giving his name to the whole Persian 
race, was the son of Zeus, who descended to Danaé in a 
shower of gold. 


1 Sovrevov : Scaliger. 2 memépaxe: Porson. 
3 refovduos &x: Stadtmiiller. 4 éyupotor with o over e M. 
5 ypucovduov M rece., xpucoyévou schol. M rece. 
8 i¢b0cov M, loddcos rece. 
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* Flashing from his eyes the dark glare of a deadly 
yt attended by many a soldier-band and many 
a mariner, and speeding his Syrian car, he leadeth 
against a people renowned for the spear a warlike 
archer host. 

But none there is so proved in prowess. as can 
make stand against a mighty flood of men and by 
strong barriers stem the resistless billows of the 
main; for Persia’s host is not to be withstood and 
valiant of heart are her men. 


For by the will of the gods Fate hath held sway 
since ancient days, and hath enjoined upon the 
Persians the pursuit of war that levels ramparts 
low, the mellay of embattled steeds, and the storm- 
ing of cities. 


And they have learned to look upon the domain of 
the deep when the broad-wayed sea whiteneth to 
foam beneath the tempest’s blast, trusting in their 
finely “wrought cables, and their devices to give 
passage to their host. 


Yet the insidious guile of God—what mortal man 
shall escape it? Who with agile foot can lightly 
leap from out its toils? . 


1 gowtov M, doviov FN. 2 dépua M, dépypua rece. 
3 roduvairns M, modvvatras rece. 4 repoév : Blomfield. 
5 lI. 93-106 transposed to precede 107-114: O. Miiller. 
6 5’ M, 7’ recc. 7 @ardoons M, baddocas rece. 
8 andjparos: Emper. 
® edrreréos M, etc., edreréws Mosc. Paris. 2886: Emper. 
10 dvdcowy : Brunck. 
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For Delusion, with semblance of fair intent, lureth 
man astray into her snares, whence it is not possible 
for him scatheless to escape. 


Wherefore my heart is shrouded in gloom and is 
racked with fear (woe!) for our Persian arma- 
ment, lest the State learn that the mighty capital 
of the Susian land is made desolate of its sons, 


And lest, as bands of women cry aloud “ woe,” the 
Cissian stronghold raise a re-echoing shout respon- 
sive to the thud of hands on breast, and rending 
fall upon their vesture of fine linen. 


For all the men-at-arms, they that urge on steeds 
and they that march along the plain, have left the 
city and gone forth, like bees in a swarm, together 
with the chief captain of the host; and have crossed 
the spur, projected into the sea and common to 
either continent, by which both shores are bound 
by a yoke. 


And marriage-beds are filled with tears through 
‘longing for husbands; each Persian dame has sped 
forth to the field her warlike and impetuous consort, 
‘and in the tenderness of her grief and in longing 
for her beloved lord is left lorn of her mate. © ~*~ 


5 brép Ovary advéavta puyelv: ene Rob., vw avarov 
éfadviac Wecklein. 4 nov M, moe rece. 

5 écerar M: Burney. 8 réoy Naxls added by m. 

7 péttooa M, pedXcooGv many rece., pelicoay F, 

8 dxporevOels : schol. Paley. 

® éxdoray changed to éxdgra M, éxdora rece. 
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But come, ye Persians, let us take our station on 
the steps of this olden palace and devise some sage 
and deeply-pondered counsel (for need thereof 
hath come upon us) how it then fares with Xerxes 
our King, Darius’ son, scion of our own race as his 
forefather’s name declares. Is it the drawing of 
the bow that hath triumphed, or is it the might of the 
spear-headed lance that hath prevailed ? 

[Enter Atossa, gorgeously apparelled, on a chariot 
and attended by a numerous retinue 

But lo! here comes forth an effulgence like unto 
the eyes of the gods—the Mother of our King, my 
Queen. To her I make lowly obeisance. Meet is 
it also that we all address her in words of salutation. 

[The Elders prostrate themselves and then rise to 
their feet. Their leader continues 

O Queen, most exalted of Persia’s deep-girdled 
dames, venerable mother of Xerxes, spouse of 
Darius, all hail! Consort wast thou of the Persians’ 
god, and mother art thou likewise of a god, unless 
perchance its ancient fortune hath now forsaken 

our host. 
ATOossA 


For this very cause I have quitted the gold- 
bespangled palace and the common nuptial chamber 
of Darius and myself, and am come hither. My 
heart, too, is rent with anxiety ; and unto you, my 
friends, will I make a disclosure, being in no wise 
free from an apprehension prompted by my own 
thoughts, lest our great wealth shall, in its headlong 
course, have overturned the prosperity which 
Darius raised on high not without the favour of 


§ edvfrepa M, etvdrecpa rece. 7 kal we: Bothe. 
8 xovicoas M, xovloas schol. M recc. 
121 


AESCHYLUS 
165 radrd por SumA pépyva dpacrds éorw ep dpeciv, 
Lire xXpnudrav dvdvipwy TAHO0s ev Tih o€Bew 
pyr’ axpnudroisr Adumew das dcov obevos mépa. 
” \ me > 9 , > \ 9.95 A2 
co7t yap mAodrds y’ dweudis, dudl § opbadua 
p ; | 
a” . r2 / / / , 
onpa yap déuwv vouilw Seandrov mapovolay. 
170 mpos 745’ ws otrws eydvtwv ravde, avpBovdAot 
Adyou 
ToddE wor yeveabe, Iépcau, ynparéa morwpara: 
mavra yap ra Kédv’ ev duiv earl poou BovAcduara. 


XOPOS 


<b 709° toh, yijs dvacca Thode, LH oe dls dpdoa 
Lar’ Eros unr” Epyov dv dy Sdvapus® nyetabas BAn*: 
175 edpevets yap dvras auds TevSe aupBovrous Kadeis. 


ATOS3A F 
wt st 
vA a \ 2 \6 , Te 2 a 
moMois bev ate’ vuKTEepots dveipacw 
Even’, ad? odmep mais euds oretras OTpaTov 
*Tadve viv otxerau mépoat BéAwy: 
Ve “yw! & WR | yy ~ 67 nly = 
GAA oure mw Tord’ evapyes <iddunv_ 
180 @$ THs) mé power edhpovns: peéw dé cor. 
edokdryy juor Svo° yuvatk’ deipiove, 
) ev trézAovor Iepouxots Honnuey 
yee 2 parxois sjoxnpden, 
9 8 abre Awpucotow, eis ow ponretv, | 
peyeDer te T&v vov exmpeneatdra mon, E 
- »,* he “? 

185 KdAXee 7” audjiw, Kat KaovyvyiTa yevous ~ : 
tabrob: mdzpav 8° évavov 4 jev'SEAAdSa 
KAnpw Aaxoboa yatar, 7} S¢ BépBapov. ~* { 

~T pépisy’ ddpasros: C. G. Haupt. ; 
i : P } 
2 éb8aduois : Heimsoeth, 
® Swdaues M, Stvams rece. 
5 del M, alel FN. 


: 
* Gékec M, én mi‘. 
122 


® d¥0 M, wo S00 rece. 


THE PERSIANS 


some god. Wherefore a twofold thought has been 
pondered in my heart: neither to hold in honour 
vast wealth without men, and that the light does 
not shine, in proportion to their strength, on men 
without riches. Our wealth, at all events, is 
ample, but my alarm is for the light of my eyes— 
for the light of the house I deem to be the presence 
of its lord. Wherefore, since things stand in such 
case, lend me your counsel in this concern, ye 
Persians, my aged trusty servants. For all my 
hopes of good counsel depend on you. 


CuHorvus 


Be well assured of this, our country’s Queen, not 
twice hast thou to point out either word or deed, 
touching aught wherein our power is able to direct 
thee. For well affected to thy interests are we 
whom thou summonest as counsellors in these 
matters. ; 


ATOSSA 


I have been ever haunted by many a dream at 
night since my son, having fitted forth his armament, 
departed hence with intent to lay waste the land 
of the Ionians. But never yet have I beheld so 
distinct a vision as yesternight. I will describe it 
unto thee. 

I dreamed that two women in fair vesture, one 
apparelled in Persian garb, the other in Dorian 
attire, appeared before mine eyes; both in stature 
far more striking than are the women of our time, 
in beauty flawless, sisters of the selfsame race. 
As for the country wherein they dwelt, to one had 
been assigned by lot the land of Hellas, to the other 
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Gace . é fees here ed A cena 
that of the barbarians. The twain, to my fancy, 
seemed to provoke each other to a mutual 
feud; and my son, made aware of this, strove to 
restrain and soothe them, and yoked them both to 
his car and placed the collar-straps upon their 
necks. The one bore herself proudly in these 
trappings and kept her mouth obedient to the 
rein. The other struggled and with her hands 
rent asunder the harness of the car; then, free of 
the curb, dragged it violently along with her and 
snapped the yoke asunder. My son was hurled 
to the ground and his father Darius stood by his 
side compassionating him. But Xerxes, when he 
beheld him, rent his garments about his limbs. 
Such, I say, was the vision I beheld in the night. 
But when I had risen and dipped my hands in the 
clear-flowing water of a spring, I drew nigh unto 
_an altar with incense in my hand, minded to make 
oblation of a sacrificial cake unto the divinities 
that avert evil, even unto those to whom these 
rites are due. But I saw an €agle fleeing for safety 
to the altar of Phoebus—and from terror, my friends, 
I stool reft of speech. And thereupon I spied 
a falgon rushing at’ full speed with outstretched 
piniorts and with his talons plucking at the eagle’s -</*“ 
head ; while it did naught but cower and yield its ~_». 
body to his foe. ag 
These are the terrors I beheld, and terrors are 
they too for you to hear. For be ye well assured, 
my son, if he succeed, will challenge wonder ; but, if 
he fail, he is not answerable to the State; and safe- 


ped, he holds this land in sway even as before. 
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HE PERSIANS 


Cuorvus 


O Mother, we would neither alarm thee unduly 
by our words nor yet raise thy hopes too high. But 
f it be aught i inauspicious that thou hast seen, visit 
the gods with supplication and entreat them to 
turn aside the evil thereof, and that all good 
things may be fulfilled for thyself and thy children, 
for the realm and all thou holdest dear. Next, it is? 
meet to offer libations unto Earth and the departed ; 
and in propitiatory wise beseech thy spouse Darius, 
vhom thou declarest thou hast seen in the night, 
‘0 send into the light of day from beneath the 
earth blessings for thee and for thy son; and that 
the reverse of this may be held in durance beneath 
the earth and fade away in gloom. Such is the 
ounsel I offer thee with kindly intent, guided thereto | _ wo 
xy the promptings of my judgment. In our inter- eed 
sretation of these portents, the issue will in all” cose 
hings prove ee. unto thee. 

"posal hol ot eh Le £4 

oo => Arossa 

Assuredly hast thou, its first interpreter, read the 
mport of my dream with goodwill, at least, toward 
ny son and house. Aye, may the issue indeed prove 
srosperous ! All these rites, as thou dost enjoin, 
vhen I return to the palace, will I perform unto the 
rods and unto those dear to me beneath the earth. 
Meanwhile, my friends, I would fain learn in what 
egion of the earth Athens lies according to report. 


Cuorus 


Far hence, where the waning fires of our Lord 
he Sun sink in the west. 
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ATossa 
Can it then really be that my son had the keen 
desire to make booty of this city ? 
Cuorus 


Aye, for then all Hellas would become submissive 
to the King. 
ATossa 


Has then their army such a multitude of men ? 


Cuorus 
_ Aye, even such an army that it has smitten the 
Medes with sore calamity. 
ATOSSA 
And what else have they besides? Have they 
sufficient store of wealth in their homes ? 
Cuorvus 
Of silver they possess a fountain, as it were, in- 
rreasured in their soil. (2et-2e7— 2-0oe~ ner27) 
ATOSSA Seeks 


Is the shaft that stretches the bow native to their 
hand ? 
Cuorus 


Nay, far from it ; they have lances for close fight 
and shields that serve them for armour. 
ATOSSA 


And who is set over them as shepherd and is 
master of their host ? 
Cuorvus 
Of no man are they called the slaves or vassals. 
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ATOSSA 


How then can they abide the attack of an invading « 
foe P fitidece wtcpote Conc) 


Cuorus 


So well as to have destroyed Darius’ great and 
goodly host. - 


ATOSSA 


The fathers and mothers of those who are now 
on their way thither have in thy words, in sooth, dire 
food for thought. 


Cuorvus 


Nay, methinks thou shalt learn anon the whole 
account in very truth. For yonder comes one who, 
it is clear to see, is a Persian courier; and he bears 
clear tidings of some issue, be it weal or woe. 


MEssENGER 


O ye cities of all the land of Asia, O realm of 
Persia, and bounteous haven of wealth, how at a 
single stroke has all your plenteous weal been 
shattered, and the flower of the Persians fallen and 
perished ! Woe’s me—it is an evil office to be the 
first to herald ill. And yet, ye Persians, I needs 
must unfold the whole disaster—the whole bar- 
barian host is lost. 


CuHorvus 


Grievous, grievous disaster, all unlooked-for and 
cruel. Alas, ye Persians, weep now that ye hear of 
this calamity. 
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MEssENGER 


Aye, since now ye hear that all that armament 
is utterly destroyed ; and I myself beyond all hope... 
behold the day of my return. / & 4? +); ee 


Cuorvus 


Too long, in sooth, hath this our life proved to us, 

aged as we are, that we should hear of this unlooked- 

for misery. 

MessENGER 

: And in truth, ye Persians, since I was present on 

the spot and did not hear the tale from report of 

. others, I can clearly tell what manner of disaster 
was wrought. 

Cuorus 


Alack, alack! In vain did our vast and variously 
armed host go forth from the land of Asia against 
the hostile soil of Hellas. 


MeEssENGER 


Full of the bodies of men who perished by a 
wretched fate are the shores of Salamis and all the 
neighbouring coasts. 
7 Cuorus 


Alack, alack! Thou tellest that the bodies of our 
loved ones, battered by the brine, are tossing, oft 
submergéd and lifeless, hither and thither in—their 
manttes.) eee-goC seed 


1 Gurddxecow, if correct, refers to the Persian dress, of 
which Herodotus makes mention in describing the battle 
of Marathon (vi. 112). dir\aé as a substantive is certain 

sewhere only in Homer, who used the word in the sense 
of ** cloak,” either of double folds or of double texture. 
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THE PERSIANS 


MeEssENGER 


Aye, for our bows stood us in no stead, and the 
whole host has perished, overwhelmed when ship 
charged on ship. 


CHorus 


Raise a doleful and mournful wail for the Persians, 
the wretched Persians, since they have met with 
complete and utter ruin. Alas for the destruction 
of our host ! 

MESSENGER 


O name of Salamis most odious to my ears! 
Alas, how I groan when I recall the memory of 
Athens ! 


CuHorus 


Aye, hateful indeed is Athens to her foes. Full 
well must we remember how many Persian dames 
she has reft of sons and husbands, lost all in vain. 


ATOSSA 


Long have I kept silence in my misery, smitten 
with dismay at our disaster ; for this calamity is so 
exceeding great as to pass all speech and questioning 
of our woes. Nevertheless mortals needs must 
endure affliction when sent of Heaven. Compose 
thyself, and even though thou groanest at our loss, 
yet unfold the sum of our disaster and speak out ! 
Who is there that is not dead? Whom have we to 
bewail of our leaders, who, appointed to wield the 
truncheon of command, by death left desolate his 
post without its chief ? 
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THE PERSIANS 


MEssENGER 
Xerxes himself lives and beholds the light. 


ATOSSA 


The words thou utterest bring a great light of 
joy unto my house, and bright day after night 
wrapped in gloom. j 


ip MeEssENGER 


But Artembares, commander of ten thousand 
horse, is dashing now against Silenia’s cruel shore. 
And Dadaces, leader of a thousand men, leaped, 
spear-smitten, with nimble bound, from his ship. 
Tenagon, the Bactrians’ chieftain of the true old 
stock, is ranging now around the surf-beaten isle 
of Ajax. Lilaeus and Arsames, and, third, Argestes, 
kept buffeting against its rugged strand, whirled 
round about the isle,! the breeding-place of doves. 
Arcteus, too, who dwelt hard by the waters of the 
Egyptian Nile, Adeues, and third Pharnuchus of 
the mighty shield—all these were hurled from out 
one ship. Matallus of Chrysa, commander of ten 
thousand, leader of the Black Horse thirty thousand 
strong, in death dyed red his thick and shaggy 
beard, changing its colour with a deep purple stain. 
Arabus, too, the Magian, perished there, and 
Bactrian Artabes, a settler now in a rugged land. 
Amistris, and Amphistreus, wielder of his toilsome 
spear, and brave Ariomardus, whose death brought 
grief to Sardis, and Seisames the Mysian, and 

1 According to the scholiast, Salamis is meant ; accord- 


ing to Hermann, one of the small islands adjacent to 
Salamis. 
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Tharybis, admiral of five times fifty ships, a Lyrnaean 
by descent, a comely man, lies dead all wretched 
in uncomeliness.! Syennesis, also, the governor of 
the Cilicians, foremost in courage, he whose single 
prowess wrought the foe most harm, found there a 
glorious death. Such were the leaders touching 
whom I have now made report. Sore as were our 
losses, yet I announce but few. 


ATOSSA 


Alas! The words I hear put the very crown upon 
our woes—a disgrace to the Persians and cause for 
shrill lament. But retrace thy tale and tell me 
clearly this: how great was the number of the ships of 
Hellas that gave them assurance with their armed 
prows to join battle with the Persian armament? 


MessENGER 


Were numbers all, be well assured the barbarians 
would have gained the victory with their fleet. For 
the whole number of the ships of Hellas amounted 
to ten times thirty, and, apart from these, there was 
a chosen squadron of ten. But Xerxes, this I know, 
had under his command a thousand, while those 
excelling in speed were twice a hundred, and seven 
more. Such is the reckoning. Think’st thou we 
were outnumbered in this contest? No, it was 
some power divine that swayed down the scale of 
fortune with unequal weight and thus destroyed our 
host. The gods preserve the city of the goddess 
Pallas. 

1 The ironical phrase 0¥ dN’ ebrvxSs, which is contrasted 
with evedys, probably refers to his unburied state. Cp. 
Soph. Aj. 1126. ° 
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ATOSSA 
Is then the city of Athens not yet despoiled ? 


MeEssENGER 


Nay, while her ‘sons still live her ramparts are 

impregnable. 
ATOSsA 

But the beginning of the encounter of the fleets— 
tell me of it. Who began the onset? Was it the 
Hellenes? Or my son, exulting in the multitude of 
his ships ? 

MEssENGER 


My Queen, some destructive power or evil spirit, 
that appeared I know not whence, caused the 
beginning of our utter rout. A Hellene, from the 
Athenian host, came to thy son Xerxes and told 
this tale: that, when the gloom of sable night should 
set in, the Hellenes would not hold their station, but, 
springing upon the rowing benches of their ships, 
would seek, some here, some there, to preserve their 
lives by stealthy flight. But Xerxes, on hearing this, 
not comprehending the wile of the Hellene nor 
yet that the gods grudged him success, straightway 
gave charge to all his captains to this effect—that, 
when the sun had ceased to illumine the earth with 
his beams, and darkness had covered the precincts 
of the sky, they should bring up in,serried order the 
main body of the fleet, disposed in triple line, to 
bar the exits and the sounding straits, and station 
other ships in a circle around the island of Ajax ; 
with the warning that, should the Hellenes escape 
an evil doom, finding by stealth some means of 
flight for their fleet, it had been decreed that every 
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captain should lose his head. So he commanded in 
full confidence of heart, since he knew not the 
issue purposed of the gods. Our crews then, with 
no lack of order but with an obedient spirit, prepared 
their evening meal, while each sailor looped his oar 
about its thole-pin so that it fitted well. But when 
the light of the sun had faded and night drew on, 
each master of an oar and each man versed in arms 
went on board. The long galleys cheered each 
other, line by line; and they held their course as 
each captain had been ordered, and all the livelong 
night the commanders of the fleet kept their whole 
force cruising to and fro across the strait. Night 
began to wane, yet the fleet of the Hellenes in no 
wise endeavoured to put forth by stealth. When, 
however, radiant Day with her white coursers 
shone over all the land, first of all from the Hellenes 
rang out loud a cheer like unto a song of triumph, 
and, at the same instant, clear from the island crags 
Echo returned an answering cry. Terror fell on all 
the barbarians, balked of their purpose; for not 
as in flight did in that hour the Hellenes chant their 
solemn paean, but as men rushing to the onset 
with the courage of gallant hearts. The trumpet with 
its blast fired all their line; and instantly, at the 
‘word of command, with the even stroke of foaming 
oars they smote the briny deep. Swiftly they all 
hove; clear into view. Their right wing, well mar- 
shalled, led on foremost in orderly advance, next 
their whole armament bore out against us, and at 
the same time a mighty shout greeted our ears: 
“On, ye sons of Hellas! Free your native land, free 
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your children, your wives, the fanes of your fathers’ 
gods, and the tombs of your ancestors. Now you 
battle for your all.” And now from our side arose 
responsive the mingled clamour of Persian speech ; 
the time brooked no delay, but instantly ship dashed 
against ship its bronze-sheathed beak. It was a 
ship of Hellas that began the charge and sheared 
off entire the curved stern of a Phoenician barque. 
Each captain drove his ship straight against some 
other ship. At first, indeed, the stream of the 
Persian armament held its own; but when the mass 
of our ships had been crowded in the narrows, and 
none could render another aid, and each crashed its 
prpasase 4 beak against each of its own line, they 
shivered their whole array of oars ; while the Hellenic 
galleys, not heedless of their chance, hemmed them 
in and battered them on every side. The hulls of 
our vessels rolled over and the sea was hidden from 
our sight, strewn as it was with wrecks and slaughtered 
men. The shores and reefs were crowded with our 
dead, and every ship that formed a part of the 
barbarian fleet plied its oars in disorderly flight. 
But, as if our men were tunnies or some haul of fish, 
the foe kept striking and hacking them with broken 
oars and fragments of wrecked ships; and groans 
-and shrieks together filled the open sea until the 
face of sable night hid the scene. But the multi- 
tude of our disasters I could not narrate in full at 
thy request even were I to make a ten days’ story 
of my tale. Be well assured of this—there never 
perished in a single day so great a multitude of men. 

4 axbopws M, axdouw H2. 5 oluwyhs M, oluwyh rece. 
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ATOSSA 


Alas! In sooth a mighty sea of troubles has burst 
upon the Persians and the entire barbarian race. 


MessENGER 


Be well assured of this, the disaster is not as yet 
half told. So dire an affliction of calamity fell upon 
them as to outweigh these ills, aye twice over. 


ATOSSA 


But what fortune could have befallen yet more 
malign than this? Speak! What is this other disaster 
thou sayest came upon our host, sinking the scale 
to greater weight of ill ? 


MeEssENGER 


What Persians were in their life’s prime, bravest 
in spirit, pre-eminent for noble birth, and ever among 
the foremost in loyalty unto the King himself— 
these have fallen ignobly by a most inglorious doom. 


ATOossa 
Ah, wretched that I am, my friends, by reason of 


this cruel pass! By what manner of death sayest 
thou they perished ? 


MEssENGER 
There is an island! fronting Salamis, small, a dan- 
gerous anchorage for ships; and upon its sea-washed 
shore dance-loving Pan is wont to tread. Thither 
Xerxes dispatched these, his choicest troops, in order 
that when the Hellenic foe, wrecked from out his 
ships, should seek escape in safety to the island, they 
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might slaughter his force, an easy prey, and rescue 
their comrades from the narrows of the sea. Griey- 
ously did he misjudge the issue. For when some 
god had given the glory to the Hellenes in the 
battle on the sea, that self-same day, fencing their 
bodies in armour of goodly bronze, they bounded 
from their ships and encircled the whole island round 
about, so that our men were at a loss which way to 
turn. Oft-time they were struck by stones slung 
from their hands, and arrows sped from the bow- 
string kept ever falling upon them and working 
them destruction. At last the Hellenes, charging 
with one shout, smote them and hacked to pieces 
the limbs of the poor wretches, until they had 
utterly destroyed the life of all. Xerxes groaned 
aloud when he beheld the depth of the disaster ; 
for he occupied a seat commanding a clear view of 
all the armament—a lofty eminence hard by the 
open sea. Rending his robes and uttering a loud 
wail, he forthwith gave orders to his force on land 
and dismissed them in disorderly flight. Such, 
besides the one already told, is the disaster thou 
must bewail. 


ATOSSA 


O hateful divinity, how hast thou foiled the 
purpose of the Persians! Cruel was the vengeance 
brought upon himself that my son designed for 
illustrious Athens, and the barbarians whom afore- 
time Marathon destroyed were not enough* For 
them my son thought to exact retribution, and has 
drawn upon himself so great a multitude of woes. 
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But the ships that escaped destruction—tell me of 
them. Where didst thou leave them? Know’st 
thou to make clear report ? 


\ MEssENGER 


The commanders of the ships that still remained 
fled with a rush in disorder befoye,the wind. As for 
the survivors of the army, they pérished in Boeotian 
land, some distressed by thirst beside a refreshing 
spring, while some.of us, exhausted and panting, 
won our way to the land of the Phocians, to Doris 
and the “Melian gulf, where the Spercheus waters 
the plain with kindly stream. ‘Thence the soil 
of the Achaean land and the cities of the Thes- 
salians received us, sore in want of food. There it 
was that full many perished of thirst and hunger— 
for we were oppressed by both. And we came to 
the Magnesian land and to the country of the 
Macedonians, to the ford of the Axius and Bolbe’s _. .. 
reedy fens, and to Mount Pangaeus, in Ed tan 
land. But on that night the god roused winter 
before its time and froze the stream of sacred 
- Strymon from shore to shore ; and many a man who 
ere that had held the gods in no esteem, implored 
them then in supplication as he worshipped earth 
and heaven. But when our host had made an end 
of its fervent invocation of the gods, it ventured to 
pass across the ice-bound stream. And whosoever 
of us started on his way before the beams of the 
sun-god were dispersed abroad, found himself in 
safety ; for the bright orb of the sun with its burn- 
ing rays heated the mid-passage and pierced it 
with its flames. One upon another our men sank 
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oe ~ / > ” > ~ 
7€w AaBotoa wé\avov e€ olkwy euav,— 
emtorapar mev cs en? efeipyacuevors, 
> > > \ A ” A ~ / 

GAN’ &€s 76 Rourdy ef ru 57) A@ov zéXor. 
tpas* S€ xpi) mt tote tots TeTpaywevous 
moTotow mora Evudépew BovAcdpara~ 
\ 45! A ~ 
kal maid’, edv wep Sep’ €u08 mpdobev HOAD, 
1 coruxe? M, etruyxhs rece. : Schneider, Paley, 


2 évpdou M, évy}dXov rece. 
® of éyd M, of éya rece. ; Porson, 
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in, and fortunate indeed was he whose breath of 
life was sundered soonest. All who survived and 
won to safety, when they had made their way 
through Thrace, as they best could, with grievous 
hardships, escaped and reached—and few they were 
indeed—the land of hearth and home; so that 
the city of the Persians well may make lament in 
regret for the best beloved youth of the land. My 
tale is true. Yet much remains untold of the ills 
launched by Heaven upon the Persians. [Exit 


Cuorvus 


O unearthly power, source of our cruel distress, 
with what crushing weight hast thou sprung upon 
the whole Persian race ! 


ATOSSA 


Ah wretched that I am at the utter destruction 
of our host! O vivid vision of my dreams at night, 
how all too clearly didst thou signify misfortune 
untome! And all too lightly did ye in turn interpret 
it. Howbeit, since your explanation determined 
thus, first of all I am fain to offer prayers unto the 
gods, and then I will return after I have brought 
from the palace a sacrificial cake as a gift to Earth 
and the departed, I know indged-that it is” for 
what is past recall, yet\in the hope that something 
more auspicious may befall in days to come. But 
for you ’tis fitting to communicate trusty rede unto 
the Trusty in view of what has befallen thus. And 
my son—should he come hither before I return— 


4 judas M, duas rece. 
5 miorots M, morots ye L, miorotor Pyp. 
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mapnyopeire, kal mporréumer’ es Sduous, 
pa Kal te mpos Kaxotor mpoobnra® Kady. 


XOPOS 


® Zeb Baordred, viv <yap>* Ilepody 

TOV peyadatywv Kal rodvdvSpwv 

otpariay oAdcas 

* A r4 2.9! *9: id 

aotu 70 Lovown 75° "AyBardvew 
mévber Svopepa Karéxpuisas* 

Chat ees Pay \ , 
moat 8 aradaist yepat Kaddarpas 
KATEPELKOMLEVaL 
Siapvdadeors Sdxpvar KdAmous 

Téyyovo’, dAyous peréyovoat. 

c > < / A > ~ 
ai 8° aBpdyoo. IepaiSes dvSpav 
mobgovod iseiv aprilvyiav, 
A€éKtpav edvas aBpoxirwvas, 

od hi la > a 
xAvdavis 7Bns téppw, ddetoa, 
mevOovor yoous akopeotordrois. 
Kaya) 8€ pdpov Tov olyopevev 

aipw Soxiuws trodumevO7. 


~ A 8n oe A / “~? 
vuv Yap on TpoTaca pev oréver yat 


> A ve 

Aouds éxkevoupeva. 

ms é Sig ov 6 a 
Sepens pev® dyayev,® mromol, 
Répéns 8 amwAecev, rorot, 

EépEns 8€ mdvr’ éméome Svcdpdveg 


7 = , 7 
~-Papisecou rovrias. 
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do ye comfort him and escort him to the palace, lest 
he should inflict on himself some further woe to 
crown those already ours. [Eait 


Cuorus 

O sovereign Zeus, now indeed that thou hast 
destroyed the armament of the high-vaunting and 
multitudinous Persians, thou hast shrouded in the 
gloom of grief the city of Susa and of Agbatana ! 
Many a dame, having her portion in our sorrow, 
rends her veil with tender hands and bedews with 
drenching tears the robe mantling her bosom. And 
the Persian wives, indulging in soft wailing through 
longing to behold their late-wedded lords, abandon 
the daintily wrought coverlets of their couches, - 
wherein their delicate youth had its joyance, and 

“mourn with complainings that know no satiety. 
So I too raise the burthen of unfeigned lament for 
the death of those who departed hence. 

For now in truth the whole land of Asia, dispeopled, 
maketh moan: Xerxes led forth (woe!), Xerxes 
laid low (woe!), Xerxes disposed all things impru- 

oe with his sea-faring barques. Why then was 
, arius in his time so scatheless a lord of the bow 
unto his people, to the men of Susa a leader dear? 


2 apioOnre M: mpdc@nrar Turn. 3 <yap> Herm. 
4 dradais M, dmandais rece., dradais F. 
5 wey yap: Porson. 5 #yayev: Blomfield. 
7 Bapldes re movriar M, Bapideoor rovrias rece. 
8 rt ore most ss., timte PN. 
9 rodjras M marg., moAlrats recc., Todu}jracs FN. 
10 gougldes M, with o over « m!: coveldas PV. 
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3 
melovs te yap Kal? Padacalovs favr. a, 
Awédnrepow® KvavebriSes | 
560 “ vaes bev adyayov, rorot, 
vaes 8’ dmwAeoar, toro, 
a / 3 > a 
vaes travwrcOporow® euBorats, 
ai 7 "ladvew yépes.4 
\ 9.8 ~ ” > 
tuT0a 8 éexduyety dvakr 
565 | adrov eloaxovomev® 
Opens du meSujpers 
voxiwous® re KeAceVOous. A 


Tol © dpa Tpwrdoporpot,” heb, [orp. B. 
Aepb&vres® mpds avdyras,® Hé, 
3 Vues \ ena TYR 
570 axras audi Kuypetas, 6a, 
<avpovrar>™ ordve al Saxvds 
\ > > / 
Cov, Bapd 8’ duBdacov 
odpdw’ dyn, 64° 
cal 1 / 
Teive O€ Sua8duKTov 
675 Bodrw rddaway abddy. 
A > 
yrarropevor Sé diva,” ded, [avr. B. 
, 13 Vues , 27 
oKvAdovrat Tmpos avavdwv, He, 
maldwv ras duudvrov, 6a. 
mevOe? 8° av8pa Sdj05 oTepn- 
580 ets, toKées* 7? amrawdes 
_ Saydv’®> dyn, 38, 
» Supdpuevor yepovres : 
TO mav 51) KAvovow aXyos. ‘ 
. ; 
\rol 8 dvd yav ’Aclay Say [ortp. y. 
585 ovKeére TEpsovoyobyrat, “ 
odd” ere Sacpodopotow 
1 re yap kal M marg., Te kal rece., yap kal rece. 
2 al 5’ dusmrepo: Schiitz. 
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For landsmen and seamen both, the ships, dark- 
eyed ! and linen-winged, led forth (woe !), the ships 
laid them low (woe !), the ships, under the deadly 
impact of the foe and by the hands of Ionians. 
The King himself, as we learn, hath barely made 
his escape over the wintry ways that traverse the 
plains of Thrace. 


And they who were first to meet their doom 
(alas !), left behind perforce (alas !), are swept along 
about the Cychrean strand (woe!). Groan and 
gnash your teeth; in grievous strain shout forth 
our woes till they reach the heavens (alas !), raise 
high your wailing clamour, in cries of misery. 

Lacérated. by the swirling waters (alas!) they 
are gnawed (alas !) by the voiceless children of the 


' %tainless sea (alas !). The home, bereaved of his 


“presence, lamenteth its head; and parents, reftof 
theirschildren, in their old age bewail their heaven- 
sent woes (alas!), now that they learn the full 
measure of their afflictions. 


Not now for long will they that dwell throughout 
the length and breadth of Asia abide under the 
sway of the Persians, nor will they pay further 


1 The great eye that was often painted on each bow made 
a Greek ship seem a thing of life. Cp. Suppl. 716. 


¥ wavoredplooow M, o changed to w m!, ravwré0pout rece. 
4 Gad’... xdpas: Enger. 5 ds dxovowey : Pauw. 
8 ducyxeruepous: Arnaldus. 
7 apwrduopa M rece., mpwrbpuopa P. 
8 NecpOdvres M rece., Anpbévtes rece. 
® dvdyxay: Blomfield. 10 kvxpelas M, over x m. 
1 <atpovra> Wilam. 12 § ddl dewd : Herm. 
13 gxtGdovrac M, cx’AdNovra rece. 
‘ 14 roxfes M rece., roxées N. 
goa (Kpparac A, eppavra rece.) Satudve’ M: Porson. 
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Seoroatvoiow dvdyKats, 
008” es yay mpomirvovres? 
dlovrat* Baowrela 

A / > , 
yap dWAwdey iayds. 


~ a > 
ovd" é7. yAdooa Bporotow [dvr. y. 
> ~ / \ 
ev dudaxais: AeAuTau yap 
dacs erevOepa Balew, 
€ ? / \ > a 
ws edXvOn Cvyov aAkas. 
aiwax0eica 8° dpovpav* 
Atavros tepucdvora 
vaoos €xeu Ta. Hepodv.s A 
ATOS3A am 
, A Cg ” 8 a spa 
piror, Kaxadv pev doris Eumretpos® Kupet, 
eriotarat Bporotow cs Stray KAvSwv 
~ > te a , cal 
kakdv ereAOn mavra Seysatvew dure? 
orav 8 6 Saipwy evpof, memobevan 
Tov adrov aiel Satuov’ otpety tHynv? 
Coes \ ” s \ Ty , 
Hol yap 76y mdvra pév doBov mr€éa 
&v Ompaow tavrata palverar beady, 
Bog 8 &v dai Kéda8os od maudvis: 
, ~ uv > a / 
Toa Kaxdv exrrAn€is expoBet dpévas. 

Tovyap KéAcvbov rHv8? dvev 78 oxnudtov 
XAWis Te THs mdpobev ex dopwv madw 
€orewda,® madd marpl mpeumevets Yous 
d€povo’, dmep vexpotar fetAukry pea! 

/ > > 73> ~ 
Bods 7” ad? dys Nevxoy evmorov yada, 
~ > > ~ 
Tis T avOcwoupyos ordypa, Trappaes péeAt, 
, * cal ~ 
ABdow b8pndAais mapbevov anys wera, 
1 ofr’: Brunck, Heath. 
2 rpoortirvovres M, mwpomltvovres FN. 5 dptovrac: Halm. 


* dpovpa: Porson, 5 wrepodv: Blomfield, 
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tribute at the compulsion of their lord, nor will 
they prostrate themselves to the earth and do him 
reverence; since the kingly power hath perished 
utterly. 


No longer will men keep a curb upon their tongues ; 
for the people are set free to utter their thoughts at 
will, now that the yoke of power hath been broken. 
The blood-stained soil of Ajax’ sea-washed isle 
holdeth all that once was Persia. 

po | [Enter Atossa 
Arossa 

My friends, whosoever has experience of misery 
knows that when a sea of troubles comes upon 
mortal men, they are wont to view all things with 
alarm; but when fortune flows with prosperous 
tide, to trust that the selfsame fortune will waft | 
them success for aye. Now in my case it hath come 
to this: everything full of dread seems in my eyes 
the visitation of Heaven, and in my ears there 
rings a sound that has no note of joy; such is the 
consternation at evil tidings that affrights my soul. 


Tis for this reason that I have directed my course 
hither from the palace once again, without my chariot 
and my former pomp, and bring, as propitiatory 
libations for the father of my sqn, offerings that serve 
to soothe the dead, both whité milk, sweet to drink, 
from an unblemished cow, and bright honey, dis- 
tillation wrought from blossoms by the bee, together 
with lustral water from a virgin spring; and this 


5 Europos M rece., gumecpos H. 7 +éxns: Blomfield. 
8 7 avrata M, ravrata rece. 
9 égrelharo M, éoretha 7 L, eorevda warpl QK. 
10 umdixrhpia M, mecdexrapia rece. 


159 


615 


625 


630 


635 


A 


160 


AESCHYLUS 


aknparév te untpds dypias dco 

ToTov madads aumédov ydvos 7é5e- 

THs 7° alev év p¥Ao.or Oaddrovons Biov 

EavOs edalas Kapmds eddSns mapa, 

avOn Te mAcKTd,' raydépov yatas réxva. 
adr’, & didror, yoator tatade vepTépwv 

Upvous emevdnucire, tov Te Saipova 

Aapeiov dvaxaneiobe,? yardrous 8 eye 

Tyas mporeupw rhode veprépors Beois. 


XOPOS 
Bacireva yivar, mpéoBos Ilépoais, 
ov Te méume xods Oaddpovs bd Is, 
jpets & dpvois alrnoducba 
POyevev rroptrods 
edpovas elvar kard yatas. 
GMd, xOdvi0r Saiwoves cyvol, 
Pq re Kat ‘Epuf, Baowed 7° evepwv, 
mempar’ evepbev yuyiy és fas: 
el ydp Tt Kaxdv dos ofde aAéov, > 
Hovos dv Ovnrdv mépas etrous 4 et 


7 p adler pov® pwaxapiras : [orp. a 
ioodaiuwv Bacireds 

, ee a4 
BapBap’ dcadnra 
cs ‘ , > > 
tevTos Ta mravaiod’ ai- 
avi} Svc8poa Bdypar’, 75 ’ 
TavTaAay’ ayn diaBodow; z. 
vepbev dpa KAver jiov; (A 
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GAAa od por TA re Kat &ror [avr. a. 
XPoview dyendves 


1 rdyxra M, © over nT. 
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ty) ¢. . . > 
unmixed draught, the quickening juice of an ancient 
vine, its mother in the fields. Here too is the 
fragrant fruit of the pale-green olive that ever lives 


its life in luxuriant foliage ; and garlanded flowers, 


children of the bounteous earth. 

But come, my friends, do ye chant solemn songs 
as I make these libations to the dead, and summon 
forth the divine spirit of Darius, while I convey, in 
honour of the nether gods, these offerings for the 
earth to quaff. 

f7 payer t soci stro sa aneneh, 

Royal lady, august majesty of the Persians, do 
thou pour these libations down to the chambers of 
the earth, while we, in solemn chant, beseech the 
conductors of the dead beneath the earth to be 
gracious to our prayers. 


Ye holy divinities of the nether world, Earth and 


Hermes, and thou, Lord of the dead, send forth to 
the light the spirit from below ; for if, beyond our 
prayers, he knoweth any further remedy for our 
distress, he alone of mortals can declare how to 
ing i accomplishment. 
arn Fe epee, os avomntel 
Doth then. our sainfed and godlike king hear me 
as I utter, in obscure barbaric, speech, these my 
dismal and dolorous cries of varied sort? Or must 
I shout aloud the utter misery of my anguish that 
it pierce the earth? Doth he hear me from below ? 


» O Earth, and ye other rulers of them that dwell 
the nether world, vouchsafe, I implore, that 


2 dvaxadetobac M, dvaxadeiabe rece. 3 wou M, pov rece. 
4 BdpBapa capnv7: Headlam. 5 Bdyyara: Dindorf. 
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Saipova peyavy7} 
2s > it 3 > > / 
tovr’ aivécat ex dopwv, 
Tlepoév YovovyevR Oedv: 
méumete 8 dvw olov ovrw 
Ilepots af? éxdduibev. 
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Beopnotwp & éxucdy- 
oxeto Ilépoas, Oeouynotwp & 
” ea \ = , ST «Ser 
coKev, evel orparov €b modobyer.” He. ¥ 
Badrjy," apxatos Badijv, [orp. y. 
vO, txod: 
€A0” en’ dxpov KdpuyBov 8xOov, 
kpoxoBamrov odds evpapw depwr, 
Baorrelov tdpas™ 
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pdAapov mdavoxwv. 

, a ” 4 42 
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oe > ~ 4 13 > 
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the glorious spirit, the god of the Persians, whom 
Susa bore, may quit his abode. Send to the upper 
world him whose like Persian earth ne’er yet 


— 


entombed. etleng hee, rronliatid 


Dear eee was the hero, “dear is his barrow ; 
for dear are the qualities that lie buried there. O 
Aidoneus, Aidoneus, thou who conveyest shades 
to the upper air, suffer our divine lord Darian! to 
come forth! Ohe! 

For as he neither ever caused the destruction of 
his folk by insensate and ruinous wars, so he bore 
the name of divine counsellor to the Persians ; and 
a divine counsellor he was, since he piloted aright 
his men-at-arms. Ohe ! 

Soldan, our Soldan of old, come forth, draw nigh ! 
Rise to the barrow’s topmost point, lift thy saffron- 
dyed sandal, display the crest of thy royal tiara! 
Come forth, O father Darian, thou who didst work 
no ill! Ho! 

That thou mayest list to pitiable and unheard-of 
sorrows, O Lord of our lord, appear! For a gloom, 
like that of Styx, hovereth over us, since all the youth 
of the land is now utterly destroyed. Come forth, 
O father Darian, thou who didst work no ill! Ho! 

1 «‘ Darian” is apparently a poetic variation for ** Darius,” 
whose name in Persian was Darayavahus, 

3 dyhp: Burney. 4 4 pidos: N (Triclin.) 

5 ay ety M: Brunck. 
5 Sapetov olov dvaxta dapelay : Octoy Schiitz; dvaxra Aaprava: 


Dindorf. 


7 ore: Dindorf. 8 aardddv M, drreddv rece, 
9 treddxer M, ed éroddxee m: Dindorf. 

10 Baddiv M, Barty rece.  tinpas M, tidpas rece. 

12 Sapravol M, dapecay m. 3 kad Te kAVys: Enger. 


M4 yeo\ala with € over a M. 18 §apedy: cp. ll. 651, 663. 
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aiat aiat: [emqdd. 
& roMkravte Piroror Oavay, 
Ve ae ea , 
675 tri rade Suvdra! Suvdra 
Wea ine Lal WG a1) Bi 
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EIAQAON AAPEIOT 
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XOPOS 


/ A / 
: oéBowat prev Tpoo.deabar, [orp. 
695 ceBowa 8 dvria Aéeau 
; oder apxaiw mepl TdapBet. 
1 Suvdra M, duvdora rece. 2 dtaybev M, dtd-youev rece, 
5 dudpria M, 3 audpria m (?) rece. 
masa yay rdvde M, dog v@ rade m rece., raoa AV, 


5 étépuvr’ al M, o over y m, €ép0.9’ and éépOwr’ al rece, : 
Blomfield, 
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Alas, alas! O thou whose death thy friends 
bewailed with bitter tears, wherefore, my King, my 
King ...? Our land hath lost all its three-tiered 
galleys, ships that are no more, no more. 

[The ghost of Darius rises from his tomb 


Guost or Darius 


O Trusty of the Trusty, compeers of my youth, 
ye aged Persians, with what travail travaileth the 
State? The earth groans and is furrowed by the 
stamp of men. As I behold my consort hard by my 
tomb I feel alarm, and I accept her libations in 
kindly mood; while ye, standing near my tomb, 
make lament, and with shrilling cries that summon ~ 
the spirits of the dead, invoke me piteously. Not 
easy is the path from out the tomb; for this cause 
above all—that the gods beneath the earth are readier 
to seize than to release. Nevertheless, for that I 
have obtained dominion among them, I am come. 
But speed ye, that I may be void of blame as to the 
time of my sojourn. What is this unexpected ill 
that weighs the Persians down ? 


Cuorus 


I shrink in awe from gazing upon thee, I shrink in 
awe from speaking in thy presence by reason of 
mine old-time dread of thee. 


8 pobcdtovres M rece., dpOptfovres Ven.*, dpOudfovres FN. 
7 xadeiobar M, xadetode rece. 
8 rdxwe MPyp, Téxvva m rece. 
9 ri M, ri & rece. 
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AAPEIOS 

GAN’ evel Kdrwbev FAVov cots ydous memevopEvos, 
By Tt paxvothpa pi0ov, dAdAd odvropov Aéywv 
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XOPOS 
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ATOS3A 
® Bporav révrwy trepaxdv 6\Bov edtuxel ToTHw,® 
710 @s Ews 7° Edevaces adyas HAlov Lnlwrds dv 
Biorov edaiwva I¢paas os beds Sunyayes, 
viv Té oe (nA@ Oavdvra, mpl kax@v ideiv Bdbos. 
mavra ydp, Aapet’, dxovon pObov ev Bpaxe? xpdven*: 
StazremdpOnrarra Lepody mpdypal’ cis etmetv eros ® 


AAPEIO® 
715 rin tpdr@; Aoywob tis FAVE oKyMTds q] oTdoww 
TOAEL; 
1 Selouac M rece., dtoua rece.: Herm, 2 ylverat: Schiitz. 


8 ebruxei with e? changed to i M, wérpov M, ebruyet 
moTpLw rece, 
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Darius 


Nay, but since, in compliance with thy moanings, 
I am come from the world below, lay aside thine 
awe of me, make thy tale not long, but brief, speak 
out and deliver thy whole story to its end. 


__» Cuorus 


I fear to do thy pleasure, I fear to speak in thy 
presence and deliver unto those I love news hard 
to utter. 

Darius 


Nay, since the old-accustomed dread in thy mind 
restrains thee, do thou, high-born dame, venerable 
partner of my bed, cease thy tears and laments, 
and tell me a plain tale. Afflictions appointed unto 
human life must, we know, befall mankind. For 
many calamities from out the sea, many from out 
the land, arise to mortal men if their span of life 
be extended far. 

ATOossa 


O thou who in prosperity, didst surpass all mortal 
men by thy happy destiny, simee, so long as thou didst 
gaze upon the beams of the sun, thou didst pass a life 
of felicity, envied of all, in Persian eyes a god, so 
now too’ Pedant ‘thee happy in dying ere thou hast 
beheld the depth of our calamities. The whole tale, 
O. Darius, thou shalt hear in brief space of time. 
The power of Persia is ruined well-nigh utterly. 


Darius 


In what wise? Came there some stroke of 
pestilence or strife of faction upon the State ? 


4 xpovw M, Novy rece, 5 &ros elreiv M, elmety érros rece. 
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ATOSZA 
ovdayds: ad aud’ *AOnvas mas Karédbaprat 
oTpatos. 
AAPEIOZ 


~ a , 
tis 8 €udv éxeice Taidwr eorpatyAdrea; dpdoov. 


~ 


ATOZSSA 


Lan] ~ / 
Govpios EépEns, kevidoas macav irelpov mAdKa. 


AAPEIOS 


nelos 7) vadrns S€ meipay rivd’ eudpavev tddas; 


ATOS3A 


720 audporepa: Sirroby werwrov jv Svoiv! orparevpd- 
Tow.” 
AAPEIOZ 


a \ \ A , 3 Cena? 4 a 
m@s d€ Kal otpards Toodade® melos yvucev* mepav; 


ATOSSA 


pnxavais elevfev “EXns mopOudv, dor’ eyxew 
TOpov. 
AAPEIOZ 


kal 70d’ eLérpatev, ote Béomopov KAfoai’ wéyav; 


ATOSSA 


: exer yuduns S€ mod tis Saydven Evvipbato. 
1 dooiy with uv over o M. 


2 orparnddrow M, orparevdrow rece, 
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ATOSSA 


Neither ; but near Athens our whole host has been 
brought to ruin. 


Darius 
Tell me, what son of mine led thither our embattled 
host ? 
ATOSSA 


Impetuous Xerxes, unpeopling the whole surface 
of the continent. 
Darius 
Was it by land or sea that he made this 
mad emprise, the reckless man ? 


ATossa PmuNs 
By both. There was a twofold front of double 
armament. . 
Darius 


But how was it that so vast a land force won a 
passage to the farther shore ? 


ATOSSA 


By artful contrivances he yoked the firth of Helle 
so as to gain a passage. 


Darius 
What! Did he succeed in closing the mighty 
Bosporus ? 
ATOSSA 


Even so. Some one of the powers divine, 
methinks, assisted him in his intent. _ 

3 rbocosde M. 4 Hvucey M. 

5 KAjeoae M, ec over He m. 6 66’ M, ws & m. 


169 


= 


AESCHYLUS 


AAPEIOZ 
725 ped, peyas tis FAVE Sainwv, Sore Ln dpovetv Kadr@s. 


ATOS3SA 
aA , 
ds iSetv tédos mdpeotw ofoy nvucev’ Kakov. 


AAPEIOS 
kal rl 81) mpdEaow avrois &3° émorevdlere; 
ATOSSA 


vauTiKos oTpards Kaxwhels meLdv Bree oTparov. 


AAPEIOS 
de mayrHdny 8é Aads nas KarépOaprar Sopi; 


ATOSSA 
730 mpos Tad’ Ss Lovowv* bev dotu may Kkevav8piav 
orévet, 
AAPEIOS 


@ mérou Kedvijs apwyis Kdmxouptas oTparod~ 


ATOSSA 
Baxrpiov § éppe travadns Shuwos, obdé tis yepwv. 


AAPEIOS 
& pédeos, olay dp? nBov Evrupdywv ardaAccev. 


ATOSSA 
Hovdda 5€ Bépénv eonudv pacw ob} moMav péra— 


1 tvucey M, 2 otodv M, cotowy m. 
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Darius 


Alas! ’Twas some mighty power that came upon 
him so that he lost his sober judgment. 


ATOossA 
Aye, since by the issue ‘tis plain how great the 
ruin he has wrought. 
Darius 
And how then did they fare that ye thus make 
lament over them ? 
Arossa 


Disaster to the naval force brought ruin to the 
force on land. 


Darius 
And has the whole army thus utterly perished by 
the spear? 
— ATOSSA 


Aye, so that for this reason the whole city of Susa 
groans at its desolation. 


Darius 
Alas for the loss of our warriors’ goodly force and 


defence ! 
ATossA 


And the host of the Bactrians is lost, wholly 
destroyed—not even an old man is left. 


Darius 
’ Unhappy man, since he has brought to ruin such 
goodly youth of our allies. 
ATOssA 
But Xerxes, alone and forlorn, with scanty train, 
they say— 
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AAPEIO% 
a > , * 
735 TOs te 57 Kal wot reAevTav; €or Tis owrnpia; 


ATOSSA 


a a a , 
dopevov morciv yédupav yatv' Svotv® Cevxryptav. 


AAPEIOS 


A / Co Oe ek 
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ATOZ3A 


a A > >; mw 
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a a es a 2 \ AQ? 
ped, raxeid y’ HAVE xpnouadv mpaéis, és 8é maid 
€[LOv 
, 
740 Zeds dnéonniper* reheuriv Deohdrwv: eyw dé mov 
an 4 
did axpod ypdvou 7a8’ nvxour éxreAevTicew Deovs: 
adr’ drav omevdy Tis adrds, xd Oeds ovvdrrerat. 
viv Kak@v oie my) maow niphobar® didots. 
mats 8 euos Td8” 0d KareSes qvecev® véw Opdacet: 
a € / €, \ ~ “ - 
745 Co7ts “EMijorrovrov ipsv SodXov ds Seopdpacw 
jAnioe oxjoew péovra, Béoropov poov Beod: 
kal mépov peteppvOpule, kal méSats adupnAdrous 
DY \ nv, A /, BA 6 ~ ~ 
TreptBadoy mroAAjv Kédevbov qvucev® 7oAA@ oTpaT@, 
Ovynros dv Oedv re? rdvtwy er’, odk edBovdia, 
1 & : yaiv Butler (from Askew’s margin). 
® Sovoiv with v over oc M. 
3 y’ otk M rece., otk rece, : Campbell. 


4 dwécxnverv MA, érésknwey rece. 
5 etipijcOac: Kirchhoff, 5 qwucev M. 
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Darius 


Met his end, how, pray, and where? Of his 
safety is there any hope? 


ATOSSA 


Reached to his joy the bridge yoking the two 
continents. 
Darius 


And reached our continent in antes ? Is this 
certain ? 
ATossA 


Aye ; a well proved report establishes this at least. 
Doubt there is none. 
Darius 


Alas! Swift indeed has come the fulfilment of 
the oracles, and ’tis my son upon whom Zeus hath 
caused their issue to descend. Yet I have been 
resting confident that, only after long lapse of time, 
the gods would in some way bring them to accom- 
plishment ; nevertheless, when man hasteneth to 
his own undoing, God too taketh part with him. 
A fountain of misfortune has now, methinks, been 
discovered for all I love. A son of mine it was 
who, in his ignorance, brought these things to pass 
through youthful recklessness; for he conceived 
the hope that he could by shackles, as if it were 

a slave, restrain the current of the sacred Hellespont, 
the Bosporus, a stream divine ; set himself to fashion 
a roadway of a new ‘order, and, by casting upon it 
hammer-wrought fetters, made a spacious causeway 
for his mighty host. Mortal though he was, he, 
thought in his folly that he would gain the mastery ~ 


7 Gedv 5¢ M, Oedy re rece. 
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AAPEIOS 
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760 weytoTov, deipvnorov, olov obddémw 
768° dotv Lovowy eLexeivwoev ready, 
e€ obre tyinv Leds avak rivS’ dracev, 
&” dv8p’ amdons ’Aaidos jundotpddov 
Tayety, Exovra oxijmtpov edbuvripiov. 
765 Mijdos yap jv* 6 mpa&tos tyeudy orparod: 
aMos 8° exeivov mats 768° epyov Hvucev 
dpéves yap atrod Ouudv daxootpédovv.® 
tpitos 3” am’ abrod Kipos, eddaiuwv avijp, ‘ 
apfas €Onxe maaw cipiyny didors: 
770 Avddy 8€ Aacv Kat Dpvydv éxrioaro, 
‘Iwviav re moar 7Aacev Big. 
Geds yap odk ixOnpev, cis eddpwv edu. 
Kupou d€ mais rérapros nbOuve’ otparév. 
1 ydos M, vécos m}, 24 nM. 
3 ane : Dindork: "een wae i ee 
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over all the gods, aye even over Poseidon. Must 
this not have been a distemper of the soul that 
possessed my son? I fear me lest the plenteous 
treasure amassed by my toil may become the prey 
of the spoiler. : 

ATOssA 


This lesson impetuous Xerxes learned by converse 
with the vile. For they kept ever telling him that, | per 
whereas thou by thy spear didst win plenteous | : 
treasure for thy children, he, on his part, through 
lack of manly spirit, played the warrior at home 
and made no enlargement of his father’s enn 
Hearing such taunts many a time and oft from evil 
counsellors he planned this expedition and arma- 
ment against Hellas. 


Darius 3 


Therefore a calamity most evil and past all forget- 
ting has been wrought by him to its accomplish- 
ment; a calamity such as never yet befell this ~ 
city of Susa to its desolation since our Lord Zeus 
first ordained this high estate that one ruler should 
bear sway over all Asia with its flocks and wield the 
sceptre of its government. For Medus was first 
to be the leader of its host; and another, his son, - 
completed his work since his soul obeyed the direc- 
tion of wise thoughts. Third, after him, Cyrus, 
blest in his fortune, came to the throne and stab- 
lished peace for all his people. The Lydians and 
Phrygians he won. to his rule, and the whole of 
Ionia he subdued by force ; for the gods hated him 


not, simee he wa right-minded. Fourth in suc- 
5 ay yap M, yap hv 8 olaxoorpdpouv : Porson. 


7 HOvve cl inged to Wwe M: Brunck. 
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AAPEIOS 


790 €¢ fu) otparevorad? és Tov “EAAjvey Témy, 
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1 8 eudpdos M, with ts over os M, dé udpdos rece, 
? mdrpy M, with @ over 7 m. . 
® Rejected by Schiitz, €Bdou0s M, €Bdou0s 8 rece, 
“6 M, 7’ rece. 5 8 tkupoa Tovmep HOEXov rddov Pyp. 
8 odds ody TXB M (rorrS m}), 
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cession, the son of Cyrus ruled the host. Fifth in 
the list, Mardus came to power, a disgrace to his 


_ native land and to the ancient throne; but he was 


slain in his palace by the guile of gallant Artaphrenes, 


_ with the help of friends whose part this was. [Sixth 


came Maraphis, and seventh Artaphrenes.‘] And I 
in turn attained the lot I craved, and many a cam- 
paign I made with a goodly host: but disaster so 
dire as this I brought not upon the State. But 
Xerxes my son, youth that he is, has the mind of 
youth and remembers not my injunctions. Be 
very sure of this, ye compeers of my age: all of us 
who have held this sovereign power cannot be 
shown to have wrought ruin so great as this. 


Cuorus 
What then, O King Darius? What is the goal 
toward which thou dost direct the issue of thy 
speech? How, after this reverse, may we, the people 
of Persia, prosper best in time to come ? 


Darius 
If ye take not the field against the Hellenes’ 
land, even if the forces of the Medes outnumber 
theirs. The land itself is their ally. 


Cuorvus 


How meanest thou this? In what way “their 
ally”? 

* This interpolated or corrupt verse possibly comes from a 
variant list of the conspirators against the Smerdis (in ]. 774 
called Mardus), whom the Magian rebels planned to put in 
the place of the real prince of that name, who was slain by 
his brother Cambyses. The name Maraphis does not occur 
elsewhere in connection with this event, and neither he nor 
Artaphrenes was ever king. Herodotus names Intaphernes 
as the chief conspirator against the false Smerdis. 
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AAPEIO“ 


800 matpou ye ToAAGy, el tt moTEvoar Dedv 
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1 Ymepréddous M, bareprdous m, barepKbytrous rece. 
2 evboredn M, evorady rece. 3 rpdmras M, réros rece. 
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Darius 
Tt wastes with famine an over-numerous foe. 


Cuorus 
But we shall dispatch a force of picked and easily 
managed troops. 
Darius 


But not even the host that now remains in Hellas 
shall win return to safety. 


Cuorus 
How sayest thou? Shall not the whole army of 


the barbarians cross from Europe over Helle’s 


firth ? i 


Darius 


Few indeed out of many, if, having beheld what 
has now been brought to pass, it is right to put any 
faith in the oracles of Heaven; for they have fulfil- » 
ment—not some only, while others fail.) And 
if this be truth, it is through persuasion of vain 
hopes that he is leaving behind a body of picked 
troops. They are now tarrying where the plain is 
watered by the stream of Asopus that gives kindly « 
enrichment to Boeotia’s fields. Here it awaits them 
to suffer their crowning disaster in requital for their 
presumptuous pride and impious thoughts. For, 
on reaching the land of Hellas, restrained by no 
religious awe, they ravaged the images of the gods 
and gave their temples to the flames. Altars have j 
been destroyed, statues of the gods have been over- 


§ zimpdvac M, with uw added m. 
7 Saudywv M, darudsvwv 8’ rece. 
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® mraréwy Swpiddos M, Trarady Swpldos Lips. 2, 
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thrown from their bases ir! utter ruin and confusion. 
Wherefore having evil wrought, evil they suffer in 
no less measure; and other evils are still in store : 
not yet quenched is the spring of their woes, but it 
still wells forth. For so great shall be the mass of 
clotted gore spilled by the Dorian lance upon Plataean 
soil that heaps of dead shall make known, even to 
the third generation, a voiceless record for the eyes 
of men, that mortal man needs must not vaunt 
him ovyermuch. | For presumptuous pride, when it 
has burgéoned, bears as its fruit a crop of calamity, 
whence it reaps a plenteous harvest of tears. 

Mark that such are the penalties for deeds like these 
and hold Athens and Hellas in yourmemory. Letno 
one of you, through disdain of present fortune and 
lust for more, squander his abundant wealth. Zeus, 
of a truth, is a chastiser of overweening pride and 


corrects with heavy hand... Therefore, now that my 
J sor’ has been warned to prudence by the voice of God, 
do ye instruct him by admonitions of reason to | 


cease from drawing on’ himself the punishment of 
Heaven by his vaunting rashness. And do thou, 
beloved and venerable mother of Xerxes, withdraw 
to the palace and fetch thence vesture such as is 
seemly for him, and prepare to meet thy son. For 
through grief at his misfortunes, the embroidered 
apparel that covered his person has been utterly 
rent into tattered shreds. Do thou soothe him with 
words of kindness; for it is to thy voice alone, I 
know, that he will endure to listen. As for me, I 
depart to the darkness beneath the earth. Fare ye 
well, ye Elders, and albeit amid troubles give joyance 


8 Kexpnpévor MSS. : Kexpnpévoy v.1. in schol. AP. 
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to your souls while to-day is yours; since to the 
dead wealth profiteth no jot. 
[The ghost of Darius descends 


Cuorus 


I grieve as I hear the misfortunes manifold that 
ite and are yet to be, the lot of the barbarians. 
Loa “zoek bo h > a , 


lat presales ATOSSA 
O God! What a host of cruel griefs assails me ! 
But most of all this sorrow wounds me—to hear of 
the shameful garb that clothes the person of my son. 
But I will away, and when I have brought seemly 
raiment from the palace, I will make trial to meet 
my son; for I will not forsake in his affliction him 
I love so well. 2, pe Pie eet ees Ce 
sero Cuorus REI ES eo Kervee 

Ah me, in sooth it was a glorious and goodly 
life under civil government that we enjoyed so long 
as our aged and all-powerful King, who worked no 
ill and who loved not war, god-like Darius, ruled 
the realm. 

In the first place we showed.to the world armies 
worthy of our fame, and civikinstitutions, like-towers 
in-strength, regulated all the-State ; and our return 
from war brought back our men, unworn and scathe- 
less, to happy homes. 


4 eddoxiuwou crparids : Wellauer. 

5 dropawiue(c)@’ M rece., drepaivdued’ Lips. 2 Cant. 2. 

§ youluara M, vouipa 7a rece., voulopara Al. 

7 éreiOuvov with v before 6 deleted M, éré6vvov NK, 
érevOuvoy rece. : érn’dvvov Weil (as Ist sing.), érevduvve Bothe. 

8 <avépas> Wecklein, » és olkous: Porson. 
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“EMas 7’4 dudi aépov mardv 

evyouevat, pvyla Te IIporovris, 

kal oropwpa IIdvrov: 


“vaooi & ai xara mpav’ [orp. y. 


A we 
aXwov repixdvoror 
Ta9€ Y@ mpoorpevar 

75 7 > 
ota? AéaBos éAa- 
dfutds te Ldwos, Xlos 
0€ IIdpos, Ndgos, Muxo- 
vos, Tivw te cuvdntova’ 
"Avdpos® ayyuyetrw, 


\ \ 2 , 2 
Kal Tas ayyuddous [dvr. y. 
expdtuve pecdkrous,? 
Ajuvov, "Ixdpou 8 os, 

» ee 
kat “Pdédov 75¢ KviSov 
Kuzpias re modes, Iladov, 

> A / co Oe A 

75€ Uddrovs, Ladapivd re, 
Tas vov watpdmoAs® rdvd’ 
airia orevaypav? 

1 


L 


morauod 6’ M, rorauod ot’ rece. : Burney. 

? cuvdels M, cvdels rece, ® Opntcwy M, Opnixiwy rece, 
* Aas M, eras 7’ rece. 
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> 

And what a number of cities he captured !—with- 
out crossing the stream of Halys or even stirring 
from his own hearth: such as the Acheloan! cities 
on the Strymonian sea that neighbours the Thracian 
settlements. 


And those outside the mere, the cities on the main- 
land, compassed with embattled walls, obeyed him 
as their king; those, too, that exult in their site 

on both sides of the broad stream of Helle; and 
_ Propontis, deeply-recessed, and the outlet of Pontus. 


The sea-washed isles, also, off the projecting arm 
of the sea, lying close to this our land, such as Lesbos, 
_ and olive-planted Samos, Chios and Paros, Naxos, 
Myconos, and Andros that as a close neighbour 
lies adjacent to Tenos. 


And he held under his sway the sea-girt isles 
midway between the continents, Lemnos, and the 
settlement of Icarus, and Rhodes, and Cnidos, and 
the Cyprian cities Paphos, Soli, and Salamis, whose 
mother-city is now. the cause of our lament. 

1 If ** Acheloan” is used, as some report, only of fresh 
_ water, the poet may have in mind the pile-dwellings of the 
Paeonians on Lake Prasias (mentioned by Herodotus, v. 16) ; 
if ** Acheloan” includes also salt water, the reference may 


be to the islands off Thrace—Imbros, Thasos, and Samo- 
thrace. 


5 ofa M, ofa V. 8 dvépwy M, with ds over wy m. 
7 peodyxrous M, wecdxrous rece. 
Stas... parporddes M, ras . . « warpérods rece. 
» orevaypydrwv M, orevayuay N. 


Z 185 


900 


905 


910 


915 


920 


"i 


AESCHYLUS 


> 4 
Kal Tas edKTedvous! Kad, [em@dds. 
Lal A | / 2 A: / } 
KAjpov *ladvov® zoAvdvSpous 
“EA 4 > / 3 / ie 
dvwv expare® aperépas ppeciv. 
axdwatov S€ maphv abévos 
avdpav revynoripav 
TOMpLiKTWY T emuKovpwv. 
~ > > > '¢ 
viv 8 otk dudirtoyws 
Oedtperra’ rad’ ab 
fépomev moAguovor , 
dpuabevres peydAws 
mAayato. movriavow. 


EEPZHS 

yA 
La), eS . ae ww ™ — * 
dvoTHVvos eyd) aTuyepas polpas 
Thode Kupyoas drexpaprordrns, 
as dpoppovws Saipwv evéBy 
Tlepody yeved ri md0w TrArpwr; 
Adrutar yap euot yoiwv poun 
THVS’ HAcKiav éaiSdvr’ aoTav. 

wh? »# ~ > A > > on 
ei?” oderev, Zed, Kae per’ dvdpdv 
TOV olyowevwy 

Gavdrov Kard poipa Kadvibat. 


XOPOX 
6roroi,® Baowed,® orparias dyabs 
Kal mepoovduou TysAs meyddns, 
Kdapov 7 avdpdv, 
“ A / > / 
ovs viv dalywv emxetpev. A ; 


ya 8 aidler trav éyyatay [mpowdds. 
nBav Bépéa wrapévav “ASov 


1 evxrasdvous M, evxredvous rece. 2 Ubvov : Herm. 
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And the rich and populous cities of the Hellenes 
in the Ionian demesne he controlled by his own 
will; and at his command he had an unwearied 
strength of men-at-arms and of allies from every 
‘nation. But now, worsted signally in war through 
disasters on the sea, we suffer in no doubtful wise 
this change of fortune from the hand of God. 
[Enter Xerxes in tattered robes, and attended by a 
tm corfor€ fer hi oT enbrarele ge scanty retinue 
sy Cone. = . Lhe tema’ Ce foe 
Pbeneune yy pene i, sae 
Alas, wretched am I that I have encountered this 
 eruel doom that gave no faintest sign it could befall! 
_ In what savage mood hath Fortune trampled upon 
_ the Persian race? What misery is yet in store for 
me, unhappy wretch? ‘The strength of my limbs is 
_ loosened as I behold this aged company of burghers. 
_ Ah, Zeus, would that the doom of death had buried 
me, too, together with the men who are laid low ! 


; Cuorus 

f Alack, O King, for our gallant armament, for the 
Fs high honour of Persia’s rule, and for the fair array” 
_ of men now cut off by Fate ! 


. 
i 
' 


a 


7) 


The land bewaileth her native youth, slaughtered 
7 for Xerxes, who hath gorged the realm of Death 


4 3 éxpdruve: Herm. 4 Pedrperra M, Oedrpemra rece. 
, 5 érororot M, érorot AN. 6 Bacideds M, Bacrded rece. 
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adxropt' Iepody: a8oBdra® yap 
925 qoAXot h&res, xodpas av@os, 

tofodduavres, mavu tapdvs tus* 

fupias avdpv, &&édbwrar. 

aiat atat® Kedvds aAKas. 

*Aaia dé xOav, Baorred yaias, 
930 awvas aivas 

emt yovu KéxAurau. 

ZEPEHS 


08° éyd,® olot, aiaxros [orp. a, 


pércos yea yd te matpda? 
Kakov ap’ eyevouav. 
XOPOS 
, 8 r \ 

935 mpoaployyov® cou vécrov Trav 

Kkakopdarioa Boar, 

KaKojeAeTov iav 

Mapiavduvod Opnvnrijpos 

mréeurpw mréubw, 


4 > / 
940 ToWdaKkpuv iaydy. 
EEPEHS 
ter’ aiav [kal]® advSuprov™ [avr. 


SvoOpoov abddv. Saiuwv yap 68’ ad 
HeTdtpomos én’ euol. 


XOPOS 
¢ Au , 5 
OW TOL TaV TavV UpTOV, 
ay ie 4B 13 
945 oa 7a n TE CEDwWV 
1 odxrop M, with : added m. 
® dydaB8dra M, dydo8dra R: Herm. 
° yap ploris: rappés ris Franz. 
* J, 928 given to Xerxes in M: Meineke. 
5 atai M, al al af al rece. 8 éywv : Dindorf. 
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with Persian slain. Full many warriors, masters 
of the bow, our country’s pride, a dense multitude 
of men, have perished and gone to the house of 
Death. Alas, alas, for our trusty defence! The 
land of Asia, O sovereign of the realm, hath piteously, 
aye piteously, been bowed to her knees. 


XERXES 


Behold me, alas, meet subject for your lamenta- 
tion, in misery, born, it hath proved, a bane to my 
_ race and fatherland. 


CuHorvus 


To hail thee on thy return home I will send forth 
the illomened cry of woe, the voice, versed” in, 


“Jamentation, of a Mariandynian! mourner, a wail pease 


fraught with many a tear. 


XERXES 


Utter a strain of lamentation, plaintive and dis- 
cordant. For lo! now hath Fortune veered and 
turned against me. 


: CuHorus 


Ayé, I will utter the plaintive strain in commemora- 
tion of thy sufferings and of-our ~strongly-manned 


1 The Mariandynians, a people of Asia Minor, were 
| famous, as were the Mysians (1. 1054), for their dirges and 


mournful music. 
: 


7 rarpia M, etc., rarpga N. 
8 rpopbédyyou M, mpdopboyyédr rece. 


: § [cat] G. C, W. Schneider. 10 avdduprov : Blomfield. 
1 «al: trav Anon. ~ 
2 aoralj: Burney. 13 geBifwv : Elmsley. 
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aNirund ze Bépn, 
moAews ‘yévvas mevOnrApos * 
<KrdyEw>" KrddyEw 
Se? ydov dpiSaxpuv. 
EEPEHS 

“Idvev yap azntpa, [ozp. B. 
"Idvev vaddparos 
7A. c Ak A 

pns érepadkis 
vuxiay mAdKa KEepadpevos 
Svodaipovd 7” derdy. 


XOPOS 
‘oiowot Boa Kal mévr’ éxrevbov5— 
mod 8¢ didwy ddos dyAos, 
700 d€ cot mapacrdrat, 
e & , 
olos Hv Dapavddens, : 
292 
Lovcas, HeAdywv, [xat]® Aordwas, 48° *A- 
4 7 / / > 
yoaBdras,” Vaupus, Lovaoxdyns + 
“AyBdrava hindv; 


REPEZHS 
odoods dzéeurrov [dvr. B. 
Tupias é« vads 
€ppovras én dxrats 
Ladapurdor® atudedod 


Detvovras én’ dxras. 
XOPOS 


olovot, <Bsa>® rod cor Dapvodyos 
’Apidpapdds" 7’ ayabds,)* 


1< > Herm. 2. ad: Blaydes, 
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# Il. 950-954 unassigned in M: Lachmann, 


THE PERSIANS 


ships smitten by the waves—the plaintive strain 
of our land that mourns its sons. And I will cry 
aloud a lamentation fraught with many a tear. 

Gre Lor-e2~ Cp 


XERXES 


Aye, for the Ionians, the Ionian warriors, embattled 
with the bulwark of their-ships, inclining to their 
side the poise of war, despoiled us, reaping that 
fatal sea and ill-starred shore. 


Cuorvus 


Woe! woe! ery aloud and question as to the 
- whole disaster—Where is the rest of the multitude 
_ of thy comrades? Where are they who stood by 

thy side, such as Pharandaces, Susas, Pelagon, 
Dotamas, and Agdabatas, Psammis, and Susiscanes of 
Agbatana? 


XERXES 


By the shores of Salamis, dashing against its 
rugged strand, I left them, cast forth in death from 
a Tyrian ship. 


Cuorus 


Woe! woe! cry aloud! Where is thy Phar- 
nuchus, and Ariomardus the valiant ? Where is 


_4 J, 955 assigned to Xerxes in M: Lachmann. 
5 éxmevOor M, éxreviov rece. 


6 [cat] Rob. 7 4 yaBaras M, dydaBdras rece. 
8 gadapiviow M: Herm. 

® <Béa> Herm. 10 zo 6é co: Herm. 

U _’ dpiduapdos: Brunck. 12 7 dyabds 7’ Mi. 
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mob dé LevdAnns dva€, 

970 } Aidaws edardrup, 
Mépdus, OdpuBis, Kal Maotorpas, 
"ApreuBdpns 7 }S’ “Yoraixpas ; 


Tade o° emavepdpav 


BEPEHS 
id tc poi por [orp. y. 
975 Tas wyvylous KaTiSdvres 
A > ra / Cues | 4 
oruyvas *ABdvas mdvres évt mTvAw, 
€1) €7,” TAdjoves domaipovor x¢épow, 


XOPOS 
A \ ~ ? lol 
H Kat tov Iepoav adbrot 
‘ ‘ ‘ / > > ‘ 
Tov gov morov avr dfbadudv 
980 Bupia pupia meuracray a 
aravaéxou maid’ ”AXmorov 


Tob Lnodua rob MeyaBdra, 
IldpOov re péyay 7’ OiBdpnv® 
€Xures EXurres ; 
985 @ ® <d>* Sdav5 
I€poas dyavois Kaxd mpoKxaxa A€yers. 


EEPZHS 
<i@ id> Siro [avr. y, 
luyy dyabav érdpwy How [dropyujoKes] 
990 cxweis>’ ddacra oruyvd. mpdxaka A€éywr. 


Boa Boa <prou>® beehéwv &vrocbev® Top. 
1 éravépouat : Wellauer after Brunck’s éravnpépav. 
PEEEM: 2EE(e), EEE (€) rece. : Dindorf, 
3 roBdpny 7’ M, 7’ olBdpny rece. 
4 <@> Dindorf. ® Satwy M, 
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prince Seualces, or Lilaeus of noble lineage, Memphis, 
Tharybis and Masistras, Artembares and Hystaech- 
mas? This I ask of thee. 


XERXES 


Woe, woe is me! They beheld hoar and hateful 
Athens and with one convulsive struggle (alas, alas !) 
poor wretches, they lie gasping on the shore. 


Cuorus 


Didst thou in very truth leave there thine Eye,1 
in all things trusty, that numbered tens upon tens 
of thousands of the Persians, Batanochus’ son 
Alpistus ...son of Sesames, Megabates’ son, 
Parthos and mighty Oebares? Alas, alas, the un- 
happy men! Thou tellest of woe, surpassing woe, 
to noble Persians. 


XERXES 


In truth thou dost stir in me yearning for my 
gallant comrades when thou tellest of woe, surpassing 
» oe, hateful and beyond all forgetting. My heart 
within me calleth aloud for the hapless ones. 


1 The Persian kings had in their service officers called 
their ‘‘ Eyes” and ** Ears,” charged to make report of what 
they saw and heard. ; 


5 tuyyd moe (om. V) O97’ dyabdv érdpwv Srropt. : Wilam. * 
7 <kweis> Wilam. § <uoc> Dindorf. 9% évdoHev: Blomfield. 
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XOPOx 
Kal pv addous* ye mobodpev, 
Mdpdwv avipav pvpiotayov® 
Eavdw* dpedv 7 *Ayxdpny, 
995 Aiakiv 7° 78° ’Apodknv 
inmudvakras, 
Kyydaddrav kal Avdivav 
TodAuov 7° aixpas axdpeorov, 
‘éradov erador, 
1000 = odK aut oxnvats 
t ” 5 716 ¢ ’ 7 
TpoxnAdrovow dmiBev® [8°]® éropevovs. 


EEPEH 
BeBaor yap roimep* dypérau orparod. [orp. 8. 


XOPOS 
“BeBaou, ot, vevupor.™ 
REPEHS 
Taps 3 2 7 
XOPOS 
>A 7 8 , 
1005 id) tb, Saipmoves, 
€0c0” deAmrov Kakov 
Siampézov, olov dSéSopxev "Ara, 


REPZHS 
memAnypel” ota Sv’ aidvos Tye" [avr. 8. 


XOPOS 
merrAjypel* eddnAa ydp: 
1a\\o: Prien. 2 Huptérapxov with » over r M: Dindorf, 
5 fdvOnv: Herm. 


‘ Il. 999-1001 given to Xerxes in ass. : Passow. 
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Corus 


And yet there are others too whom we miss— 
Xanthis, commander of a myriad Mardian men, 
and warlike Anchares, Diaexis, too, and Arsaces, 
captains of the horse, Cegdadatas and Lythimnas, 
and Tolmus, insatiate of war. I marvel, that they 
| follow not in thy train about thy tented car, 
XERXES 
Aye, for gone are they who were leaders of the 


host. 
Cuorus 


Gone, alas, ingloriously. 


XERXES 
Alas, alas ! 
Cuorvus a 
Alas, alas, ye powers divine, ye have wrought us 


ruin, all unexpected, unmistakable ruin like unto 
_ the glance of Calamity. 


| XERXES 


We are stricken by misfortune such as will endure 


for ages. 
Crorus 


We are stricken ; it is full clear. 


5 8rucdev: Bothe. © [5'] Blomfield, 7 éméuevo.; Hartung. 
8 otrep: Passow. 9 dypérar: Toup. 
10 ], 1003 given to Xerxes in mss. : Passow. 
F I yodvunvoe M, vevumoe rece. 
1” ], 1004 given to Chorus in mss, : Herm. 
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BEPZHS 


XOPOS 
1012 k¥poavres odk ebruyas* 
1011 *[dvwy* vavBaréav.! 
/ 67) / ‘ II ~ 
dvo7dAepov 81) yévos 70 Iepodv. 


BREPZHS 
~ > ” A A ~ 
ms 8 ob; otparov pev Toood- [o7p. «. 
1015 tov tdAas mémAnypar. 

XOPOZ 

ti 5% ov; dAwAev peydAws 74° Iepodv. 
EEPEHS 

6pds TO Aoundv TOS Tas euas aToAas; 


XOPO% 
Op® pa. 
BEPEHS 
1020 = TOvde® 7” dra TOdéypova— 
XOPO 


ti 7d5€ A€yers Geawopevov; 


ZEPEHS 
OQncavpov Bedgecow"; 


XOPOS 
, > ¢ > A ~ 
Baa y’ ds amd rodMAdv. 
1 ], 1010 given to Chorus in mss. : Herm. 


? Il. 1011-12 transposed: Wilam. 
3 lévwv M, ladvwr rece. 4 vavBdrwy M: Rob. 
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XERXES 


By strange woe, strange woe! 


Cuorus 


Since in an evil hour we encountered Ionia’s 


mariners. 
race. 


Unfortunate in war, indeed, is Persia’s 


XERXES 


Aye, verily. In the loss of so great an army I 
have been stricken, miserable that I am. 


Cuorus 


Aye, truly Persia’s power is quite fordone. 


XERXES 


Seest thou this remnant of my royal robe ? 


Cuorvus 


I see, I see. 


XERXES 


And this arrow-bearing— 


Cuorvus 


What is this thou sayest has been saved ? 


XERXES oe 


Treasury for shafts ? 


Crorvus 


Small remnant in sooth from ample store. 


5 weyddare M, peydda 7a recc.: Herm. 


8 ray dé or Tavde: Porson, 7 Béecow M, Bedréecow FN. 
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REPEHS 


> , > > ~ 
€oraviopel” dpwydv. 


XOPOS 
1025 "Idvev' rads od duyaiypas. 
EEPRHS 
> , a > r 
dyavopevos: KaTe?- [avr. €. 


Sov de wh’ deArtov. 
XOPOS 


/, U4 > cal o Xr ‘ 
TpaTevTa vathpaktov epets dptAov; 


EEPEHS 
1030 wréaAov 8 eméppn€ ei ovppopa Kakod. 
XOPOS 
Twamat mamat. 
REPEZHS 


Kal mA€ov } mamat pev odv. 
XOPOS 

didupa ydp éot Kal tpirAG— 
REPEHS 

Aumpa, xdppara 8 eyOpois. 
XOPOS 

1035 = kat abvos y’ exododoOn— 

BEPSHS 


yupves elu mpoTopTav. 
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XERXES 
We have been seanted of defenders. 


Cuorus 
Ionia’s people shrink not from the spear. 


XERXES 


Heroic are they. I have lived to behold a calamity 


I ne’er expected. 
Crorus 


Is it of the rout of the multitude that manned thy 


ships that thou wouldst tell ? 


XERXES 

And I rent my robe at the disastrous event. 
Cuorus 

Alack, alack ! 
XERXES 


Nay, far worse than alack. 
Cxorvus 

Aye, for twofold and threefold— 
XERXES 

Pain to us, but exultation to our foes 
Cuorus 

Aye, and our strength hath been maimed— 
XERXES 


I am stripped of my escort. 
1 ladvwv : Passow. 
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XOPOX 
/ ” , 
gilwy dravot Ttovriaow. 
BEPZHS 
Siawe Siawe wha mpos Sdpovs 8° tO. [ozp. f. 


REPEHS 

t see eee, , 
Boa vuv' avri8oumd pot. 
XOPOS 


ddow KaKkdv Kak@v KaKots. 


EEPEHS 
tule péAos dod TiBeis. 


XOPOZ 
OTOTOTOTOT. 


al a , 
Bapeia y? ade ovpdopd. 
n / \ 4Q> > ~ 
ot dda Kal 768” aAyd. 
BEPEHS 
” 3-4'9. \ , EERIE Ss / > 
€peao epecce kal oréval’ eunv xapw. [dvr. ¢. 
XOPOS 
Siaivopar yoedvos® dv. 7 
EEPEHS 
, 1 > / 4 
Boa vor" dvriSourd juor. 
1 piv: Passow, 
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Cyorus 
By the disasters of thy comrades upon the sea. 


: 


XERXES 


Weep, weep over our calamity, and depart to your 
homes. 
Cuorus 
Alas, alas, woe, woe ! 


XERXES 
Cry now aloud in response to me. 


; 
Cuorvus 


A wretched offering from the wretched to the 
| wretched. 
XERXES 


. Cry out, tuning thy strain to mine. 
| 


Cyorus * 
| Woe’s the day! Grievous indeed is this visitation. 
| Alas, indeed, for this thy woe too I suffer. 

XERXES 


Ply your strokes, ply your strokes, and groan for 
| my sake. 
Curorvus 

I weep in lamentation ! 


XERXES 
Cry now aloud in response to me. 


\ 2 yeedvds M, yéedvos m, yoedvds rece, 
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XOPOS 


/, 
péAew mdpeort, déo70Ta. 


EEPEHS 
erropbialé vuv" yoous. 

XOPOS 
OTOTOTOTOL. & 


preAawva 5° GpprewelEerar,® 
ot,® orovdcooa mAayd. 


REPEHS 
A /, >» > / ‘ te 
Kal oTépv apacce KamBoa To Moov. [o7p. 7. 
XOPOS 
LA 3, ow. 
ave dvd. 
BEPZHS 
, , , 4 , ’ 
kat poe yeveloy mépbe* Aevenpy Tpixa. 


XOPO 
ampuyS’ dampryda daa yosdvd. 
eo . - . 

eo 
EEPEH 
avrer 8 o&v. 
XOPO 
Kal Tad ep€w. 
EEPEHS 


Lo, 2” 5 , > a a > 
7rémrAov 8 Epercce® xoArriav dxuH xep@v. [avr. 7. 
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du meulteral M? (ao w. M®): Dindorf (jewel. Wilam.). 
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Cuorus 
This care, my liege, is mine. 


XERXES 
Lift up now thy voice in lamentation. 


Cuorus 


Woe’s the day! And with our wailing, alas, shall 
be mingled blackening blows and shrieks of pain. 


XERXES 
Beat thy breast too, and raise the Mysian wail. 


Crorus 
Anguish, anguish ! 
XERXES 
And tear, I pray thee, the white hair from out thy 
beard. 
Cuorvus 
With clenched nails, with clenched nails, with 
loud wailing. 
XERXES 
And utter shrill cries. 
Cuorus. 


This too will I do. 
XERXES 


And with thy fingers rend the robe that drapes 
thee. 


3 wo: Lachmann. 4 trepbev M, répbe KF. 
: 5 foevde M, perce rece. 
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XOPOS 

LA > wv 

ave dvia. 
EEPEHS 

kal YddW’ EBerpav Kal Katolkricat oTparov. 
XOPOX 

dmpiyd’ ampvySa pdda yoeSvd. 


ZEPEHS 
, > » 

Siaivou 8’ dace. 

XOPOS 
1065 Téyyouuat Tot. 

EEPEHS 

Boa vuv' dvriSourd pou. [ew8dds, 
XOPOS 

oo? oio?. 
ZEPEHS 


> A! b] /, / 
ataktos €s Sduous kle. 


XOPOS 
1070 iw id, [Ilepots ala S¥oBaros]2 

EEPEZHS 

> ‘ A | ed 

twa 81) Kar’ dortu, 
XOPOS 

twa Sira, val vai, 
EREPHHS 

yoo? aBpoBdrat. 


1 viv: Passow. 2 ] Wilam. 
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Cuorus 
Anguish, anguish ! 
XERXES 
And pluck out thy locks and lament our host. 


Cuorus 


__ With clenched nails, with clenched nails, with 
loud wailing. 
; 
XERXES 
Let tears moisten thine eyes. 


Cuorus 
I am steeped in tears. 


XERXES 
Cry now aloud in response to me. 


Cuorus 
Alas, alas ! 
XERXES 


With sounds of wailing wend ye to your homes. 
Cuorus 

Alas, alas ! 
XERXES 

Alas! through the city. 


Cuorus 
Alas, indeed ! yea, yea. 


XERXES 
Pour forth your wail as ye move on with dainty 
steps. 
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id id, Tepois afa SvoBaros. 


BEPEHS 

in ey TpioKxd\wovow, 
in t7,' Bdpow dddpevor. 
XOPOS 
mémife Toi ce Svabpdois ydous. — 
} 7 or 4 most mss., U4) FN, 


THE PERSIANS 


Crorus 
Alas, alas, O Persian land, grievous now to tread | 


XERXES 


-Ah me! Those that perished in three-tiered 
galleys, ah me! 


Crorus : 
J will escort thee with dismal sounds of woe. 


[Exeunt omnes 
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TA TOY APAMATO® ITIPOZOIA 


+4 KPATOS kal BIA 
H@AIZTOS 
IIPOMHOET> 
XOPOZ QKEANTAQN 
QKEANOZ 

IQ INAXOT 
EPMH> 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Power and Force 

HepuakEstus 

PROMETHEUS 

Cuorus of the Daughters of Oceanus 
Oceanus 

Io, daughter of Inachus 

Hermes ‘ 


cenr.—A rocky height, overlooking the ocean, in 
the uttermost parts of Scythia. 

mmr.—Mythical. 

aTE.—Uncertain (the official statement is lost). 


ARGUMENT 


Wuen Cronus, the son of Uranus, was king in heaver 
revolt against his rule arose among the gods. Th 
Olympians strove to dethrone him in favour of Zeu: 
his son; the Titans, children of Uranus and Earth 
championing the ancient order of violence, marred again: 
Zeus and his partisans. Prometheus, himself a Titar 
forewarned by his oracular mother Earth or Them 
( for she bore either name) that the victory should be wo 
by craft, whereas his brethren placed their sole relian 
on brute force, rallied mith her to the side of Zeus an 
secured his success. His triumph once assured, th 
new monarch of heaven proceeded forthwith to apportic 
to the gods their various functions and prerogatives ; bi 
the wretched race of man he purposed to annihilate an 
create another in tts stead. This plan was frustrate 
by Prometheus, who, in compassion on their feeblenes 
showed them the use of fire, which he had stolen in the 
behoof, and taught them all arts and handicrafts. Fi 
this rebellion against the nenly-founded sovereignty 
Zeus, the friend of mankind was doomed to suff 
chastisement—he must pass countless ages, riveted to 
crag on the shores of Ocean in the trackless waste ¢ 
Scythia. 

But suffering of body or of mind might not que 
his spirit, though he is possessed of the sad privilege | 
immortality. Conscious that he had erred, he is neverth 
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ss fortified by indignation that he had been made the 
ictim of tyranny and ingratitude. Nor is he unprovided 
uth a means to strengthen his resistance and to force 
ie hand of his oppressor, whose despotic power has one 
ont of attack. The Titan is possessed of a fateful 
cret which must be revealed to Zeus if he is not to be 
urled from his dominion as his father had been before 
im. The despot contemplates marriage with .Thetis, 
nd should it be brought to pass, the son to be born to him 
to prove mightier than his sire. This secret, told Pro- 
etheus by his mother, he will not disclose till, in the lapse 
f ages, Zeus consents to release him from his ignominious 
mls; rather than part with it on other terms he defies 
1 thunder and the lightning of the lord of Olympus and, 
mid the crashing world, is hurled to Tartarus, to the 
‘st protesting against the injustice of his doom. 
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KPATOS 
XOoves pev és ryAovpdv jKomev éSov, 
UKvOnv és ofuov,! dBarov? eis epniiiav. 
“Hoaore, cot Sé xpr) wdrew emoroAds 
ds cou matip édetro, rdvSe mpos mérpais 
dymAokpyvors Tov Aewpydy oxpdoar 
adapavrivey Seoudy ev appyxros méSais.2 
TO oov yap dvbos, mavTéxvou tupds addas, 
Ovyrotor Krepas Sracev: rovdade ror 
dyaprias ode Set Ocots Sotvat dikyp, 
ws av Si8axOR rv Ais Tupavvida 
orepyew, drravOpdrov 8é mavecbar Tpdrov. 


HAISTOS 
Kpdéros Bia te, oddv pev evtoA?) Avds 
€xer téAos 81} Koddey eumoday ert 
ey 8 droduds etur ovyyevh Oedv 
Sioa Bia ddpayy mpos* Svoxeurepw 


1 olor M, otuov rece, . 

° &Baroy ss. ee 7’ M) schol. Ray. Arist. Ran. 814, 
&Bporov schol. BV Hom. = 78, schol. Ven. Ran. 814. 
8 édaparrivats wédnuow . . , wérpas M, ddauavrivacs (-vots, 
“vys) wédyow (-nor, “NT, -alcw) rece,, év omit. in many recc,, 
214 


PROMETHEUS BOUND 


[Enter Power and Force, bringing mith them 
Prometheus captive; also Hephaestus| 


Power 


To earth’s remotest confines we are come, to the 
Scythian tract, an untrodden solitude, And now, 
Hephaestus, thine is the charge to observe the 
mandates laid upon thee by the Father—to clamp 
this miscreant upon the high-beetling crags in 
shackles of binding adamant that cannot be broken. 
For thine own pride, even flashing fire, source of all 
arts, he hath purloined and bestowed upon mortal 
| creatures. Such is his offence; wherefore he is 
bound to make requital to the gods, that so he may 
be lessoned to brook the sovereignty of Zeus and 
forbear his championship of man. 


Hepuarstus 


| Power and Force, for you indeed the behest of 
) Zeus is now fulfilled, and naught remains to stay 
you. But for me—I cannot nerve myself to bind 
amain a kindred god upon this rocky cleft assailed by 


rérpas some recc.: ddayavrlvwv deopav . . . mé6ats schol, 

Rav. Arist. Ran. 814. S 
4 7g M, pos superscribed, 
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Tpvoe. a 6 Awdrjowv yap ob TEpUKE TH. 
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Geos Oedv yap ody bromTHoowv yddov 
Bporotor Tyas dracas mépa dikys. 
av? dv dreprf rivse ppoupyoeis métpav 
opboorddnv, dumvos, ob Kduntwy yovu- 
ToMods 8 ddupyods Kal yoous avwdedets 
pbeyEn: Aros yap dvoTapairnror dpéves: 
drags 8€ tpayds datis av véov Kpary. 


KPATOS 


elev,® ti wéAXes Kal KatouKktily® pdrnv; 
Tt Tov Oeois éyPorov od otvyets Bedv, 
Gotts 76 adv Ovyroian mpodSwrev yépas; 


H®AISTOS 
TO ovyyeves Tou Sewdy 7 8 Optra. 
1 ae : Elmsley. ° rory M, wéyy rece. 
I 


® ailel 4 4 érntpw M, danipw other mss, 
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cruel winter. Yet, come what may, I am constrained 
to summon courage to this deed; for ’tis perilous 
to disregard the commandments of the Father. 

Lofty-minded son of Themis who counselleth 
aright, against my will, no less than thine, I must 
rivet thee with brazen bonds no hand can loose to 
this desolate crag, where nor voice nor form of mortal 
man shall meet thy ken; but, scorched by the 
sun’s bright beams, thou shalt lose the fair bloom 
of thy flesh. And glad shalt thou be when spangled- 
robed night shall veil his brightness and when the 
sun shall scatter again the rime of morn. Evermore 
the burthen of thy present ill shall wear thee out ; 
for thy deliverer is not yet born. 

Such guerdon hast thou gained from thy cham- 
pionship of man. For, god though thou art, thou 
didst not quail before the wrath of the gods, but 
didst bestow honours upon mortal creatures beyond 
their due. Wherefore on this joyless rock thou 
must stand sentinel, erect, sleepless, thy knee 
unbent. And many a groan and unavailing lament 
thou shalt utter; for the heart of Zeus is obdurate, 
and everyone is harsh whose power is new. 


Power 


Well, why dally and vent in vain thy pity? Why 
dost thou not detest a god most hateful to the gods, 
since he hath betrayed thy prerogative to mortals ? 


Hepwaerstus 
A strangely potent tie is kinship—-end companion- 
ship as well. 


5 ciév M. 8 karocxrife: M, xarocxriéy rece. 
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KPATOS 
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KPATOS 
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H®AISTOR 
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KPATOS 
, A. / \ « ¢ aA t 
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Tov vov mapdvTwy oddev aitia téxvy. 
H@AISTOS ‘ 
éumas tus adi dros ddedev Aaxetv. 


KPATOS 
¢ 2 3 AQ \ a wi 
amavT erayOy” zAjv Oeotor Kotpavety 
ErcdOepos yap ovis earl wd Adds. 
H@AISTOS 
” A 29. > ~ ” 
eyvwa toiade Koddév dvreumety exw. 


KPATOS 
ovKouy éreiEn THSe Seopd® meprBadety, 
Os uno eAwiovra mpoodepxOn rarip; 


1 +e M, ye QKN;-7e-reeces~ '. 3 éxpdxOn: Stanley. 
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Power 
I grant it; yet to refuse to obey the commands of 
the Father—is this possible? Hast thou not still 
greater fear of that ? 
HepuHarstus 


Aye, thou art ever pitiless and steeped in insolence. 


Power ; 

Aye, for it boots naught to bemoan this fellow. 
Have done with losing thy labour at a task un- 
profitable. 

~ HepHarstus 
Oh handicraft that I have learned so much to 


loathe ! 
Power 


Why hate it? Since in good truth thy craft is 
in no wise to blame for these present troubles. 


HeEpuarstus : 
Nevertheless, would that it had fallen to another’s 


lot ! 
Power 


Each office has its burthen except to be lord of 
heaven ; for none is free save only Zeus. 
HeEPHAESTUS 
I know it by this task; gainsay it I cannot. 


Power 


Haste thee then to cast the fetters about him, lest 
the Father behold thee loitering. 


3 rGde Secwa M, Seoua r@de rece. 
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HbAISTOS 

kat 51 mpdxeipa dda! Sepxecbar mapa. 
KPATOS 

55 Bader vw audi xepolv eynpare? obéver 

paoriips Oeive, maccdAeve mpds méTpals. 
H@AISTOS 
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KPATOS 
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HAISTOS 
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KPATOS 
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H@AISTOS 
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KPATOS 
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HAISTOS 
aiat, Hpounbed, odv rreporéves* mévev. 


1 Wadia M, Wdddea rece., yéedra rece, 2 NaBow': Stanley, 
* mépov mss. (mépous Porson from schol, Arist. £q. 756). 
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HeEpPuHAEsTus 


Well, there then! The bracelets are ready, as 
thou mayest see. 
Powrr 


Cast them about his wrists and with might and 
main smite with thy hammer ; rivet him to the rocks. 
HEPHAESTUS 


There! The work is getting on and is not done 

amiss. 
PowER 

Strike harder, clamp him tight, leave nothing loose ; 
for he is wondrous clever at finding a way even out 
of desperate straits. 

HepHarstus 
This arm, at least, is fixed beyond all loosening. 


PowrErR 


Now rivet this one too and securely, that he may 
learn, for all his cleverness, that he is but a dullard 
compared to Zeus. 


HepHarstTus 
None but he could justly blame my work. 
PowER 
Now straight through his chest drive the adaman- 
tine wedge’s stubborn edge with thy full force. 
HEPHAESTUS 
Alas, Prometheus, I groan over thy pangs. 


4 yroorévw M, breporévw m. 
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PowER 


What! Shrinking again and groaning over the 
‘oes of Zeus? Look to it lest the day come when 
hou shalt grieve for thyself. 


Hepuarstus 
Thou seest a spectacle grievous for eyes to behold. 


PowrEr 


I see this fellow getting his deserts. Come, 
ast the girths about his sides. 


HepHarsTus 
Do this I must; spare me thy needless ordering. 


Power 


Of a truth, I'll order thee, aye and more—I’ll 
ound thee on. Get thee down below, and ring 
is legs by force. 

Hepuarstus 


There now! The work’s done and with no long 


abour. 
PowER 


Now hammer the galling fetters with thy full 
orce ; for the appraiser of our work is severe. 


HepHaestus 
The utterance of thy tongue matches thy face. 


Power 


Play thou the woman an thou wilt, but cast not in 
y teeth my stubborn will and my relentless mood. 


3 rpaxtrnra M, Opacdrara KRP yp. 
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HepnHarstus 
Let us begone, since he has got the meshes on his 
imbs. [Fait 
Powrr 


There now, indulge thy insolence, keep on wresting 
rom the gods their honours to give them to creatures 
yf a day. Are mortals able to lighten this thy load 
of woe? Falsely hight the gods call thee Prome- 
sheus,! for thou hast thyself need of one to take 
orethought how thou: shalt extricate thyself from 
shis handiwork. [Exeunt Power and Force 


PROMETHEUS 


O thou bright sky of heaven, ye swift-winged 
yreezes, ye river-waters, and multitudinous laughter 
of the waves of ocean, O universal mother Earth, 
und thou, all-seeing orb of the sun, to you I call! 
Behold what I, a god, endure of evil from the gods. 

Behold, with what shameful woes I am racked 
and must wrestle throughout the countless years 
of time apportioned me.» Such is the ignominious 
nondage the new Commander of the Blessed hath 
contrived against me. Woe! Woe! For misery pre- 
sent and misery to come I groan, not knowing where 
t is fated deliverance from these woes shall rise. 

And yet, what do I say? All that is to be I 
now full well and in advance, nor shall any affliction 


1 Such etymologizing ‘‘ play ” (Pro-metheus, Fore-thought) 
vas a serious matter to the Cieks, who found in the name 
»f a person a significant indication of his nature or his fate. 
Slike Shakespeare, Aeschylus saw nothing even half- 
1umorous in such etymological analysis ; and elsewhere, in 
laying on the names Apollo, Clytaemestra, Polynices, the 
omen is an omen. 
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come upon me unforeseen. My allotted doom I 
needs must bear as lightly as I may, knowing that 
the might of Necessity brooketh no resistance. Yet 
to be silent or not silent about this my fate is 
beyond my power. For it is because I bestowed 
good gifts on mortals that this yoke of constraint 
hath been bound upon me to my misery. I hunted 
out and stored in fennel stalk the stolen source of 
fire that hath proved to mortals a teacher in every 
art and a means to mighty ends. Such is the 


joffence for which I pay the penalty, riveted in 


fetters beneath the open sky. 

Ha! Hold! What murmur, what scent wingeth 
to me, its source invisible, heavenly or human, or 
blent of both? Hath there come to this crag at the 
confines of the world someone to stare upon my 
sufferings—or with what intent? Behold me, an 
ill-fated god, immanacled, the foe of Zeus, me who 
have incurred the enmity of all who resort unto 
the court of Zeus, by reason of my too great love 
for mankind. Ha! What’s this? What may be this 
rustling stir I hear again hard by, of birds? The 
air whirs with the light rush of pinions. Whatever 
approaches is fraught with alarm for me. 

[The Daughters of Oceanus enter on a minged car 


Cuorus 


Be not alarmed! For this our band hath come 
in winged rivalry of speed unto this crag in love to 
thee, having won our sire’s consent as best we might. 


1 rodode M, roGvde rece. 2 wmralOpios: Blomfield. 

3 raccadevuévos M (with first accent deleted), -evwévos KN, 
decpotsr maroaXeurds most rece. : C. G. Haupt. 

4 Bedcouros M, bedovros Arund. 

5 jpav M, éuer rece. 8 je: Herm. 
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The swift-coursing breezes bore me on; for the 
reverberation of the clang of iron pierced our inmost 
cave’s recess and drove my grave-miened modesty 
away in fright ; and I set off in haste unsandalled on 
a winged car. 


PROMETHEUS 


Alas! Alas! Offspring of fruitful Tethys and of 
him who with his sleepless current encircleth the 
whole earth, children of your father Oceanus, 

behold, look on me, pinioned by what fetters, upon 
the summit crag of this ravine, I am to hold my 
unenviable watch. 


Cuorvus 


I behold, Prometheus ; and in my alarm for thee 
there spread o’er mine eyes a mist all filled with 
tears as I saw thy body withering ignominiously 
upon this rock in these bonds of adamant. For 
new rulers lord it in heaven, and with new-fangled 
laws Zeus wieldeth arbitrary sway; and that which 
was mighty of old he now bringeth to naught. 


PROMETHEUS 
Oh that he had hurled me below the earth, aye 


4 dulyrdn M, outxra N. 
5 cislSouca M, eiordov'ca m}, elardovon and -odcr recc. 


8 arérpac (with s added ?) M, rérpg VQKR, wérpars PBLN. 


7 rais: Vict. 8 ddauavrodéros : Turn. 
® aéécuws: Bentley from Hesych. 
10 7’; Turn. 1 gidov: Blomfield. 
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*neath Hades, the entertainer of the dead, into 
impassable Tartarus, and had ruthlessly fastened 
me in fetters no hand can loose, that so nor god nor 
other kind had now gloated over this my agony! 
But, as it is, a plaything of the winds, to my misery, 
I suffer ills whereat my foes exult. 


Cuorvus 


Who of the gods is so hard of heart as to make thy 
misery cause of exultation? Who feels not with thee 
the pang of thy woes—save only Zeus? But he in 
rancour hath set his soul inflexibly and keepeth in 
subjection the race sprung from Uranus; nor will 
he make an end, until either he hath satiated his 
soul or, by some device of guile, another seize his 
impregnable empire. 


PRoMETHEUS 


Verily the day shall yet come when, though I be 
thus tortured in stubborn fetters, the Prince of the 
Blessed shall have need of me to reveal the new 


will I, cowering before his dire threats, divulge this 
secret, until he shall release me from my cruel bonds 
and desire to proffer satisfaction for this outrage. 


= "1" Se a 
1 Grépavrov: Wilam. 2 dyplors M, ayplws rece. 
3 bs ujrore: Turn. 4 alel M most rece., det KFN. 


5 dyvaudov M, dyvawroy m!, dyvarrov RILN. 
‘Y , 
6 é7’ dn’ éuod M, é7’ éuod rece. 
T yvorédais M, yuorédas rece. 


8 ad’ changed to J’ M. 9 odroe M, ofr: rece. 
10 7é por rivew M most rece., Te rivew N. 
Ni ris M, riod" rece. 12 gixtas: Elmsley. 
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Corus | 


Bold art thou, and batest not a jot for all thy bitter 
pangs, and thou givest too much licence to thy 
tongue. But my soul is agitated by piercing fear, 
and I am in dread about thy fate, wondering to 
what haven thou must steer thy barque to see an 
jend of thy voyage of sorrow. For inexorable are 
the ways of Cronus’ son and his heart is hardened 
against entreaty. 


PROMETHEUS 


» I know that Zeus is harsh and keepeth justice in 

his own hands; but nevertheless one day he shall be 
mild of mood, when in that wise! he hath been 
crushed, Then, calming down his stubborn wrath, 
he shall at last come into bond and amity with me, 
_ | eager no less to welcome him. 


Cuorvus 


Unfold the whole story and declare to us upon what 
charge Zeus hath taken thee that he thus visits 
_ | thee with ignominious and bitter outrage. Instruct 
| us, unless, indeed, there be some harm in telling. 


PROMETHEUS 
Painful is it to me even to tell the tale, painful 
to keep it silent—my case is hapless every way. 
When first the heavenly powers were moved to 
| wrath, and mutual dissension was stirred up amongst 
1 A veiled allusion to the secret hinted at in 1. 171. 


4 od rapduvdov MVN, arrapduuOor rece. 
5 +e cat M most rece., cal N. 
6 2 M, dtw m! (dim and olw recc.): om. N (Triclinius). 
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them, some bent on casting Cronus from his seat 
that Zeus, forsooth, might reign; others, eager 
for the contrary end, that Zeus might never 
win mastery over the gods—then it was that I, 
albeit advising them for the best, was unable to 
persuade the Titans, children of Heaven and Earth ; 
but they, disdaining counsels of craft, in the pride 
of their strength thought to gain the mastery without 
a struggle and by force. Full oft my mother Themis, 
or Earth (one form she hath but many names), 


.|had foretold to me the way in which the future was 


fated to come to pass—how that it was not by brute 
strength and not through violence, but by guile 
that those who should gain the upper hand were 
destined to prevail. For all that I set this forth by 
argument to them, they did not deign even to 
regard my advice one whit. Therefore of what was 
then before me the best choice seemed to be that I, 
joining my mother with me, should range myself, 
a welcome volunteer, on the side of Zeus; and it is 
by reason of my counsel that the cavernous gloom of 
Tartarus now hides ancient Cronus and his allies 
withal. Such profit did the tyrant of Heaven have 
of me and with such foul return as this did he 
make requital; for it is a disease that somehow - 
inheres in tyranny to have no faith in friends. 

However, touching your question for what cause 
he torments me, this I will now make clear. 

Soon as ever he had seated himself upon his 
father’s throne, he forthwith assigned to the deities 


5 tmepexovras M, -éxovras most recc., -éoxovTas SOME FECC.? 
Porson. 

8 apoohaBdvr. M most recc., mpoohaBivra KN. 

7 é&quetparo M, dvrnuetvaro Arund. Cant. 2. 
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heir several privileges and apportioned unto them 
heir proper powers. But of wretched mortals he 
ook no heed, but desired to bring the whole race to 
othingness and to create another, a new one, in its 
tead. Against this purpose none dared make stand 
ave I myself—I only had the courage; I saved 
ortals so that they did not descend, blasted utterly, 
nto the house of Death. Therefore am I bent by so 
ievous tortures, painful to suffer, piteous to behold. 
that gave mortals first place in my pity, I am 
eemed unworthy to win this pity for myself, but 
m thus mercilessly disciplined, a spectacle that 
hames the fame of Zeus. 


Cuorus 


A heart of iron and fashioned out of rock, Prome- 
heus, is he who feels no compassion at thy miseries. 
or myself, I should not have desired to see them 3 
and now that I see them I am pained to the heart. 


PROMETHEUS 


Aye, to my friends indeed I am a spectacle of 
ity. 

Cuorus 
Thou didst not perchance transgress even some- 
hat beyond this offence ? 


PROMETHEUS 
| Aye, I caused mortals no longer to foresee their 
doom. 
1 «Doom ” here signifies ‘* doom of death.” 


7 ¢y’> Wecklein. 8 é\eewds : Porson. 
9 dynrots 7’ M, Lips. 1 Ven. 3, @vnrots y’ Lips. 2 P*, Vind. 
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Cuorus 


Of what sort was the cure thou didst find for this 
iction ? 
PROMETHEUS 


I caused blind hopes to dwell within their breasts. 
Cuorus 
A great boon was this thou gavest to mortals. 


PROMETHEUS 
And besides it was I that gave them fire. 
Cuorus 


What! Do creatures of a day now have flame- 
ed fire ? 


PROMETHEUS 
Aye, and therefrom they shall learn many arts. 
CHorus 
Was it then on a charge like this that Zeus— 


PROMETHEUS 
Torments me and in no wise gives me respite from 
pain. 
Cuorus 


And is there no end assigned thee of thine 
deal ? 

PROMETHEUS 
Nay, none save when it seemeth to him good. 


Corvus 
But how shall it seem good? What hope is there ? 
beest thou not that thou hast erred? And yet 
ow thou hast erred is no pleasant matter of discourse 
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or me, while for thee ’tis pain. But let us quit this 
heme ; and do thou seek some release from thine 
rdeal. 

Promerueus 


"Tis easy for him who keeps his foot free from 
arm to counsel and admonish him who is in misery. 

yself I knew all this the while. Of mine own will, 
ye, of mine own will I erred—gainsay it I cannot. 
n succouring mortals I found suffering for myself ; 
evertheless I thought not to be punished thus— 
0 waste away upon cliffs in mid-air, my portion 


ray you, oh consent. Take part in the trouble of 
im who is now in sore distress. Of a truth, affliction 
andereth impartially abroad and alighteth upon all 
n turn, 


Cuorvus 


Not to unwilling ears hast thou made this appeal, 
rometheus. And so now with light foot I will quit 
y swift-speeding seat and the pure air, the pathway 
f birds, and draw nigh to this rugged ground ; 
or I am fain to hear the whole story of thy woes. 


[Enter Oceanus on a winged steed 


Oceanus 
I am come to the goal of a long journey in my 


+ iedapclais corrected to -os M. 
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assage to thee, Prometheus, guiding by mine own 
ill, without a bit, this swift-winged bird. For 
hy fate, thou may’st be sure, I feel compassion. 
inship, methinks, constraineth me to this; and, 
part from blood, there is none to whom I should 
ay greater respect than to thee. Thou shalt know 
is for simple sooth and that it is not in me to 
tter vain and glozing words; come, tell me—what / 
id can I render thee? For thou shalt never say 
ou hast a friend more loyal than Oceanus. 


PRoMETHEUS 


Ha! What have we here? So then thou too 

ast come to stare upon my sufferings? How didst 

hou summon courage to quit the stream that bears 

y name and the rock-roofed caves thou thyself 

ast made and come unto this land, the mother of . 
on? Is it that thou hast come to gaze upon my 

tate and join thy grief to my distress? Behold a 

ectacle—me here, the friend of Zeus, who helped 

im to establish his sovereign sway, by what anguish 

am bent even by him ! : 


OcrEanus 


I behold, Prometheus; and moreover, am fain 
give thee counsel for the best, fon all that thou art 
btle. Learn to know thyself and adapt to thyself 
ew ways; for new likewise is the ruler among 
e gods. But if thou hurlest forth words so harsh 
d of such whetted edge, peradventure Zeus may 
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ar thee, though throned afar, high in the heavens, 
that thy present multitude of sorrows shall seem 
t childish sport. But, oh wretched sufferer, put 
way thy wrathful mood and try to find releasement 
om these miseries. Perchance this advice may seem 
thee an outworn saw ; but such plight as thine, 
ometheus, is but the wages of too vaunting speech. 
ut not even yet hast thou learned humility, nor dost 
ou bend before misfortune, but wouldst rather add 
ill other ills to thy present store. Therefore take me 
s thy teacher and kick not against the pricks, seeing 
at a harsh ruler now holds sway who is accountable 
none. So now I will depart and try if haply 
may be able to release thee from these sufferings. 
nd do thou hold thy peace and be not too bluster- 
g of speech. Or, for all thy exceeding wisdom, 
ost thou not know full well that chastisement is 
flicted on a froward tongue ? 


PROMETHEUS 


I envy thee that thou art clear of blame for having 
o much as dared to share with me in these my 
oubles.! So now have done and let it concern thee 
ot. Do what thou wilt, thou canst not persuade 
im; for he is not easy to persuade. Beware lest 
thy mission thou take, perchance, some harm 
nto thyself. 
Oceanus 

Of a truth, thou art far better able to admonish 
thers than thyself. *Tis by fact, not by hearsay, 
hat I judge. But stay not him that is bent on . 
_| 1 The reading of the mss, can only mean that Oceanus 

ad participated throughout in the rebellion of Prometheus ; 
hereas, in ]. 236, Prometheus expressly declares that he 
ad no confederate in his opposition to Zeus. 
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e€ oppdtrwv 8 jnotrpamte yopywmov cédas, 
ws thy Atos tupavvid’ exmépawy Bia: 
GAN’ AAev adr@ Znvos dypumvov Bé2os, 
KarauBarns Kepavvos exmvewy dddya, 
Os avrov ebérrdnge TOV dymyspev | 
KopTacpdatwr. dpévas yap eis avtas Tumels 
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Ketrat orevwob mAnotov adacatov 
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1 «’ ofS wh M, xovdauq reece. 


2 |. 349 is given to Oceanus in many Mss. (but not in M), 
3 és M, zpos rece. 4 oxrepa: Kirchhoff. 
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going. For I am confident, aye, confident, that 
Zeus will grant me this boon, to free thee from thy 
sufferings. 

PROMETHEUS 


So far I thank thee now and shall never cease 
to thank thee; for in zeal thou lackest naught. 
But trouble not thyself; for vain and not helpful 
to me will be thy trouble—if trouble thou art fain 
perchance to take. Nay, hold thee quiet and keep 
thyself clear of harm. For if I am in sore plight, 
I would not therefore wish affliction to be the 
lot of all the world. No, indeed, no! since, besides, 
I am distressed by the fate of my brother Atlas, who, 
towards the west, stands bearing on his shoulders 
the pillar of heaven and earth, a burthen not easy for 
his arms to grasp. Pity moved me, too, at the sight . 
of the earth-born dweller of the Cilician caves curbed 
by violence, that destructive monster of an hundred 
heads, impetuous Typhon. He withstood all the 
gods, hissing out terror with horrid jaws, while from 
his eyes lightened a hideous glare, as though he 
would storm amain the sovereignty of Zeus. But upon 
him came the unsleeping bolt of Zeus, the swooping 
levin brand with breath of flame, which smote him, 
frightened, from his high-worded vauntings; for, 
stricken to the very heart, he was burnt to ashes 
and his strength blasted from him by the lightning 
bolt. And now, a helpless and a sprawling bulk, 
he lies hard by the narrows of the sea, pressed down 
beneath the roots of Aetna; whilst on the topmost 


5 éxarovroxdpnvov with a over 7 M: Blomfield. 
6 racw 8s MPBLN, és raow many rece. : [6s] Wellauer. 
7 pbBov M, dédvov rece. 
8 rapdwpov M, wapiopov PLR, mapdopov Q. 
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MPOMH®EYTS 


edv tis &v Kaup@ ye HarOdoon Kéap 
kat 7) odprydvra Bupov icxvaivy Bia. 


OQKEANOS 
&v TO mrpobvpctaba® 82 Ka} ToAWay tiva 
Opis evodcav Lnulav; SiSacké Me. : 
MIPOMH@ETS 
/ a} , > > , 
885 H0x8ov zepicody Kouddvouv + evn iar, 
1 Oeputs M, Geppois rece, 
2 dardhorov : Schiitz. 3 BédXecor M, BéXecr rece, 


* épyfis Mss., Woxjs Plutarch, Consol. ad Apoll. 102 x, 
Eustathius 696, 33, ete. 

° mpoOumetcbar most mss., TpounGeicbac PHBQ! schol, M. 
With the latter reading, the meaning is «« when daring joins 
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summit Hephaestus sits and hammers the molten 
bre. Thence there shall one day burst forth rivers 
bf fire,! with savage jaws devouring the level fields 
pf Sicily, land of fair fruit—such boiling rage shall 
lypho, although charred by the blazing levin of Zeus, 
end spouting forth with hot jets of appalling, fire- 
reathing surge. 

But thou art not inexperienced, and hast no need 
bf lessoning from me. Save thyself, as thou best 
nowest ;. while I will drain to the dregs my present 
ot until such time as the mind of Zeus shall abate 
wrath. 

Oceanus 


Knowest thou not then, Prometheus, that words 
bre the mediciners of a disordered temper ? 


Prometueus 


If one salve the soul in season, and not seek to 
educe its swelling rage by violence. 


Ocranus 


What lurking mischief dost thou mark when daring 
oins to zeal? Resolve me this. 


PRoMETHEUS 
Lost labour and blithe and guileless simplicity. 


? The eruption of Aetna in 479/8 n.c. is also described in 

4 famous passage of Pindar (Pyth. i. 21 4£., written in 470 

&c.), which Aeschylus has here in mind. The lyric poet - 
wells on the physical aspect of the eruption by day and 

ight; the dramatist, on the damage done to the labour of 

the husbandman. 


forethought ”—a reference to the name of Prometheus (cp. 
85). 
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1 6 &' ay or 5é7’ dv: Blomfield. 
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Ocranus 


Leave me to be distempered on this wise, since 
it advantageth most, when truly wise, to be deemed 


a fool. 
PROMETHEUS 


This fault will be seen to be mine own. 


Ocranus 
Clearly the tenor of thy speech remands me home. 


PROMETHEUS 
‘See to it lest thy lamenting me win thee enmity. 


OcEanus 
With him new-seated on his throne omnipotent ? 


PROMETHEUS 
Beware lest the time come when his heart shall 
be angered with thee. 


Oceanus 
Thy plight, Prometheus, is my instructor, 


PROMETHEUS 
Get thee gone, dispatch, keep thy present pur- 


ose. 

F OcraNnus 
Thy urgence meets my eagerness ; for my four- 
footed winged beast fans with his wings the smooth 
pathway of the air; and truly will he be glad to 
rest his knees in his stall at home, [Exit 
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Cuorus 
I mourn over thee, Prometheus, by reason of thy 


jhapless fate. Shedding from my eyes a coursing 


flood of tears I wet my tender cheeks with their 
moist streams. For Zeus, holding thus direful sway 
by self-appointed laws, displayeth towards the 
gods of eld an overweening spirit. 


Now the whole earth crieth aloud in lamentation ; 
. . » lament the greatness of the glory of thy time- 
hallowed honour, the honour that was thine and thy 
brethren’s ; and all mortals that make their dwelling- 
place in holy Asia share the anguish of thy most 
lamentable suffering ; 


And the dwellers in the land of Colchis, the 
maidens fearless in fight; and the Scythian, multi- 
tude that tenants the uttermost region of the earth 
bordering the Maeotic lake; 


And the flower of Arabia in arms, that holdeth the 
high-cragged citadel hard by Caucasus, a hostile 
host that roareth in the mellay of sharp-pointed 
spears. - 


3 jadwav M, padiwdr recc.: Wilam. 

4 anyais M, rayais rece. 

5 irepypavos with v over s M. j 

8 evdeview alxpiy M, évdelxvvow alyudy rece. 

7 Various, but altogether’ uncertain, emendations have 
been proposed to heal the defective responsion: 6’ éo7épiot 
Wecklein, rep#ouévay Dindorf, dupsuevor Fritzsche, daxpuxéet 
(with orévovea, found in N) Herm, 

8 jwixpnuvov 8 M, vYixpnuvor schol. M. 

9 yéwovor M, véuovra: lemma schol. M rece. 
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| [tone other Titan god alone have I ere now beheld 
in distress, enthralled in torment by adamantine 
onds—even Atlas, pre-eminent in mighty strength, 
ho moaneth the while as he supports the vault of 
saven upon his back.t] 

And the waves of the sea utter a cry as they 
ll, the deep laments, the black abyss of Hades 
nmbles in response, and the streams of pure-flow- 
ibe rivers lament thy piteous pain. 


PROMETHEUS 


Nay, impute it not to pride nor yet to wilful- 
ess that I am silent. Painful thoughts devour my 
eart as I behold myself maltreated thus. And 
et who but I definitely assigned their prerogatives 
nto these upstart gods? But of this I speak not ; 
or my tale would tell you naught save what ye 
ow. But hearken to the miseries that beset 
ankind—how that they were witless erst and I made 
hem to have sense and be endowed with reason. 
or will I speak to upbraid mankind, but to set forth 
he friendly purpose that inspired my boons. 

First of all, though they had eyes to see, they 
aw to no avail; they had ears, but understood not ; 
ut, like to shapes in dreams, throughout their 
ength of days, without purpose they wrought all 
hings in confusion. Knowledge had they neither 
f houses built of bricks and turned to face the sun, 
or yet of work in wood; but dwelt beneath the 


5 drhavé’ &s M, drdav6’ ds recc.: Halm.’ [alév] Halm. 

6 jrelpoxov M rece., vrépoxov HB. 7 <aréywv> Wecklein. 

8 Bats M, Bubds rece. 

9 rporndotjevov with e over 7 M, mpoced. most recc., 
povcedotpevoy Vat. 58, Reg. 155. 

10 zpooj\ous with e over 7 M. 
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round like swarming ants, in sunless caves. They 
ad no sign either of winter or of flowery spring or 
f fruitful summer, whereon they could depend, but 
everything they wrought without judgment, 
ntil such time as I taught them to discern the 
sings of the stars and their settings, ere this ill 
istinguishable. 

Aye, and numbers, too, chiefest of sciences, I 
vented for them, and the combining of letters, 
eative mother of the Muses’ arts, wherewith to 
old all things in memory. I, too, first brought 
brute beasts beneath the yoke to be subject to the 
ollar and the pack-saddle, that they might bear in 
en’s stead their heaviest burdens; and to the 
hariot I harnessed horses and made them obedient 
o the rein, to be an adornment of wealth and 
xury. jTwas I and no one else that contrived the 
ariner’s flaxen-winged car to roam the sea. 
Wretched that I am—such are the inventions I 
evised for mankind, yet have myself no cunning 
yherewith to rid me of my present suffering. 


Cuorvus 


Thou hast suffered sorrow and humiliation. Thou 
rt forsaken of thy, wits and art gone astray; and, 
ke an unskilled le&ch, fallen ill, thou losest heart. 
d canst not discover what remedies to minister to 
ine own disease, 

PROMETHEUS 


Hear but the rest and thou shalt wonder the 


5 odyacly: Pauw, 6 yévwv6’: Dawes. 

7 faraccérdakra M, GadacodrdayKra m. 
8 eipe M. ® yauriAdxwv M, vavridwy rece. 
10 godicpdrwy M (érw superscribed m!). ™ dexés: Porson. 
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more’ at the arts and resources I devised. This first 
and foremost: if ever man fell ill, there was no 
Hefence—no healing food, no ointment, nor any 
draught—but for lack of medicine they wasted 
way, until I showed them how to mix «soothing 
emedies wherewith they now ward off all their 
lisorders. And I marked out many ways whereby 
hey might read the future, and among dreams I 
irst discerned which are destined to come true ; and 
oices baffling interpretation I explained) to theme 
nd signs from meetings by the way.“ The flight 
of crook-taloned birds I distinguished clearly—which 
by nature are auspicious, which sinister—their 
various modes of life, their mutual feuds and) loves, 
and their consortings ; and the smoothness Of their 
entrails, and what colour the: gall must ‘have to 
please the gods, and the speckled symmetry of the 
liver-lobe ; and the thigh-bones, enwrapped in fat, 
and the long chine I burned and initiated {mankind 
into an occult art. Also I cleared their vision. to 
discern signs from flames, erstwhile obscure. / So 
much then touching these arts. Now) as to the 
benefits to men that lay concealed beneath the 
earth—bronze, iron, silver, and gold—who would 
claim to have discovered them beforé) me? No 
one, I know full well, unless he were fain| to babble 
idly. Hear the sum of the whole matter in the 
compass of one brief word—every art possessed by 
man comes from Prometheus. 


5 gidapov M, otdnpov rece. § tara M, rdvra rece. 
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CHorus 


Do not then benefit mortals beyond due measure 
nd yet be heedless of thine own distress ; forasmuch 
s I am of good hope that thou shalt yet be loosed 
rom these bonds and have power no wise inferior 
o Zeus. 

PROMETHEUS 

Not thus, nor yet, is fulfilling Fate destined to bring 
his end to pass. When I have been bent by pangs 
nd tortures infinite, thus only am I to escape my 
ondage. Art is feebler far than Necessity. 


Cuorus 
Who then is the steersman of Necessity ? 


PROMETHEUS 
The triform Fates and mindful Furies. 


Cuorvus 
Can it be that Zeus hath lesser power than they ? 


PROMETHEUS 


Aye, in that at least he cannot escape what is 
foredoomed. 
Corus 
Why, what is foredoomed for Zeus save to hold 
ternal sway ? 
PRoMETHEUS 
This thou must not learn as yet; be not impor- 
unate. 
Crorus 
Tis some solemn secret, surely, that thou dost 
nshroud in mystery. 
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> / 4Q> 9 4 | td > > , 
aAAd por Tod” Eupevor Kat pjmor exraKeln: 


adv Tt Bapaadéas 


[avr. a. 


TOV pLakpov Telvew Biov eAriot, davats 


Oupov aAdaivovoay év Ne a ppia- 
ow Sé ce Sepxomeva 
uplos udxOous Svaxvaidpevov — —v—. 


fva yap od tpowéewy 


idia yroua o€8n Ovatods dyav, Ipownbed. 


pep omws dxapis xdpis,? & didos: 


cie mov Tis* aAKd; 


[ozp. B. 


tis epapeptoy apntis; ovd’ edépxOns 


ddvyoSpaviav a dicukv, 
todverpor,. & To dwtav 


dAadv yevos EpureTroStopL€ vor ; ovmoTe — — 
tav Avos dppoviay Ovardv mapekiacr BovaAat. 


ewadov Tdd€ ods Tpoatdova * 
as tUxas, Ilpounbed. 


oAo- 


[avr. B. 


PROMETHEUS BOUND 


: 


| PROMETHEUS 


: 


Bethink ye of some other theme, for ‘tis in no 
wise meet time to discourse of this. At every 
hazard this must be kept concealed ; for tis by safe- 
guarding it that I am to escape my ignominious 
onds and outrage. 


Cyorus 


Never may Zeus, the dispenser of all things, set 
is power in conflict with my will, nor may I be slow 
jo approach the gods, with holy sacrifices of oxen 
slain, by the side of the ceaseless stream of Oceanus, 
ay sire ; and may I not offend in speech; but may 
his rule abide in my heart and never fade away. 


Sweet it is to pass all the length of life amid 
confident hopes, feeding fat the heart in glad 
festivities. But I shudder as I look on thee, racked 
y tortures infinite. For thou hast no fear of Zeus, 
Prometheus, but in self-will dost reverence mortals 
pvermuch. 


See now, my friend, how bootless was thy boon. 
ell me, what succour for thee is there, and where, 
in creatures of a day? What aid? Didst thou not 
behold the helpless infirmity, no better than a dream, 
vherein the purblind generation of men is shackled ? 
ever shall the counsels of mortal men transgress 
he ordering of Zeus. 


This is the lesson I have learned from beholding 
the fate, Prometheus, that has wrought thy ruin. 


1 #d0: Hermann. 
2 ydpis dxapis Mss. except N (dxapis xdpts). 
3 ms M, rls rece. 4 apotdot0’ M, rpoordoda’ rece. 
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eA > / A > / 
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on-Nvoy Grow 


Yijs 7 woyepa memAdvnjar. 
a, é é, 
Xpler Tis ad pe rav® rdAawav olorpos,° | 
eldwrov “Apyouv ynyevots, ddev & Sae 
poBodwat® 


TOV pupiwTdv eicopHca Bovrav. ; 
c A 4 / ” ae A 

6 6€ mopeverar SdAvov dup’ exer, 

ov obd€ KatOavdvra yata Kevber. 

> te) A A / 

GAN’ eué trav rdAawav 

e€ &vépwv mepdv Kvvayere?,® mrAavg 
Te vioTW ava tay TapaAlay ysdppav. 5 
mo S€ Knpdmaxtos” groBet Sdvak [orp. a. 
axéras drvoddrav vdpov: 

Ce hae ya t be ae 3 

ww Ww moro," Tot uw dyovor TH- 


1 exeiv’ bre ror’ M, éxetvd re br’ or éxevs 8 br’ rece.: Vict. 


2 relOwy M, mOev m). 5 xakwotew M, xaduwols rece, 
4G@G@ééM, GG éa &a most rece. 
5 ue M, me ray rece. 8 olerpots M, olorpos mi, 


7 ddev or ddev’ &@ 64 M (blurred), d\evdda schol, M rece, 
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And the difference in the strain stole into my 
thought—this strain and that, which, about thy 
bridal bed and bath, I raised to grace thy marriage, 
hat time thou didst woo with gifts and win my 
ister Hesione to be thy wedded wife. 


age? a> 


[Enter Io* 


To 


What land is this? What people? By what 
hame am I to call him I behold exposed to the 
empest in bonds of rock? What offence hast 
thou committed that for penalty thou art doomed 
o destruction? Tell me to what region of the 
arth I have wandered in my wretchedness? Oh, 
h! Again a gad-fly, phantom of earth-born Argus, 
tings me to my misery. Keep him aloof, O Earth! 
am fearful when I behold that myriad-eyed herds- 
an. He travels onward with his crafty gaze upon 
e; nor even in death doth the earth conceal 
im, but passing from the shades he hounds me, 
he forlorn one, and drives me famished along the 
ands of the sea-shore. 


ee T... 


————— a ae 


And the clear-sounding wax-compacted pipe 
rones forth in accompaniment a slumberous strain. 
las, alas! Whither am I borne in my far-roaming 


1 In vase-paintings after the time of Aeschylus, and 
ossibly due to his influence, Io was often represented as 
earing horns to symbolize her transformation into a heifer, 
‘he pure beast-type was the rule in earlier vases. 


8 doBoduat almost all ass. ® xuynyeret: Brunck. 
0 xnpdrdacros: Meineke. 
Ni got rot 7’ ol r’ dx’ ol M: Seidler, ™ wg M, wot rece. 
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ork 
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7&s 8 od Kdw THs oiarpoSwirov Képns, 
A > / “a ‘ £ , 
Ths “Ivaxeias; 1) Atos OdAmev xéap i 
cpwrt, Kal viv tods trepurcers Spduovs 
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10 hs 
/ et aie We 2 OM ane > 5 
m00cv €uod od matpos dvom” andes; [dvTi-a. 
= a Uy ” 
el7é por TA poyepa tis dv; ao 
ne sy - # 4) \ ay 7 ANG 
Tis dpa fw, @ TddAas, Trav tdAawar’? & 
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/ 
edauTov® Te vocov dvduacas, & a 
: > 
Hapaiver je xpiovoa Kévtpois, <ich>,® 


owradrdorow,” é Et 


1 wdvor M, wXdvat m), 2 2 # rece, 
3 <ue> Elmsley. 4 rovrloue M, rovrlos rece. 
5 brn: Schiitz, 
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andering course? Wherein, O son of Cronus, 
wherein hast thou found offence in me that thou 
i bound me to this yoke of misery—ah me! 
xd dost thus harass a wretched maiden to frenzy 
by the terror of the pursuing gad-fly? Consume me 
ith fire, or hide me in the earth, or give me to 
ye monsters of the deep to devour ; and grudge me 
t, O Lord, the boon that I implore. Enough of 
iscipline have my far-roaming wanderings taught 
ie, and I cannot discern how to escape my suffer- 


gs. Dost thou hear the voice of the horned virgin ? 


PROMETHEUS 


How can I fail to hear the maiden frenzied by the 
ad-fly, the daughter of Inachus? She it is who fires 
he heart of Zeus with passion, and now, through 
era’s hate, is disciplined perforce by wandering 
nterminable. 

To 


How comes it that thou voicest my father’s name ? 
ei, me, the hapless maid, who art thou, unhappy 
». ‘ch, that thou thus rightly dost address the 
siserable maiden, and hast named the heaven-sent 
lague that wastes and stings me with its maddening 
gad. Ah me ! 

fn: ee SS ee 
6 ], 588 given to Io by Elmsley, to Chorus by ss. 


radalrwpov : Wilam. 8 Bedccurdv most ss., Jedcurév N. 
9 cévrpoioes Kévrpas, ld Reisig. 
W doradoow most MSs., Porrad€ors N. ieéM. 
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1a 
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TAR}Lov Lpounbed, rod Stenv mdoxels TAdE; 
TIPOMH@ETS 
appot mémavpar tods enods Opnvdv révous. 
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1 alxtacs: Elmsley. 
® NaBpécouros most uss., AaBpbouros N. 


* <"Hpas> Herm, 
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_ In frenzied bounds I come, driven by torturing 

hunger, victim of Hera’s vengeful purpose. Who 

of the company of the unfortunate endure—ah me ! 
sufferings such as mine? Oh make plain to me 
hat misery it is my fate yet to suffer, what remedy 
here is, or what cure, of my affliction. Reveal it, 
thou hast the knowledge. Oh speak, declare it to 
he hapless, wandering virgin. 


PROMETHEUS 

I will tell thee plainly all that thou art fain to know, 
ot weaving riddles, but in simple language, even as 
s right to open the lips to friends. Behold, I whom 
hou seest am Prometheus, that gave fire unto 
nankind. 

lo 

O thou who hast shown thyself a common bene- 
actor of mankind, wretched Prometheus, for what 
eason dost thou suffer thus ? 


PRoMETHEUS 
I have but just now done with lamenting my 


wn calamities. 
To 


Thou wilt not then vouchsafe this boon to me ? 


PRroMETHEUS 
Say what boon is it that thou dost crave ; for thou ~ 


: anst learn all from me. 


To 
Tell me who hath bound thee fast in this ravine. 


4 rt ph xpn M: ri Maxap, rh Elmsley, 4 7! I. Fr. Martin. 
5 dodfvere M, ppdgte ra rece. 
§ 87: drep Porson from Ht. Mag. 762. 30. 
7 alret M, alrg m. 8 yap otv M, yap av Pyp. 
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10 
625 ujtou pe Kpviins T0080” Smep pwddAw mabeiy. 


MIPOMH@ETS 
GW’ od peyaipw rob8é cou? Swpyparos. 


10 
Tl dijra pwéAAes pur) 08° yeywricKew 7d may; 
TIPOMH@ETS 
Pdvos pev ob8eis, ods 8 dxvB Opata dpevas. 
10 
, , a e > ‘ t 4 
i) fov mpoxydov pdooor cs euol yAuKv. 
? capnvijica changed to cagnvicac M: Linwood, 


2 rodde rod: Turn, 3 uh M, wh od m. 
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PROMETHEUS 
| Zeus by his will, Hephaestus by his hand. 


Io 


And of what manner of offence dost thou pay the 

penalty ? 
PROMETHEUS 
It sufficeth that I have made clear to thee thus 
uch and no more. 
To 

| Nay, reveal besides the goal of my wandering— 
chat time is set for wretched me. 


PROMETHEUS 


Ignorance of this were better for thee than to 


now thereof. 
To 


Do not, I pray thee, hide from me what I am 
oomed to suffer. 
PROMETHEUS 


Nay, ’tis not that I am loath to grant this boon to 


hee. 
To 


Why then this thy reluctance to tell me all ? 


PROMETHEUS 
I am nothing loath; but I shrink to crush thy 
eart. 


To g 


Be not more kind to me than I myself desire. _ 
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| PROMETHEUS 
Since thou art bent to have it so, speak I must. 
Hear me then. 


| 


| Nay, not yet. Grant us too a portion of the 
— Let us first inquire the story of her 
affliction and let her with her own lips relate the 
eyents that brought upon her sore calamity. Then 
let her be instructed by thee as to the toils still to 
come. 


CHorvus 


PRoMETHEUS 


‘Tis for thee, Io, to grant this favour unto them— 
d for this cause above all, that they are the sisters 
thy sire. For ’tis worth the while to indulge in 
eeping and in wailing over evil fortunes when one 
ig like to win the tribute of a tear from the listener. 


To 


I know not how I may refuse you. Ye shall learn 
it truthful speech all that ye would further know. 
et I am ashamed even in telling of the storm of 


For visions of the night, ever haunting my virgin 
wer, sought to beguile me with seductive words, 
ying: “O damsel greatly blest of fortune, why 
rry in thy maidenhood so long when it is within 
y power to win a union of the highest? Zeus is 
amed by thee with passion’s dart and is eager 
unite in love with thee. Do thou, my child, 
not spurn the bed of Zeus, but go thou forth to 
rna’s meadow land of pastures deep and to thy 
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> 5 ‘ ie cae abt / US oe ee 
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1 vuxripavr’ M, vuxrigorr’ rece. 2 giro M, didra m. 
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father’s flocks and where his cattle browse, that so 
the eye of Zeus may find respite from its longing.” 

_ By such dreams was I, to my distress, beset night 
after night, until at last I gained courage to tell 
my father of the dreams that haunted me. And he 
sent many a messenger to Pytho and Dodona-ward 
that he might discover what deed or word of his 
would find favour with the gods. But they returned 
with report of oracles, riddling, obscure, and darkly 

rded. But at the last there came an unmistakable 
utterance unto Inachus, charging and commanding 
him clearly that he must thrust me forth from home 
d native land to roam at large to the remotest 
nfines of the earth; and, if he would not, a fiery 
hunderbolt should come from Zeus that would 
terly bring to naught his whole race. 
\ Yielding obedience to such prophetic utterances of 
xias, he drove me forth and barred me from his 
puse, against his will and mine; but the curb 
¥ Zeus constrained him so to act perforce. Forth- 
ith my form and mind were distorted, and with 
ms, as ye see, upon my front, stung by a sharp- 
nged gad-fly I rushed with frantic bounds to 
rchnea’s sweet stream and Lerna’s spring. But 
e earth-born herdsman, untempered in his rage, 
ren Argus, followed ever close upon me, peering 
ith his many eyes upon my steps. But a sudden 
death reft him of life at unawares; while I, still 
rmented by the gad-fly, am driven on from land 
land before the heaven-sent scourge. 
Such is the tale of what befel; and if thou canst 
3 rupwrdy M, rupwrév rece, 4 é£aicrdéoce: Blomfield. 
5 dxpny re: Canter. 5 aipvidios: Elmsley, 


7 apd most mss., mpds m LN. 
8 ér, most mss., dv. V! Aldina. 
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1 nixduny M, ndxouv schol. M rece. 
2 <5 Wilam. - second word, Weckl.). 
3 SucGéara M, duc0éara Kal rece. 
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declare what toils still remain, oh reveal them. Do 
not, of thy pity, seek to cozen me by words untrue 3 
for foulest of plagues do I account dissembling 
words. 


Cuorus 

Ah, ah, avaunt, alas! Never, oh never, did I 
dream that words so strange would greet mine 
ears; nor yet that sufferings so grievous to look 
upon, aye and so grievous to endure, a tale of out- 
rage, would smite my soul as with double-pronged 
goad. Alas, O Fate, O Fate, I shudder at beholding 
the plight that hath befallen Io. 


PROMETHEUS 


Too soon thou makest lament and art full of fear, 
Forbear until thou hast learned the rest 1s well. 


Corus 
Proceed, tell all. To the sick ’tis solace clearly to 


_ know beforehand what pain still awaiteth them. 


a) 


; PROMETHEUS 


Your former request ye lightly gained from me ; 
r ye desired first of all to learn from her own lips 
e story of her ordeal. Hear now the sequel, the 
fferings this maid is fated to endure at Hera’s 
and. And do thou, offspring of Inachus, ‘jay to 
eart my words that thou mayest learn the goal 
: thy wanderings. 


[del(uara] Herm. ° dugrjxec: Weil. ° wixew: Wilam, 
7 [ia] Weil. 8 éovdodca M, elovdoica rece. 
9 ypetay r’ M, xpelay rece. 10 40’ M, Bad’ rece. 
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mp@rov pev évOevd’ HAlov mpos dvrodas 

otpépaca cavtiv orety’ avnpdrous yeas: 
Lkvbas 8 adién vouddas, of mrAeKTas oréyas 
meddpatot valova”! én’ etxdKAous byxous, 

. eknBdoros ro€ovow e&nptupévor® 

1 ofs py meAdlew, GAN’ ddordvois 7d5as* 
XPiiimrovea paxiaow exmepav yOdva. 
Aawas S€ xerpds of ovSyporéKroves 
oikodo. XdduBes, ods Purdéacbal ce xpy. 
avnepor yap ode mpdomAarou! E€vars. 
n&es 8 “YBpuoriv orapsv ob pevdavupov, 
év pu) Tepaons, ob yap <bBaros mepav, \ 
mpw av mpos adrov Kavcacov MOAns, op@v 
tyuorov, vba morapds exdvod pevos 
Kpordpwy am abtav. dotpoyetrovas dé xp?) 
kopudas brepBadAoveay és HeonuBpwiy 
Bivar Kédevdov, &v0’ ’Aualdvev oTparov 
gets otvydvop’, at Oeuloxupdy more 
Katouxvodow® audt Ocpucddov’, tva, a 
Tpaxeta movrov Laduvdynooia yvdbos 


> , , \6 an 
exOpd€evos vavraror, beynTpura” ve@y: | 


a Fes) fe , \ 4\? 9 Z 

atrat o odnyncovat Kal dr aopevws. 

> ‘ 7 2.3 > cal / / (4 
toBpov 8° én’ abrais orevordpois Aiprns wraus 

Kiupepixov a€eus, dv OpacvorrAdyyvws o€ xpi) 
umodoay avidv” exmepav Mawruxdv- 

€arat d€ Ovntois cicael Adyos peyas 

THs ofs mopcias, Béoropos 8° émebvupos 


1 yéovc’ M, vatovo’ rece. 


2 é&mprnuévor most mss., eEnprunévar QU 
8 yérodas M, wy over as m!: Turn, 
5 KaroKotow M, karocxvodoiv m), 


4 mpbomdacror : Elmsley. 
® parpud M, wnrpud m}, 
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PROMETHEUS BOUND 


First, from this spot, turn thyself toward the rising 
sun and wend thy steps over untilled plains; and 
- thou shalt reach the Scythian nomads, who dwell, 
perched aloft, in wattled houses on strong-wheeled 
wains, and are accoutred with far - darting bows. 
Approach them not, but keeping thy feet nigh the 
rugged strand, whereon the sea breaks with a roar, 
pass on beyond their land. On the left hand dwell 
the workers in iron, the Chalybes, and of them thou 
must beware, since they are savage and not to be 
approached by strangers. Then thou shalt reach 
the river Hybristes,! which does not belie its 
name. Do not cross this—for it is hard to cross— 
until thou comest to Caucasus itself, loftiest of 
mountains, where from its very brows the river 
pours out its might in fury. Over its crests, which 
neighbour the stars, thou must pass and enter upon a 
southward course, wherein thou shalt reach the host 
of the Amazons, who loathe all men. They shall 
in time to come inhabit Themiscyra on the Ther- 
modonm, where, fronting the sea, is Salmydessus’ 

ugged jaw, evil host of mariners, step-dame of 
hips. The Amazons will guide thee on thy way 
right gladly. Next, just at the narrow portals of the 
“mere, thou shalt reach the Cimmerian isthmus. 
his thou must leave with stout heart and pass 
hrough the channel of Maeotis; and ever after 
mong mankind there shall be great mention of thy 
passing, and it shall be called after thee the 


1 'YBpucrijs, ‘* Violent,” from UBpis, ‘‘ violence.” 
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KekAjoerat. Aurodca 8’ Edpamns méSov 
qretpov n&eus "Aoidd’. dp’ tpyiv Soxet 
~ ~ © a 
0 Tov Oedv TUpavvos és Ta TavO” Suds 
~ a A 
Biawos etvar; rHdSe yap OvnrH Beds 
~ is 
Xpncwv puyfvar taod’ éméppubev mAdvas. 
Een a a zs 
muKpod 5° exupoas, & Képn, TOV dv yduwv 
inl ~ 4 
Lvnoripos. ods yap viv axiKoas Adyous, 
f 
elvar SdKer cou undémw *v' pooysiors. 
10 
we, / an ae 
ia pot pou, é é. 
TIPOMH@EYS 
od 8 ad Kéxpayas Kavapvyitn; ri mov 
Spaces, Grav Ta Aouad muvOdvyn Kakd; 
XOPOS 
H yap tt Aoumdv rHSE mHudrww epeis; 
TIPOMH@EYTS 
Svoxeipepdv ye médayos drnpas Svys. 
10 
tt Sir’ euol Civ KépSos, GAN odk ev rdyet 
” > > A ~ > > ‘ 4 r 
eppup’ euavriy Thad’ do ordddov mérpas, 
orws médov oxnpaca Tov mdvrwv mévwv 
amnAAdynv; Kpetcoov yap eiodmaké Bavety 
7) Tas amdoas yudpas mdoxew Kakds. 
1 und éxov : Turn. 2 wédw: Dindorf, : 


* Béoropos, by popular etymology derived from fods and — 


mépos, ‘passing of the cow” (cp. Ox-ford), is, according to 
Wecklein, a Thracian form of bwogédpos, * light-bearing,” an 
epithet of the goddess Hecate, The dialectal form, once 
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; PROMETHEUS BOUND 


_ Bosporus. Then, leaving the soil of Europe, thou 
shalt come to the Asian continent. 
_ Doth it not seem to you that the tyrant of the 
gods is violent in all his ways alike? For this god, 
desirous of union with this mortal maid, has imposed 
upon her these wanderings. Maiden, thou hast 
_ gained a suitor for thy hand whom thou hast cause 
» to rue. As to the tale thou now hast heard— 
believe that it has not even reached the prelude. 


j To 
. Ah me, ah me, alas ! 


PROMETHEUS 
What! Dost again cry out and groan? What 


wilt thou do, I wonder, when thou hast learned the 
sufferings still in store for thee ? 


Cuorvus 


What! Can it be that thou hast sufferings still 
ft to recount to her ? 


PRoMETHEUS 
Aye, a tempestuous'sea of calamitous distress. 


1S Creat = 


What gain have I then in life? Why did I not 
hurl myself amain from this rugged rock, that so I 
ad been dashed to earth and freed from all my 
fferings? Better it were to die once for all than 
linger out all my days in misery. 
isunderstood, was then, it is conjectured, transferred from 
the Thracian (cp. Pers. 746) to the Crimean strait. In 
the Swppliants Aeschylus makes Io cross the Thracian 
osporus. ; 
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TIPOMHO@ETS 


} Svoret@s' av tods éuods dOdAovs épots, 
y 


orp Davey wév eotw od mempupevov: 
arn yap Hv av andre amradAayy: 

viv 0° oddév éore Tépua por mpoKetpevov 
poxIwv, mplv dv Leds exméon tvpavvidos. 
5 Ko) 

s 4, > > a“ > ond , 
7 yap mor coTw éexreceiv apyfqs Ala; 
TIPOMH@ETS 
nd0ou av,® ofua, rHvS’ Sodca ovpdopar. 
1a 
~ > > ” i > A / ~ 
TGs 8 od« dv, ris ek Aids mdoxyw Kaxds; 


TIPOMH@ETS 


€ , ” A Os a3 4 
ws Towuv ovTwy TaVvdE cor pabeiv® mdpa. 
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10 
A ~ , a / 
Mpos TOU TUpavva oKhmTpa svdAnOjoeTaL; 
TIPOMH@ETS 
A cy ahs. | ¢ ~ id / 
Mpos avtos avTod Kevodpdvev Bovrevpdrwv. 
1a 
molw Tpdmw; orpnvor, ef Hy tts BAdBy. 
TIPOMH@ETS 


a , a * 353 > 
Yaplet YajLOv TOLOUTOY W TOT aoxard. 


} qdureras changed to jdumerés M, 4 dvomerds rece. 
2 q5ouu’ dy most Mss., Hoo’ dv HN, 


PROMETHEUS BOUND 


PROMETHEUS 


Ah, hardly would’st thou bear my agonies to whom 
it is not foredoomed to die; for death had freed me 
from my sufferings. _But now no limit to my tribula- 
tions has been appointed till Zeus be hurled from 
his sovereignty. 

lo 
What! Shall Zeus one day be hurled from his 
/ dominion ? 
PROMETHEUS 


Thou wouldst rejoice, I trow, to see that happen. 


To 
~ How should I not, since ’tis at the hand of Zeus 
I suffer ill ? 
PRoMETHEUS ; 
Then thou mayest assure thyself that these things 
are So. 
To 
_ By whom shall he be despoiled of the sceptre of 
his sovereignty ? 
PROMETHEUS 
By himself and his own empty-headed purposes, 


To 
- 
In what wise? Oh tell me, if there be no harm 
in telling. 
PROMETHEUS 
He shall make a marriage that shall one day cause 
him ruth. 
3 abet co (v co in erasure M) most uss., cor waGelv N. 
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10 
O€oprov,  Bpdrevov; ed pyrév, dpdoov. 
IIPOMHOETS 
ti 8 Gvrw’; od yap pnrov abdacbar réSe. 
1a 
7 mpos Sduapros e€avicrarar Opdvw; 
TIPOMH@EYTS 
“a / , a / , 
7 TéeTal ye maida déprepov TATPOS, 
1a 
ov” €orw adbt@ rhoS’ drroatpogn) r8yns ; 
TIPOMH@EYTS 
od dira, mAnv éywy’ av éx Seopadv AvOeis, 
10 
, E 2 ¢ 4 > ‘ a” / 
Tis odv 6 AJowv early dKovTos Avs; 
TIPOMH@EYTS 
A A > ee es) s , 
THY aay TW’ adrov' éyydvew elvar xpedbv. 
1a 
ms elras; %uds mats o” amadrdée Kakdv; 
TMIPOMH@EYS 
- , / \ 9) “a 
TpiTos ye yevvav mpos déx’ ddAaow yovais. 
1a 
98° odbkér’ edfduBAnTos  xpnopwoia, 


1 adréy M, adrdy rece, 


} PROMETHEUS BOUND 
To 

With one divine of birth or with a mortal? If it 
may be told, speak out. 


PROMETHEUS 
I Why ask with whom? Of this I may not speak. 
To 
Is it by his consort that he shall be dethroned ? 
PROMETHEUS 
Aye, since she shall bear a son mightier than 
his sire. 
To 
And hath he no means to avert this doom ? 
PROMETHEUS 
No, none—except it were I, released from bondage. 
Io 
Who then is to loose thee against the will of Zeus ? 
PROMETHEUS 
It is to be one of thine own lineage. 
Io 


How sayest thou? <A child of mine release thee 
from thy misery ? 


PROMETHEUS 
Even so—the third in descent after ten generations. 
Io 
Here it is beyond my power easily to grasp the 


purport of thy prophecy. 
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TIPOMH@ETS 
‘ A cals Wee) a / , 
Kat pnd cavrijs’ exuabety frre mévovs. 


10 
LY pow mporetywv Képdos er’ dmoorépet. 


TIPOMHOEYS 
Svoiv Adyow ce Oarépw Swprjcopat. 


TQ 
> \ I 
Totow; mpddereov, aipeoiv 7” éuol SiSov. 


TIPOMH@EYS 
780 diSwp’ od ydp, 7) mévev 7a Aourd cor 
dpdow cadnvas, Tov exAdcovr? epé. 


XOPOS 
ToUTWY od Ti pep THOSE, THY 8° euol ydpw 
Oéc8a1 BéAnoov, pnd arysdons Adyov" 
Kal TAS pev yéywve THY Aoumiy addvny, 
785 euol dé tov Mcovra: Todro yap 7008. 
TIPOMH@EYTS 


eel mpobuetab?, odk evavTimboopat 
TO 41) od® yeywrety wav Scov mpooxprlere. 
Gol mpdrov, "loz, moAvSovov mAdvyv dpdow, 
Ww eyypddov od lwnpoow déArous dpevav, 
790 orav mepdons pei0pov ireipow* dpov, 
m™pos avrodds proydras 7AvoartBets® 
1 gauriis r’ M, cauris rece, * Adyous: Hlmsley, 
3 uh M, vy od m. 4 jrelpwv: Herwerden, 
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PROMETHEUS 


Aye, and so seek not to learn the full extent of 
_ thine own sufferings. 
To 


Do not proffer me a boon and then withdraw it. 


PROMETHEUS 
I will present thee with one or other of two tales. 


To 


What two? Set them forth and offer me the 
choice. 
PROMETHEUS 
I make the offer: so take thy choice whether I 
shall reveal the sufferings still in store for thee or 
who is to be my deliverer. 


Cuorvus 


Consent to bestow on her the one of these favours, 
and on me the other; and deny me not the tale. To 
her, tell of her further wanderings; to me, who 
is to deliver thee—for this I am fain to know. 


PROMETHEUS 


Well, since ye art bent thereon, I will not refuse to 
proclaim all ye still crave to know. First, to thee, Io, 
will I declare thy much-vexed wandering, and do 
thou engrave it on the recording tablets of thy 
mind. 

When thou hast crossed the stream that bounds 
the two continents, toward the flaming east, where 


® Lacuna of one or more lines (there is no main clause) : 
Brunck, Heath. 
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~ a , 
movrov' repdoa ddoicBov, éor’ dv e€ien 
A Ms / , a 
mpos Topydvera media KuoOyvns, va 
at Dopkides vatovor Syvaral Kdpar 
Tpeis KuKvomoppor, Kowdv Spm” exrnpevat, 
povddovtes,® &s o¥6 Atos mpoodépKerat 
axriow otf 4 vKrepos pnvn more. 
4 > > \ ~ cal 4 
méhas 8° adeAdal rav8e tpeis KaTamTEpot, 
Spaxovrdwadror Topydves Bporoorvyets, 
“a \ r) \ > A a , 
ds Ovnros oddels eioSav eeu mvods. 
Towbro pév cor TobTo dpovprov Aéyw 
mv > » ~ a 
adAnv 8° dkovaov dvoxeph Pewpiav- 
d€voropous® yap Znvos axpayets Kbvas 
~ ~ A 
ypimas pidaga, rév te powwdra* orpardv 
*Apysaondv tamoBduov’, of xXpvadppuTov 
oixodow dudl vapa THAodrwvos mépou*® 
Tovrois od pr) méAale. TnAovpov Sé yiv 
4 ‘ ~ a \ cys 
7€ets, Kehawvov fidov, of mpds qAtov 
/ a ” A yaa 
vatovat mnyais, €vOa morapos Aibioy. 
Tovrou map’ dxbas Epd’, Ews av e€ix 
p oxbas épd’, Ews a Kn 
t é ~ 
karaBaopudv, évfa BiBAivwv® dpév dro 
inow cenrov Net\os edrorov péos. 
odrds 0° ddcceu" ri zpiywvov és yOdra 
Newarw, od 37) TH fakpay dazrouxiav, 
‘lot, wémpwrat col re Kal réxvous erloa. 
Tav 8 ef ri cor Weddv re + ih dvcevperov, 
> / A a ¥ /, 
eravadimaale kal cadds expdvbave: 
8 An) de >| , n , , {e 
oX0An O€ TAciwy 7) OéAw mdpeori por. 


1 révrov M, révrov rece. 2 Hovddovres M, novddorres rece, 


d§vorduou with s superscr. M. 
* pwowdmra M, povvdray m!, 
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PROMETHEUS BOUND 


' walks the sun, . . . . . crossing the surging sea until 
thou reachest the Gorgonean plains of Cisthene, 


where dwell the daughters of Phorcys, ancient maids, 
in number three, of shape like swans, possessing 
one eye amongst them and a single tooth; upon 
them neither doth the sun with his beams look down, 
nor ever the nightly moon. And near them are 
their winged sisters three, the snake-haired-Gorgons, 
loathed of mankind, whom no one of mortal kind 
shall look upon and still draw breath. Such is the 
peril that I bid thee guard against. But now hearken 
to another and a fearsome spectacle. Beware the 
sharp-beaked hounds of Zeus that bark not, the 
gryphons, and the one-eyed Arimaspian folk, 
mounted on horses, who dwell about the flood of 
Pluto’s! stream that flows with gold. Approach 
them not. Then thou shalt come to a far-off country 
of a swart race that dwells by the waters of the sun, 
where is the river Aethiop. Follow up along its banks 
till thou reach the cataract, where, from the Bybline 
mountains, Nile sends forth his hallowed and sweet 
stream. He will conduct thee on thy way to the 
three-angled land of Nilotis, where, at last, it is 
ordained for thee, O Io, and for thy children to 
found thy far-off colony. 

If aught of this is indistinct to thee and hard to 
understand, do thou question me yet again, and gain 
a elear account ; for I have more leisure than I crave. 

1 T\otrwv is an abbreviation of IL\ourodérns or I\ovrodorip, 
‘giver of wealth”; hence the apparent confusion with 
IIXobros. 


° adépov M, zépov schol. M recc. 
5 B:Br\ywv M, BvB\wr rece. 
7 obrocce Swéce M rary to ofrws o” bdéce. 
- 5 |. 818, omitted in M, supplied by m. 
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XOPOS 
> / ~ ‘ n” 7 
€t wey TL THE Aowrov 7) 7apeyrevov 
a ~ 4 
Exes yeywvreiv THs tokvdOdpov mAavns, 
dey’: et b€ adv’ elpnKkas, Hiv ad xdpw 
Sos Hvrep* airovpecba, péuvnoar S€ mov. 


TIPOMH@EYS 

TO mav mopeias Se Tépy? akyKoev. 
omws 5° dv <idf jut) wdrnv KdMovod pov, ‘ 
& mp poreiv dedp’ expeudyOnxev d¢paow, 
Texunpiov tobr’ adts dods ptbew euav. 

oxAov prev odv Tov TAEtoTOV exrcibo Adyar, 
mpos abro 8 clu répua ov TrAavnudrwv. 

eel yap 7pABes mpds ModAoaod yarreda," 
THY aintvwrov 7° dudt Awsdrnv, va 
pavreia Oaxds® 74 earl Oconpwrod Adds, 
Tépas Tt dmorov, af Tpoonyopot dpves, 
bp’ dv od Aapmpds Kovdev aivuxTnpiws 
mpoonyopevOns 7) Ads KAewr) ddpap 
pEé\ova’ Ececbar: rOv8e mpoccatyer o€ rs 
evred0ev olorpijcaca rip Tmapakriay 
kéAevOov Héas mpds Léyav KdéAmov ‘Péas, 
ag’ 08 madyumAdyxrowwn xeyudly Spopors: 
xpovov 8€ rov péMovra mévri0s evxos, 
capds éerictac’, Idvi0s KexAjoerat,® 
Ths offs mopelas pvfa tots maow Bporois. 

onuetd cor rd? earl ris euas fpevos, 
ws dépxerat méov Te Tod Trepaopevov. 
Ta Nowra & dpiv rHSE 7° es Kowey fppdow, 
és tabrov eMOdy trav adda Adywv iyvos. 

1 fyrw’: Herm. 2 Sdreda: Porson. 

® @dxos: Brunck, * 7’ added by m. 


PROMETHEUS BOUND 


Corus 


If there be aught still remaining or passed over 
of her direful wandering that thou hast to tell, oh 
speak. But if thou hast told all, grant us in turn 

_ the favour we request—and belike thou hast it still 
in memory. 


PRoMETHEUS ; 

She hath now heard the full end of her journey- 
ings; yet that she may know that what she hath 
heard from me was no vain tale, I will describe the 
toils she has endured ere she came hither, giving this 
as a sure proof of my account. 

Yet most of the weary tale I shall leave out and 
come to the very close of thy wanderings. 

For when thou didst reach the Molossian plains 
and the sheer ridge that encircles Dodona, where is 

e prophetic seat of Thesprotian Zeus and that 
arvel, passing all belief, the talking oaks, by 
hich thou clearly, and in no riddling terms, wast 
saluted as the renowned spouse of Zeus that was 
to be (does aught of this make appeal to thee ?), 
thence, stung by the gad-fly, thou didst rush along 
the pathway by the shore to the great gulf of Rhea, 
wherefrom thou art tossed in backward-wandering 
course ; and for all time to come a recess of the 
sea, be well assured, shall bear the name Ionian, as 

emorial of thy crossing unto all mankind. 

These, then, are the tokens to thee of my under- 
nding, to show that it discerneth more than has 
en made manifest. The rest I shall declare to 
you and her in common, returning to the track of 
my former tale. 


_  * xpocalv, ag. ri M, mpocaliver ole and (marg.) o’ ér mi, 
mpoooaiver oé Te rece. 8 K\nOjoerac M, xexNijoera rece. 
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eoTrw odie KdywBos eoxydrn xOoves, 
NeiAov zpos adt@ ordpuatt Kat mpooywpare 
> a , ‘ / 1» 
evtad0a 5x ce Leds riOnow* eudpova 
erap@v arapPet yerpt Kat Orya@v pdovov. 
eravupov de tav Atos yevynpatwv 

/ ‘ wy a A 
téEas KeAawov "Enadov, 6s kapmwcerat 
a ¢ a > “A / 
Ganv mAatdppouvs NetAos apdever yPova: 
nméunTn 8 am abrod yévva mevrnKkovtdmats® 
mddw mpos “Apyos od» éxodo’ éedoerar 
OnAvaropos,® Pevyovoa cvyyevh yajov 

~ > 
aveyav' ot & emtonpévor dpévas, 
kipko. TeAcwdv od paxpav AeAcyppevor, 
y€over Onpevovres* od Onpacipous 
yapous, POdvov S€ cwpudarwr eer Oeds* 
ITeAacyia dé d€€erar OnAverovw 
"Apet, Sapevtwy vuxtippoupytw Opdaer: 
yvvl) yap avdp’ exacrov aidvos otepet, 
diOnkrov ev adayaicr Baraca Eidos: 
4Q> 9 95 9? \ \ 2 \ ” , 

toad’ éem’® éxbpods tods euods €AOou Kdmpis. 

, A / ” / \ \ 
piav d€ maidwy iwepos OédEer TO pur) 

~ 4 > > > ? 6 

KTetvat avevvov, add’ azrauBAvvOnoerat 
yrapnv: Svoiv dé Oarepov BovdAjaerat, 
KAvew dvadkis paddAov 7 prarddvos* 
avrn Kat’ “Apyos BaowWuKov réer yévos. 
paxpod Adyou det tatr” émeécdOciv Topas. 
omopas ye nv ex thade dicera Apacs 
toforor KAewos,” ds mévwv ex TOVS’ eye 


1 rideow M, rlOynow m. 
2 revrnxovroras M, revrnxovrdmats rece. 
5 @ndvomrdpos M, Onvaropos rece. 
4 Onpedcovres most Mss., Onpetiovres HEY, 
5 és most mss,, ér’ PV. 
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There is a city, Canobus, on the utmost verge of 
the land at the very mouth and silt-bar of the 
Nile. There at last Zeus restores thee to thy 
senses by the mere stroke and touch of his unterri- 
fying hand. And thou shalt bring forth swart 
| Epaphus,! thus named from the manner of Zeus’ 
| engendering ; and he shall gather the fruit of all 
the land watered by the broad-flowing Nile. Fifth 
in descent from him, fifty maidens shall return 
to Argos, not of their own free choice, but fleeing 
marriage with their cousin kin; while these, their 
hearts ablaze with passion, like falcons following 
hard on doves, shall come in pursuit of wedlock 
unlawful to pursue; but God shall grudge them 
enjoyment of their brides. Pelasgian soil shall offer 
the maids a home, when, in the watches of the night, 
their husbands have been slain by a deed of daring 
wrought by women’s murderous blows. For each 
bride shall reave her lord of life, dyeing a two-edged 
sword in his blood—in such wise may Love come 
upon mine enemies! But one among the maidens 
shall loye’s desire so charm as not to slay her mate ; 
rather the edge of her resolve shall be blunted ; 
for of two evil names she will make her choice to 
be called coward rather than murderess. She it is 
that shall give birth in Argos to a royal line—to set 
this forth at large hath need of long discourse ; of 
her seed, however, shall be born a man of daring, 
renowned with the bow, who shall deliver me from 


1 Epaphus, ‘* Touch-born,” named from the touch (@payis) 
of the hand of Zeus. Cp. Suppl. 45, 48, 


} 6 drapBrvOnoerar M, drauPruvvAjoera rece. 
7 «rewots M, xrervds rece. 
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Avoew. Tove Xpnonov 7 maAavyerns 
parnp ejot Su Abe Teravis Ocuis 

Ors dé xOmn, tadra Se? paxpod Adyou 
eiret, od 7 ovdev exuabotoa Kepdavets. 


10 

eAcred, ededeb,* 
b76 Be ab ofdxeRos kat dpevorrAnyets 
paviaw BaArove", ototpou 0° dpdus . 
Xpte pw” dmupos* ' 
Kpadia® d¢ déBw dpéva rAaxriler. 
Tpoxodwetrar 8” dupad’ éAlySyv, 

eo de Spdjiov dépopat Avoons 
TVEVPATL Udpyw, yAdoons a ducparis* 
Borepot de Adyou matova”® ci} 

oTuyviis mpos Kipaow arns. 


XOPOS as ot 
q copes 7 i) copes [jv ]* os [orp. a. 
Tp@tos ev yuwua 768’ eBdorace Kat ey 
o4 SiepvPoddynoev, 

as TO kndedoar Kal? éavrov dproreder pape, 
Kat Lire Trav Todt SiabpuTTouevwv 

pare Tay yerve. peyaduvopieveoy 

ovTa xepyiray < pnianeEDres yaeov. 


pajmore punmore re, @ [avr. 


<morvia >° Motpa, Aexéwv Aids edbvd- 
Tetpav ldorobe méNovcav: 
pnde mhaBetnv yapera® twt r&v e& obpavod. 
tapB& yap dorepydvopa nop 

1 eNeNeNeAeAeD M: Pauw. 2 xapola M, x, i KN. 


8 rralovo’ M, ratove’ rece. 4 la] Ni riclinius), 
® <rérviat> Winckelmann, 
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these toils1 Such is the oracle recounted to me 
by my mother, Titan Themis, born of eld. The 
manner and the means—these need lengthy speech 
' to tell, and to learn them all would not advantage 
thee in aught. 
Jo 


'Eleleu, Eleleu! Once again convulsive pain and 
frenzy, smiting my brain, inflame me. I am stung 
by the gad-fly’s barb, unforged by fire. My heart 
in terror knocks at my ribs; my eyeballs roll wildly 
: round and round. I am carried out of my course 
by a fierce blast of madness ; over my tongue I’ve 
lost all mastery ; and a stream of turbid words beats 
recklessly against the billows of dark destruction. 
[Exit 

Crorus 

Ah, sage, sage in sooth, was he who first pondered 
this truth in his mind and with his tongue gave it 
utterance—that to marry in one’s own degree is 
far the best, and that neither among them that are 
puffed up by riches nor among them that are mighty 
in pride of birth should marriage be desired by him 
who toileth with his hands. 

Never, oh never, august Fates, may ye behold me 
the partner of the bed of Zeus, and may I be wedded 
to no bridegroom who descends to me from heaven. 
For I shudder when I behold the loveless maiden- 


1 Heracles. Accidentally wounded by the poisoned arrow 
f this descendant of Io, the centaur Chiron offered himself 
5 a substitute for Prometheus, thus fulfilling the prophecy 
ntained in ll. 1026 ff. In a fragment of the Prometheus 
nbound Heracles is represented as aiming his arrow against 
e eagle that feasted on the body of Prometheus (1. 1022). 


6 rhabeln év yamer@ M, mracbeiny vy yauerg m!?; Canter. 
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i éxmitvev hpato Snvadv® Opdver. 
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Bpovriis 8” direpBdddovra KapTepov KTUToV* 


ae 


| 
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Yduw Sarrouwévay M: dpararrouevay Dindorf, after y. 7 
dwar. Weil. ® dvomddyxvos M, dvomddvors rece, 


érc: Arnaldus, 
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hood of Io, thus cruelly crushed by her toilsome 
wanderings sent of Hera. 

But to me, when marriage is on equal terms, it 
is no cause of dread; and never may the love of 
the mightier gods cast on me its irresistible glance. 
That were indeed a war against which there is no 
warring, a source of resourceless misery; and I 
know not what would be my fate, for I do not see 
how I could escape the designs of Zeus. 


PrRoMETHEUS 


Yea, verily, the day will come when Zeus, howbeit 
stubborn of soul, shall be humbled, seeing that he 
purposeth a marriage that shall hurl him into 
oblivion from his sovereignty and throne ; and then 
shall straightway be fulfilled to the uttermost the 
malison his father Cronus imprecated as he fell from 
his ancient throne. Deliverance from such ruin can 
no one of the gods show him clearly save only 
myself, I know it and the means thereof. So let 
him sit there in his assurance, putting his trust in 
the crash reverberating on high and brandishing 
in his hands his fire-breathing bolt. For naught 
shall these avail him against falling in ignominious 
and unendurable ruin. Such an adversary is he 
how preparing in his own despite, a prodigy irre- 
sistible, even one that shall discover a flame mightier 
than the levin and a deafening crash to out-roar 


> mpocddpxo. M, mpocdépxo recc.: Salvinius. 
8 abdddns @pevGy M and many rece., a’éddn dpovar m1 


QKL. 7 Apévav M, @pédvwr 7’ rece. 
_ 8 rarpés 7 most Mss., rarpds 3 Q. 
: 9 765’ M, 767 m!. 10 Syvacdv M, dyvardy m). 
11 sordvde M, rordvde m'. 12 pov M. 
13 qigtas M, riords m. M4 ebpnoo M, evpyoe rece. 
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XOPOS 
ad Onv & xpriileis, tadr’ emvyAwood Ards. 
TIPOMH@EYS 
dzep tedetrar, mpos 8° & BovAopat Adyw. 
XOPOS : 
A ~ \ / , ’ 
930 kat mpoodoKav xp1) Seomdcew Znvos twa; 


TIPOMH@ETS 
Kal TOvOE y’ e£er Svadopwrépovs mévovs. 
XOPOX 
cal 3 5 Bee a 4Q9 9 , ” 
ms 8° odyi rapBets toudd’ expirrwy ern; 


TIPOMH@ETS 1 
ti 8 dv* doBoiuny & Oavety od pdpomov; 


XOPOX 
adn’ dOAov dv cou Todd" &r°® GAyiw mépor. 


MPOMH@EYS : 

c > Ss , , , 

935 6 8 ody movcitw: mavta mpoodoKnrd. ot. 

* viowv changed to vécov M. But the passage is not free — 

from corruption, . @ 

2 «axov M, xaxo m! rece, 3 Gs M, was & rece. 

4 dal M, 5’ a rece. > roddé y': Elmsley. 
1 The poet adopts the legend that Poseidon was a rival 
with Zeus for the hand of Thetis, of whose son it had been 
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the thunder ; a prodigy that shall shiver the trident, 
Poseidon’s spear, that scourge of the sea and shaker 
of the land. Then, wrecked upon this evil, Zeus 
shall learn how different it is to be a sovereign and 
a slave. 

Cuorus 


Sooth, ’tis only thine own desire that thou dost 
imprecate against Zeus. 
PRoMETHEUS 
I speak what shall be brought to pass and, more- 
over, mine own desire. 
Cuorus 
Must we really look for one to gain mastery over 
_ Zeus ? 
PRoMETHEUS 
Aye, and he shall bear upon his neck pangs more 
galling than these of mine. 


Crorus 


How is it that thou knowest no fear in uttering 
such taunts ? 
PROMETHEUS 


Why should I fear whose fate is not to die ? 


Cuorus 


But he might inflict on thee an ordeal more bitter 
still than this. 


{ 


PRoMETHEUS 
Let him, for aught I care! I am prepared for all. 


prophesied by Themis that he should be mightier than his 
sire. The prophecy was fulfilled in the person of Peleus’ 


son, Achilles. 
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A \ / \ ~ ¢ 4 
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avdav, mpos dv® exetvos éxminret Kpdtous* 
Kal TabTa jevrou undev aivixtnpiws, 

iAN’ 50? o / 4 é / 8 NG 
add avl exaora ppdle* wndé or SumAas 
e , lo 4 ogo 7 7 
odovs, Hpounbed, mpooBddAns: opas 5° ott 

eds Tots ToLovTous odxi padBaxilerar. 


MIPOMH®EYS 
, , \ , fs 
O€LVOOTOLOS YE Kal poviwaros TA€ws 


6 2006s €otw, ds bedv danpérov. 
véov véou Kpareire Kal Soxetre 57) 
vatew amevO wépyau’: obk ex Tavs? éyd) 
dicaods tupdvvous exmecdvras jolounp ; 
Tptrov 8€ Tov viv Kowpavodyr’ erroiomae 

1 @irre M, Odreve m. 


2 Tov tyuepos M, édnuepots or Tov edmuepors reCC. 
* gv 7’: Elmsley. 
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Crorus 
Wise are they who do homage to Necessity.1 


PROMETHEUS 
Worship, adore, and fawn upon whoever is thy 
lord. But for Zeus I care less than naught. Let him 
do his will, let him hold his power for his little day 
—-since not for long shall he bear sway over the gods. 
But stay, for yonder I behold his lackey, the servitor 
of our new lord and master. Assuredly he hath 
come to harbinger some news. 
[Enter Hermes 
Hermes 
To thee, the clever and crafty, bitter beyond all 
bitterness, who hast sinned against the gods in 
bestowing honours upon creatures of a day, and art 
the thief of fire—to thee I speak. The Father 
bids thee tell what marriage thou vauntest whereby 
he is to be hurled from power—and this, mark 
well, set forth in no riddling fashion, but point by 
point, as the case exactly stands ; and do not impose 
upon me a double journey, Prometheus—thou seest 
Zeus is not appeased by dealing such as thine. 


PROMETHEUS 
Brayely spoken, in truth, and swollen with pride 


' thy speech, as befits a minion of the gods. Young 


ye are, as young your power, and ye think forsooth 
‘that ye inhabit heights beyond the reach of grief, 
Have I not seen two sovereigns cast out from these 
heights? A third, the present lord, I shall live to see 


1 Adrasteia, ‘* the inescapable,” another name of Nemesis, 
punished presumptuous words and excessive happiness. 


4 xaora page M, éxaor’ Exgpage rece. 
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TIPOMH@ETS 
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EPMH 
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MPOMH@EYS 
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EPMHS 
> \ / a > ~ 
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1 6: M, ye rece, 
* Kadidpooas (o made from ¢ or #) M, xaddpucas rece, 
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east out in ruin most shameful and most swift. Dost 
_ think I quail, perchance, and cower before these 
| upstart gods? Var from it—nay, not at all. But 
_ scurry thee back the way thou camest; for thou 
shalt learn naught whereof thou questionest me. 


Hermes 


Yet it was by like proud wilfulness before, too, 
that thou didst bring thyself to this harbour of dis- 
tress. : 

PROMETHEUS 


_ For thy servitude, rest thee sure, I’d not barter 
my hard lot, not ie 
Hermes 


Better, no doubt, to serve this rock than be the 
trusted messenger of Father Zeus ! 
PROMETHEUS 


Such is the proper style for the insolent to offer 


insult. 
Hermes 


- Methinks thou revellest in thy present plight. 


PRoMETHEUS 
I revel? Oh, that I] might see mine enemies 
revelling thus! And thee, too, I count among them. 
Hermes 


What! Thou blamest me in some wise for thy 
calamities ? 


3 Ul, 968-969 given to Hermes by Tyrwhitt, Erfurdt, to 
Prometheus by M. 

4 pijvac uss, except Lips.? (pivac). 

5 miordy 5 (y’ m') M, mordv rece. 
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EPMHS 
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TIPOMH®@EYS 
GAN’ exdiSdoxer rdv0? 6 ynpdoxwr xpédvos. 
EPMHS 
‘ A 4, > ” cal pee 
Kal pv ov y ovmw owdpoveiv éemioraca.. 
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EPMH 
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MIPOMH@EYS 
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1 yuxpay: Brunck, 
2 TIP. dow. ‘EP. ré5e . » » €rigrarat: Lachmann, 
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PRoMETHEUS 


_ In one word, I hate all the gods that received good 
| at my hands and with ill requite me wrongfully. 


HeERMEs 


Thy words declare thee stricken with no slight 
- madness. ' 


PRoMETHEUS 


Mad I may be—if it is madness to loathe one’s 
enemies. 
Hermes 


Thou wouldst be unbearable wert thou prosperous. 


| PRoMETHEUS 
| Alas ! 


Hermes 
“ Alas”? That is a word unknown to Zeus. 


| PROMETHEUS 
But ever-ageing Time teaches all things. 


HERMES 


Aye, but thou at least hast not yet learned to 


keep a sober mind. 


| PrRoMETHEUS 


_ Else then I had not been addressing thee, an 
underling. 
Hermes 
| It seems thou wilt answer naught that the Father 
demands. 
PROMETHEUS 


. Aye, truly, I am his debtor that I should repay 


favour unto him. 
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Hermes 


Thou girdest at me as though, forsooth, I were 
a child. 
PRoMETHEUS 


And art thou not a child and even more witless 
than a child if thou expectest to learn aught from me ? 
There is no torment or device by which Zeus shall 
induce me to utter this until these injurious fetters 
be loosed. So then, let his blazing levin be hurled, 
and with the white wings of the snow and thunders 
of earthquake let him confound the reeling world. 
For naught of this shall bend my will even to tell 
at whose hands he is fated to be hurled from his 
sovereignty. 

Hermes 

Look thee now whether this course seems to 
profit thee. 

PRoMETHEUS 


Long ago hath this my course been foreseen and 
resolved. 
HeErMes 


Bend thy will, perverse fool, oh bend thy will at 
last to wisdom in face of thy present sufferings. 


PROMETHEUS 
_ In vain thou troublest me, as though it were a 


wave thou wouldst persuade. Never think that, 
through terror at the will of Zeus, I shall become 


as 
| 


4 aifdd\ovoa M, alfdddovea rece.: Canter. 
5 awdye M, yduyer m. 5 dpdcev M, ppdoa rece. 
7 yoy M. 8 & mat M, Sara schol. M and rece. 
8 unwad’ M, pwnd’ m! rece. ; 
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womanish and, with hands upturned, aping woman’s 
_ Ways, shall importune my greatly hated foe to release 
me from these bonds. [J am far, far from that. 


Hermes 


Methinks with my much speaking I but speak in 
vain ; for thou art not soothed nor art thou softened 
by my entreaties. Thou dost take the bit in thy 
teeth like a new-harnessed colt and art restive and 
strugglest against the reins. Yet ’tis a paltry device 
that prompts thy vehemence, for in the  foolish- 
minded mere self-will of itself availeth less than aught 
at all. But if thou wilt not be won to belief by 
my words, bethink thee what a tempest and a 
towering wave of woe shall break upon thee past 
escape. First, the Father will shatter this jagged cliff 
with thunder - nd lightning-flame, and will entomb 
thy frame, while the rock shall still hold thee clasped 
in its embrace. But when thou hast completed a 
_ long stretch of time, thou shalt come back again to 


; | the light. Then verily the winged hound of Zeus, 


the ravening eagle, coming an unbidden banqueter 
the whole day long, with savage appetite shall tear 
thy body piecemeal into great rents and feast his 
fill upon thy liver till it be black with gnawing. 

_ Look for no term of this thine agony until some 
god appear to take upon himself thy woes and of 
his own free will descend into the sunless realm of 
Death and the dark deeps of Tartarus. 

Therefore advise thee, since this is no counter- 
feited vaunting but utter sooth; for the mouth of 


3 adixrws M, dpuxros m! rece. 
rol M, ri rece. 
® Nelav elptmévos (?) changed to Alay elpnudcvos M. 
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PROMETHEUS BOUND 


Zeus knoweth not how to utter falsehood, but will 

bring to pass every word. Do thou consider warily 

and reflect, and never deem stubbornness better 

than wise counsel. 
Crorus 


To us, at least, Hermes seemeth not to speak un- 
timely ; for he bids thee lay aside thy stubbornness 
and seek the good counsel of wisdom. Be advised ! 
’Tis shameful for the wise to persist in error. 


PrRoMETHEUS 


No news to me, in truth, is the message this 
fellow hath proclaimed so noisily. Yet for foe to 
suffer ill from foe is no disgrace. Therefore let the 
lightning’s forked curl be cast upon my head and 
let the sky be conyulsed with thunder and the 
wrack of savage winds ; let the hurricane shake the 
earth from its rooted base, and let the waves of 
the sea mingle with their savage surge the courses of 
the stars in heaven; and let him lift me on high 
and hurl me down to black Tartarus with the 
swirling floods of stern Necessity : do what he will, 
me he shall never bring to death. 


Hermes 


Such indeed are the thoughts and the words one 
hears from men deranged. Wherein does his prayer 
fall short of raving? Wherein. does he abate his 


1 ¢uewoy changed to duelvov’ M. 
2 celOov M, mi@od rece. : 
3 eri wou furrelsOw M, éx’ éuol perrécOw rece. 
4 +@v 7 most mss., Tv BK. Cp. v./. 421, 461, 700. 
<od> Wecklein. 
6 % (“added by m) 7000’ edrux M, ef 7d45’ marg. m!: 
Winckelmann. 
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PROMETHEUS BOUND 


frenzy ?—But, at all events, do ye who compassionate 
his anguish, withdraw amain from this spot, lest the 
relentless roar of the thunder stun your senses. 


CHorus 


Use some other strain and urge me to some other 
course wherein thou art e’en like to convince me. 
| This utterance in thy flood of speech is, I trow, past 
allendurance. How dost thou charge me to practise 
baseness ? With him I am content to suffer any 
fate ; for I have learned to detest traitors, and there 
is no pest I abhor more than this. 


HeErMEs 


Nay then, bear my warning in memory and blame 
not your case when ye are caught in the toils of 
calamity ; nor ever say that it was Zeus who cast 
you into suffering unforeseen. Not so, but blame 
yourselves. For well forewarned, and not at un- 
awares or secretly, shall ye be entangled in the 
inextricable net of calamity by reason of your folly. 

[Lait 
PRoMETHEUS 


Lo, now it hath passed from word to deed—the 
earth rocks, the echoing thunder-peal from the 
depths rolls roaring past me; the fiery wreathed 


d . 
1 ye: y’ ai Turn. 2 rou most Mss., ro. Ven, 3°. 
3 G7’ éya most ss., & éyw F : Porson. 

4 daréparov M, amépavroy m° rece. 
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lightning-flashes flare forth, and whirlwinds toss the 
swirling dust ; the blasts of all the winds leap forth 
and set in hostile array their embattled strife; the 
sky is confounded with the deep. Behold, this 
stormy turmoil advances against me visibly, sped 
of Zeus to work me terror. O holy mother mine, 
O thou firmament that dost revolve the. common 
} light of all, thou seest the wrongs I suffer ! 


[Amid thunder and lightning Prometheus vanishes 
from sight; and mith him disappear 
the daughters of Oceanus 


$15 


THE SEVEN AGAINST 
THEBES 


TA TOY APAMATO® ITPOZQIIA 


a 


ETEOKAH> 

ATTEAO® KATADKOILOZ 
XOPOS ITAPOENOQN 
ANTITONH 

ISMHNH 

KHPTE 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Erroctes, son of Oedipus, King of Thebes 
A Messencer (Scout) 

Cuorvus of Theban Maidens 

ANTIGONE 

IsMENE 

A Heratp 


Scenr.—The Acropolis of Thebes, in which stand 
altars and images of various divinities. 

Time.—Prehistoric. 

Dare.—467 z.c., at the City Dionysia. 
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ARGUMENT 


It had been thrice foretold by Apollo, the lord of Delphi, 
unto Laius, the King of the Cadmeans, that if he would 


save his kingdom he must die without offspring. But — 


Laius followed the perverse counsels of his nature and 


disobeyed the voice of God: he begat a son, whom he 


would have exposed to his death on Mount Cithaeron ; 
but the babe was rescued by a shepherd who bore him to 
Corinth, where he grew to manhood, believing himself to 


be the son of the king of that land, although in fact he had 
only been adopted by him being childless. But coming to 


misdoubt his parentage, Oedipus journeyed to Delphi to 
seek the truth; and when the god declared that he should 
slay his own father and marry his own mother, he sought 
to flee such a fate and betake himself far from the 
land wherein he thought his father and his mother dwelt. 
But it befell as the god had said: on the way he met 
and slew, unbeknown to himself, his father Laius : he 
came to Thebes, destroyed the monster Sphinx that made 


havoc of the land, married the Queen, even his mother, 


and begat two sons, Eteocles and Polynices, and two 
daughters, Antigone and Ismene. But when the truth 
stood revealed, his mother-wife hung herself, and Oedipus 
stabbed his eyes that they might not look on the misery 
he had wrought. And it came to pass that his sons, who 


ruled in his stead alternately, each the space of a year, 
treated him sore ill, so he cursed them and declared that 
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. they should divide their inheritance by the sword. Eteocles 
nould not suffer his brother to have his time to rule; and 
to enforce his right Polynices, who had fled to Adrastus, 
King of Argos, and married the daughter of that prince, 
mustered a host and sought to take his native town. 

At this point the action of the play begins. Warned by 
the seer Teiresias that the Argives are bent on. a supreme 
assault, Eteocles heartens the burghers, quells the out- 
cries of the daughters of Thebes, frantic at their im- 
pending danger, and receives the tidings from a scout 
that the enemy is advancing against the seven gates. To 
each of the opposing chieftains as they are described by 
the scout Eteocles opposes a worthy antagonist, nor rill 
he himself hold back from encountering his brother when 
he learns that he is to attack the seventh gate. The 
curse of his father must not stand before a soldier's 
honour. And so the brothers fell, each by the other’s 
hand, and the curse of Oedipus and the warning of 
Apollo to Laius were fulfilled. 


- VOL. 1 Y $21 
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ETEOKAHS 
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1 éreoxdjjs M, e superscribed after \ ml, -éys rece. 
2 ddeEnripios M, ddeEerapros m! rece. 3 Brdornuoy M. 
4 épav* M, &pavy m: in erasure 7’ m1, Spay 6’ N. 
5 eyove’ changed to éxwve’ M. 8 éxaoros M, &kacroy mm’, 
7 ors changed to éc7: M: Grotius, Stanley. 
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[A numerous concourse of citizens of Thebes. Enter 
Eteocles mith attendants] 


ETE0cLEs 


Burghers of Cadmus, to say what the hour demands, 
is the part of him who guards the fortunes of the 
State, guiding the helm upon the stern, his eyes 
not closed in slumber. For should success be ours, 
we owe it to Heaven; but if, on the other hand— 
which God forfend !—disaster should befall, Eteocles 
would be the one name on many a citizen’s tongue, 
bruited up and down the town in mutterings and 
laments. From this may Zeus the Averter, true to 
his name, defend the city of the Cadmeans ! 

But it is your part now—both his who still falls 
short of the full vigour of youth, and his who, past 
the period of youth, yet strives to cherish a sturdy 
growth of body, and for each man still in his prime, 
as befits his strength—’tis for you to succour the 
city and the altars of your country’s gods that their 
worship may never be blotted out; to succour your 
children too, and Mother Earth, your nurse most 
dear. For she, welcoming all the cumber of nurtur- 
ing care, reared you, who in your childhood crept upon 
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her kindly soil. to found homes and bear the shield, 
and prove yourselves true men in this hour of need. 
And, as the case now stands, until to-day Heaven 
inclines to our cause ; for though we have been this 
long time beleaguered, by the will of the gods the 
war in the main goes well. But now, as the seer, 
the shepherd of birds, informs us, pondering in ears 
and mind, with no help from fire, the omens of 
prophecy with unerring skill,—he, master that he 
is of such means of divination, declares that the 
fiercest assault of the Achaeans is proclaimed in 
nightly council, and that they will devise plans for 
the capture of our city. Hasten, all of you, to the 
battlements and gateways of our bulwarks. Gird 
all your armour on and speed ye. Man the parapets 
and take your stand on the platforms of the towers. 
Bide in good courage at the outlets of the ports, 
and fear not over much the crew of invaders. God 
will give a happy issue. 

For my part I have dispatched scouts and men 
to spy their force, and they, I feel assured, are not 
gone on a bootless quest. When I have heard their 
report I shall in no wise be ensnared by stratagem. 

[Enter a Scout 


Scour 


Eteocles, most noble prince of the Cadmeans, I 
am returned, bearer of sure intelligence of the move- 
ments yonder in the host, myself eyewitness of 
what has passed. Seven warriors, impetuous leaders 
of their companies, shedding a bull’s blood into a 
black-bound shield, and touching with their hands 


5 eiOapoecire: Aldina. 8 karomrjpa M, xaromrfpas mi. 
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the victim’s gore, have sworn an oath by Ares, by 
Enyo,! and by bloodthirsty Rout, that they will 
bring destruction on the city of the Cadmeans and 
ravage it by force of arms, or in death imbrue this 
land of ours with their blood. And on Adrastus’ 
chariot they were suspending last tokens of them- 
selves, destined for their parents at home. Tears 
they shed thereby, but no note of lamentation 
passed their lips; for there breathed in them a 
spirit of iron resolve, glowing with valour, as in 
lions with battle in their eyes. And thy learning 
of these tidings is not delayed by fearfulness ; for I 
left them casting lots how each, his post assigned 
by chance, should lead his company against the 
ports. Therefore marshal thee amain our bravest 
warriors, the city’s best, at the outlets of the gates. 
For already, hard at hand, the Argive host in full 
array is advancing and speeds onward, while white 
foam flecks the plain with drops from their chargers’ 
panting breath. Do thou then, like the careful 
helmsman of a ship, bulwark the town ere the blasts 
of war break over it in storm ; for on the dry land 
there roars a surge of armed men. To this effect do 
thou seize such moment as is speediest. On my 
part, for what's still to come, I will keep a wary 
eye on watch by day, and thou, apprised by true 
report of what takes place without, shalt be safe from 
harm. [Exit 
ETrrocies 

O Zeus and Earth, and ye gods that guard our 
city, and Curse,’ the potent spirit of the vengeance 

1 Enyo is a personification of war, and hence sometimes 
called the mother or the daughter of Ares. 

2 The curse pronounced by Oedipus against his two sons 
(ep. 785 ff.) is a daemonic power, here identified with the 
vengeance it calls into being. 827 


15 


80 


85 


90 


95 


AESCHYLUS 


fH or TOAW ye mpupvdbev ravdAcOpov 
exOapvionme SndAwrov, ‘EAAdSos 
pbdyyov x€éoveay, Kal Sduous edearious* 
> / \ ~ \ vf. / 
eAcvbepay dé yiv te Kal Kddpwou méAw 
Cuvyotar SdovAtouct pnmote oxeBetv* 
rs > > / A Pee | ig /, 
yéveabe 8° ddky: Evva & edmrilw déyew: 
modus yap «db mpdaoovoa Satuovas Tie. 
XOPOS 
Opéowar doBepa peydd’ dyn: 
peOetrat otpatds: atpardmedov Aud | 
ca A ao ‘ / € /, 
pet Todds Ode Aeds mpdSpomos Emaédras: 
aiBepia Kdvis pe reifer daveto’, 
LA A mw wv 
dvavdos aadis érupos ayyedos. 
” ce a Paws} noe / 24 09 
étt b€ <yas> euds® wed!’ GrAdKtuT’! @- : 
tl xpiuarer Boav® rorarar, Bpguer 8 
awaxerou Sixav bdaros dpotvmov. 
» Heh, A 
2A \ , > > / a! 
i@ Oeot Beat 7” dpdpevov Kaxdv 
BoG retxewv Brep adevoare.® 
6 AevKaoms spvuTa Aads €d- 
\ rh te! nl 5 / 58 7 
TpemNs em TOAW SiodKwy [7dda]. 
Tis dpa pioetar, Tis ap” emapKécer 
Gedy 7) Oeav; 
motepa Or ey <mdrpia>® rotuméow 
Bpérn Saysdven; 
aN -. a 
tw paKapes evedpor, 
> / : / ” La / 
axpdler Bperéwr execbau: ri pér- 
omev aydorovo.; 
1 Sovdeloot: Aldina. 2 ¢xé0ew : Blomfield 


5 édedéuas M, édedeuvas m: Paley. 


4 medtom\oxrvmos tL M (ari or 7° wrt, doi or 7’ dat rece.) + 
Seidler, 


328 


OO ———— a 


' 


- 
' 


THE SEVEN AGAINST THEBES 


of my sire, do not, I entreat ye, extirpate in ruin 
utter and complete, with ravage by the foe, a city 
that speaks the speech of Hellas, and our hearths 
and homes. O may they never constrain in slavery’s 
yoke a land of freedom and the town of Cadmus! 
But show yourselves our strength. Methinks it is 
our common cause I urge. For a State that 
prospers pays honours to its gods. 

[Eait Eteocles, mith citizens. The Chorus 

enters in fearful agitation 


Cuorvus 


In my terror I utter loud cries of woe. The host 
is let loose. Leaving their camp, lo! yonder stream, 
in full tide, the horsemen coursing in the van. I 
know it by the dust seen high in air—a speechless, 
yet clear and truthful harbinger. 

And now the thud of hoofs upon my native plains 
brings the din close to my ears ; it flies, it roars like 
a resistless torrent lashing the mountain-side. 

Ah, ah, ye gods and goddesses, with your war-cry 
above our walls fend off the on-rushing horror ! 

The host of the white shield, ready for battle, 
rushes at full speed against the town. 

Who then can rescue, who then can succour us, 
what god or goddess ? 

Shall I throw myself at the feet of the images of 
our ancestral gods ? 

Ah me, ye blessed ones throned in security, ’tis 
high time to clasp your images. Why do we delay, 
and wail thus o’ermuch? Hear ye, or hear ye not, 

5 xplumrerar Boa’ M: Ritschl. 
6 dvedoere (M, with a over € m!) Bog birep recxéwv : Tucker, 
7 [76da] Biicheler, § <rdrpia> Volekmann. 
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1 orepdvwv changed to crepéwy M. 
2 duptdycrav M, dud \urav m!: Seidler, ® @: Dindorf. 
* xAovds U6" (r over 0) tre M: Tucker, 5 [yap] Klausen, 
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the clashing shields? When, if not now, shall we 
place about them sacred robes and coronals in 
supplication ? 

A clash! I mark it. "Twas not the clatter of a 
single spear. What wilt thou? Wilt thou abandon 
thine own land, O Ares, thou that hast dwelt therein 
of old? O God of the golden casque, look, O look 
upon the town thou didst erstwhile take for thy 
well-beloved ! 

Ye gods, who guard our country, O come all! 
Behold a band of maidens in supplication to be saved 
from slavery. Round about the town seethes a 
human wave of slanting crests, sped on by the blasts 
of Ares. Yet, O father Zeus, thou all-perfecter, 
deliver us altogether from capture by the foe. 

The Argives encircle the fortress of Cadmus, terror 
of their weapons of war bewilders us, yea, the bits 
set in the horse’s jaws clatter destruction. And 
seven doughty chieftains, conspicuous above the 
throng in spear-brandishing harness, take their stand 
at the gates each according to his lot. 


Thou, too, O Zeus-born Power that lovest battle, 
O Pallas, prove thyself the saviour of the city! And 
thou, Lord of steeds, ruler of the deep, with thy 
weapon that speareth the fish, O Poseidon, grant us 
deliverance, aye deliverance, from our terrors ! 


5 doniew : Butler. 7 <dovet> Schroeder, 
8 (rmiwy H. Mose. 2, tarmelwv other mss. ’ 
9 dyfvopes: Dindorf. 0 Gopuc(c)bois : Blomfield, 


it After 125 lacuna: Westphal. 
2 juclrrods most Mss., polarons Lips. 2 Mose. 1. 
'3 Tlocecddy M, -dav rece.: Klausen. 
M4 wayava with 7 over first and third a M, unxavg QLEN. 
19 dévwyv M (Sov superscr. m), ¢b8wy rece. 
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a3 7°, "Apns, ped, ded, wédAw emdvupov 

Kddpov" pvragov K7ydSecai 7’ evapyas. 

Kal Kurpis, az” ef? yévous TPOMaTwp, 

x Z \ 32 ¢ 

dAevoov oder yap*® e€ aiuaros 

yeyovapev* Nuraiat* ce Beoxddrors 

dvtotaat® reAaldpecba. 

Kat ot, AvKcev’ dvat, AdKevos yevod 

oTpaT®@ daiw ordvwv avriras.® 

ov 7, & Aatoyéve- 

a Kovpa, Tofov edruxalov" [”"Aprepe dida]® 

ec oes [orp. p. 

dToBov apudrwv audi addw Kd 

@ ToT “Hpa. é 

” > / if: tA 

ehaxov adver Boouévav yvdac. a 

A , xn A WN ¥ 
preut gira, é é € é, 

/ 20. 9 2 r 
opitwaktos ailhp 8° émipaiverat. 
Ti Tks dupe maaxer, TL yevioerar; 

mot 8 ert téXos emadyer Oeds; 


KK Wye > 
eééé, [avr. B. 
axpoBoruv § érddEewr ABas epxyerau: 
® bid’ *AzodXov- 

¥; > 4 iy /, 
KovaBos év mUAaus yaAKoSérwy caxéwv, 
mat Atos, 60ev'® 

# c A , > 4 

moAeudKpavrov ayvov Tédos ev pdxa. 
ov Te, udxaip™ dvaco’ "OyKa, mpd TrOAcws 
éntdmvrov dos émippvov. 


1 émesvupov kdduov bd M, xdduou er. rece: Tucker. 
2 dre: dr’ ef Dindorf. 5 cédev M, céBev yap rece. 
4 \irais: Herm. - © amtvovoa : Seidler. 
® auras: Wecklein, 
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Thou too, Ares (oh the pity of it !), guard the town 
that bears the name of Cadmus and let thy presence 
prove thy kinship and thy care1! And thou, Cypris, 
since thou art the primal mother of our race, ward 
off the foe! For from thy blood are we sprung. 
Invoking thee with orisons wherewith men call upon 
the gods, we draw nigh unto thee. ; 

Thou too, Lord of the Wolf,? prove thyself a wolf 
unto the host of the foe, and requite groan for groan ! 

And thou, O maiden, Leto’s child, prepare thy 
bow ! 


Ha! Ha! The rattle of the chariots round the 
town, I hear it. O Lady Hera! The naves creak 
beneath the axles’ load. O beloved Artemis! The 
air maddens with hurtling spears! What betides 
our city? What is to come? And to what that 
lies beyond doth Heaven lead on the issue ? 


Ha! ha! ‘To the height of our battlements comes 
the hail of stones. O beloved Apollo! There is a 
din of bronze-bound shields at the ports. O child 
of Zeus with whom is the divine authority that 
decides war when battle rages! And thou, sainted 
Queen Onca,® on behalf of the city defend thy 
habitation of seven gates ! 


1 «460s means both ‘‘ kinship”’ and ‘‘care.”? The wife of 
Cadmus was Harmonia, daughter of Ares and Aphrodite. 

2 See the note on Suppl. 686. 

® Onca, the name of a Phoenician goddess, is identified 
with Athene (cp. 1. 487). 


7. . ruxdgou M, évruxdfou m, ed ruxdfov rece. : L. Dindorf, 
8 [“Apreue pida] Seidler. ® § aldjp: Herm. 
~ 10 Kal d:60ev : von den Bergh. 
MW pdxacl | re M: Herm. 
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ic) mavapKets’ Oeol, [orp. y. 
tw Tédevot TéAcval Te yas 
= 2 , 
Taos. TupyodtAakes, 
76dw Sopimovov fur) 7p0dA0’ 
eTepopivey OTpaTo. 
4 t , 4 3 
Kdvere rapldvwv KAdvere tavdixws 
xetpotovous Auras. 


iw diror daiuoves, [dvr. y. 
Avrjpiot <7 >* duduiBdvres modu, 

delEal” ais diromdrets,® 

pereabé 0° iep@v Snutwy, 

peAopevor O° apyi€are: 

pirobdrwv 8é rot mdAcos” dpylev 

fuvyiaTopes eoTe pot. 


ETEOKAHS 

buds pwr, Opeupar’ odk dvacyetd, 
} tabr’ dpiora Kat éAc owripia, 
orpat@® Te Odpoos r@de Tmupynpovpevwr, 
Bpérn mecovoas mpos rodccodywr Ocdv 
avew, AaKdlew, cwdpdvwy puonuara ; 
par év KaKotot pyr’ ev edeotot pian 
Edvouxos elnv 7H yuvaicetw yever. 


‘ Kpatobaa pev yap oby duidnrov Opdaos, 
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Seloaca 8 oixw Kal méAeu mA€ov KaKév. 
\ ~ f / / \ 
Kal viv moAlrais rdade Siadpdjovs duyds 

Detoat SieppoOjaar’ dibvyov Kakyv: 
7a Tov Ovpaber 8 cs dpior’ dbéAXerar, 
2 \ > 4 > + ~ 8 Mv , 
adrot 8 dn’ abrdv* évdobev opbovpeba. 
Toabrd ray yuvarki cuvvaiwy exous2 
? ravapxeis M, \ over p m', wavaNkels rece. 
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O ye gods all potent to save, ye gods and goddesses 
that have full power to guard the bulwarks of our 
land, abandon not to a host of alien speech our city 
that now bears the brunt of war. Hearken, O 
hearken, righteously, unto maidens who stretch out 
their hands unto you in prayer. 


O dear divinities, take your stand round the city 
as its saviours and show that ye hold it dear. Take 
thought of a people’s offerings, and as ye take 
thought succour us. Be mindful, I beseech ye, of 
our city’s lavish rites of sacrifice. 


EreociEs 


You, I ask, insufferable creatures that ye are! is 
this the best course to save the town, does this 
hearten our beleaguered soldiery—to fling yourselves 
before the images of the gods that guard the city 
and shout and shriek and make decent folk detest 
you? Neither in evil days nor in gladsome pros- 
perity may I have to house with womankind. Has 
she the upper hand,—’tis insolence past living with ; 
but, if seized with fear, to home and city she is a still 
greater bane. So now, by thus hurrying to and fro 
in flight, in your clamour ye have spread craven 
cowardice among the townsfolk. The fortunes of 
the foe without are thus aided best, while we are 
ruined from within by our own selves. Verily you 
may expect such troubles if you house with women- 


2 racdé ye M, raode rece. 
3 zavdixous M'LK, ravdikws M2F RN. 
4 ¢7’> Seidler. 5 @domwd\es : Wunderlich. 
6 5’ M, 0’ rece. 7 aédews M rece., aéXeos N. 
8 id’ airav M, br’ a’rGr rece. 
® |, 195 omitted in M (at bottom of the page). 
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Kel Un Ts dpyas THs eus axovoerat, ‘ 
avnp yun te xd Te TOV jreraixpnov, 
pados Kar’ abrav orcOpia Bovrcdoerat, 
Aevorfipa Sijpov 8 ob 7 Le pdyn pdpov. 
beAce yap av8pt, jun) yur BovAeverw, 
ta€wbev: evdov 8’ odca 1) BAdBnv ibe. 
NKovoas 7) odk HKovcas, 7 KwoA rAEyw; 


200 


XOPOS 
@ girov OiStmov réxos, eSeuo’ axov- [orp.a. 
caca TOV dpwardKruroy droBov droBov,t 
ore re odpuyyes ExAayEav €Xirpoxor, 
inmucdv 7 aadav® andadleov Sid aroma 
TupuyeveTav yaAwav. 


205 


ETEOKAHS 


ti obv; 6 vadrns dpa bn *s mp@pav duydyv 
mprvpvnbev nope! LnxXavnv cwrnpias, 


210 yews Kapovons trovTiw mpos K¥pari®; 


XOPOS p 


GAN’ ert Sayudvey ™podpopos AABov ap- [avr. a. 

xata Bpérn, Beotor micvvos, vidddos 

or’ ddods verdouevas? Bpdmos év w¥Aaus: 

37) 707” 7}pOnv PoBw mpds bakdpwy Aurds, woAews 
215 i” dmepéyoue GAkdy, 


1 broBov MN, 5roBov BroBor rece, 
* drt M, bre Paris. 2886, 
3 atmrver : Anonymous. 
etpev M, cipe mi: Weil, 
+ + + “art M, & xv in erasure M, mpds Kkipart rece, 
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kind. Now if there be one who shall refuse obedience 
to my authority—man or woman or whatsoever is 
betwixt—sentence of death shall be passed upon 
him, and he shall in no wise escape destruction by 
stoning at the people’s hand. Matters abroad are 
man’s affair—let woman not advise thereon. Bide 
thou within and stir up no mischief. Dost hear or 
not? Oram I speaking to the deaf? 


CHorus 


Ah, dear son of Oedipus, terror seized me at 
hearing the loud note sounded by the chariots, and 
when the pipes! screamed in the whirling wheels, 
and J heard the noise of the guiding gear in the 
horses’ mouths, the bits forged in fire. 


ETEocLes 


What then? Has ever the seaman, by fleeing 
from stern to prow, found means to save himself 
when his ship laboured in a tossing sea? 


Cuorvus 


But it was with trust in the gods that I came in 
hot haste to the olden images of the powers divine 


when there arose the roar of the deadly hail beating 


at the gates, Then indeed it was that I was stirred 
by terror to supplicate the Blessed Ones that they 
might hold their protection over the city. 


1 There is word-play on oipryé: (1) the musical instru- 
ment, (2) the pipe of the nave. 


6 alovvos Beots: Seidler. 7 yerpouévns with a over 9 M. 
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ETEOKAHS 


q , , ” 6 rv Ve 8 / 
muUpyov oréyew evyeobe moAduwov Sdpv. 

~ a a At 
obKobty® 748° Carat mpos Dedv* aAX’ odv Beods 
Tovs THs dAovans moAcos* exAelmew Adyos. 


XOPO 
pejmor euov Kat’ aidva Amott bev [orp. B. 
> 
dde mavayupis, und’ emiSoyu révd 
> 
dorvopopmovpevay méAW Kal oTpdrevp. 
anrouevov mupt Satw. 


ETEOKAHS 


la A ~ , ~ 
by Lou Beods Kadodoa BovAevou Kaxds* 
melapyia yap éott THs edapatias 


LATHP, yuri) owripos: bd exer Adyos. 


XOPO= 
lol > 
ott Oeod® 8 er’ iayds Kabumeprépa [dvr. B. 
moAAdKt 8 ev Kakotot rov® aydyavov 
Kak xaderas dvas Urepf’ dupdrwv 
Kpnpvanevay’ vededav® dpbor. 


ETEOKAHS 
avdpdv 748° ear, ofdyia Kal ypnoripia 
Beotow Epdew modeuiwv mreypwpévovs® 
gov 8 ab’ 76 ovyay Kal pévew elow Sduwv. 


1 II. 216-218 so M, 217 Chorus 218 Eteocles m’, rece, 
® odkow M, ovxodv ml, rece. Reading otxovy . . . Ody ; 


Tucker translates, ‘* Will that not be in the Gods’ behalf ?” 


3 aédews most ss., r6\eos N and some rece. 
4 Nelron M: Rob. 
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ErrociEs 


That our bulwarks stand fast against the onset of 
the foe—be that your prayer. Aye, this will be 
as the gods grant—but then, ’tis said, a captured 
city is forsaken by its gods. 


Cuorvus 
Never, so long as my life lasts, may this holy 
company of the gods abandon it, nor may I live to 
see our city overrun and the soldiery laying hold on 
it with hostile fire ! 


ETrroc.ieEs 
Nay, take not evil counsel when thus calling on 
the gods. For Obedience is the mother of Success, 
wife of Preserver—so runs the saw. 


Cuorus 
Even so, yet the might of Heaven is above all; 
and ofttimes in the midst of his distress, it uplifteth 
the helpless, even from cruel woes when clouds are 
lowering over his eyes. 


Ereocies 


Tis for men to offer victims and sacrifices unto 
the gods when they make trial of the foe ;_ but thy 
task is to hold thy peace and bide within the house. 


5 deo M, os superscr. m, Oeois rece. 
8 sav; Canter. 
7 xpinvapévar M, xpnuvauévay m1: Herm. 
8 vepéd\av : Herm. 
5 recpwuévos M, wy superscr. m': Weil. 
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XOPOZ 
Sia Oedv oAw vewopeO” addparov,” [orp. y. 
Svopevewy 8° dxAov mUpyos amooréyet. 
tis’ Tad€ vémEeots oTUYyET; 
ETEOKAHS 
4 ~ / a O 
ovtor P0ova cou Saypovwv Tidy yévos* 
> > e # A 4 = 
GAN cs moAitas pu) KakooTAayxvous TFs, 
” ” Cg ¢ ~ 
eVknAros tobi und’ adyav brrephoBod. 
XOPO% 
motiparov' kAvovoa matayov avdpuya® [avT. y. 
, , Less. S , 6 
tapBootvw $oBw tavd’ és axponrodw, 
Tipuov €dos, ikdpav. 
ETEOKAHS 
LA A , ” /, 
py vuv, eav OvycKovtas 7) TeTPwELEVvoUS 
mv0nabe, KwkuTotow apmadilere. 

4 \ ea: , 4 B Ov 
TouTw yap "Apys Bookerar, dovw Bporayv. 
XOPOS 

\ A > , > ¢ ~ , 
Kal pny axove y immKdv dpvayyaTwr. 

ETEOKAHS 

t mos , 5 3 A ew ca 

Ly vv" adxovova’ eudavds akov’ ayav. 
XOPOS 

, / ~ e ta 

oréver TOALcpa ‘yhOev, as KvKAOUpEVWY. 
1 vewsuecd’ M, -ned’ rece. 
2 diduavroy M, adduacroy recc.: Pauw. 


8 +1: Heath. 4 roralviov : Heimsoeth. 
5 duprya M, dvdurya Herm. 
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Cuorus 


Through Heaven’s grace the city we inhabit is 
unsubdued and our battlements ward off the throng- 
ing foe. Wherein do our acts merit reproof in 
anger ? 
ti Errocies 

I grudge thee not, i’ faith, thine honouring the 
powers of Heaven; but that thou make not our 
burghers craven-hearted, be thou calm nor give way 
to terror overmuch. 


Cuorus 


"Twas at the sound of strange and mingled din 
that in trembling fear I came hither to the holy 
sanctuary upon the citadel. 


Erreocies 


If, then, ye hear of dying or of wounded men, 
seize not on the news with shrill lament. For this 
is the food of Ares, even the blood of men. 


Cuorus 
Hark ! I hear the snorting of steeds ! 


Errocues 
For all thy hearing, hear not too plainly. 


Cuorus 


The stronghold groans from its base, as if they 
| were girding it about. 


6 dxpbrodw M, axpdrrohw N, 7 vv M. 
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ovKobdv Eu’ dpe? tOvSe Bovredew Tmépt 


XOPO 
Séd0ux’, dpayyos 8 ev mbAas ddéderar. 


ETEOKAHS 
250 ov atya yndev tdvS’ epeis Kara mrddw; 
XOPOZ 


é} a 1) \ 5 A , 
SUVTEAELA, 7) 7po ws TUPYWHAaTa, 


ETEOKAHS 
ovK €s POdpor' ayo’ avacxnon Tad€; 


XOPOS 
Qeoi modtrau, ur} we Sovrctas Tuxeiv. 


ETEOKAHS 
>A \ 


a nee \ a , 2 
av7n od Sovdois Kdue Kal macav médw. 


255 XOPOS 
@ mayxpares Zed, Tpéfpov eis €xOpods Bédos. 
ETEOKAHS 
& Zeb, yuvaxdy olov dmacas yevos. 
XOPOS 
HoxOnpev, damep dvSpas dv GAD adds. 


1 pdvov M, ¢Obpov mi, 2 wrd\w M, mod rece, 
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ETrocies 
Well, it is enough, I hope, that I take thought 
thereon. 
Cuorus 
I am adread, the battering grows louder at the 
ports. 
ETrociEs 
Hold thy peace! Say naught of this about the 
town ! 
Cuorus 
O guardian company of gods, abandon not eur 
battlements ! 
ETrEOCLES 
Plague on thee! Wilt thou not hold thy peace 
and suffer in patience ? 


Cuorus 
Gods of our city! Save me from the fate of 


slavery ! 
Ereocies 


’Tis thou, thou, that art making a slave of me and 


of the whole city. 
CuHorus 


O Almighty Zeus, turn thy bolt upon the foe ! 


ETEOcLES 
O Zeus, what a breed thou hast given us in woman- 
kind ! 
Cuorus 
A breed beset with miseries, even as men whose 


city is captured, 
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ETEOKAHS 
a = / > 9 , 
mradworopets abd Ouyydvoue ayaAudruy ; 


XOPOX 
apvyia yap yAdoouy dprdtet poBos. 


ETEOKAHS 
airoupév jor Koidov et Soins tédos. 


XOPOS 


/ nn ¢ 4, ‘ 2 he 2 uv 
Aéyous av ds TAaXLOTA, Kal TAX Etoomat. 


ETEOKAHS 
aiynoov, & tdAawa, put) dirovs poBeu. 


XOPOS 
a Why , \ , 
olyw* Guy aAXous TELGOMLAL TO fopotoy, 


ETEOKAHS 

nD, AD ss , ” « lol / 
TOUT avT eExelvwv Tovros afpotua ober. 
kal mpds ye tovros, éxrds obo” ayaAudrwv, 
evxov Ta Kpeloow, Evpdyous elvat Beouvs: | 
Kapadv axovoas’ edyudtwv, érerra od | 
OAoAvypov lepdv edperip Tavw@vicov,* 
“EM nvixdv vdpopa OvordSos Bos, 
Odpoos didrous, Avovca Tror€uvov PdBov. 

ey 8€ ydpas Tots Trodacovyots Oeois, 
medwovdpous Te Kayopas emLoKOrTroLs, 


1 ravévooy M, racducoy ml rece, 
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Errocies 
What! ill-omened words and thy hands upon the 
statues of the gods? 
Cuorus 
Aye, for that I am faint of heart, fear runs away 
with my tongue. é 
Errocies 
If only thou wouldst grant at my request a trifling 
boon. 
Cuorus 
Say on forthwith, I pray thee, and I shall know 
anon. 
Erroctzs 


Hold thy peace, wretched woman; cease from 
terrifying thine own defenders. 


Cuorus 


I hold my peace. I shall suffer the fate that 
others share. 
Errocies 
This utterance likes me better than thy words 
that went before. Aye, and more than this—quit 


_thy place about the images and make the better 


prayer: “ May the gods fight on our side!” And 
now first hear my vow, and then ring out the loud 
and solemn ery of jubilance, our Grecian wont of 
sacrificial shout heartening to our friends, and remove 
the terror of battle. 

And now [here Eteocles makes his vow] “To the 
guardian gods of our country, whether they haunt 
the plain or keep watch over the market-place, to 
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Atpxns Te myais, | vdati 7 "lopnvod Aéyw 

ra) EvvruxovTov Kal Tones ceowperns,” 

pjAovow aiudocovras éorias Oedv, 

[ravpoxtovobvras Deoiow, O35 émevyouan }* 
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pnd? 7 poaratots Kayptous Toupdypacw 

od yap TL paMov fay) pvyns TO HopoyLov. 

eye dé y’" dvdpas cf € ejuol ovv €B5 ou 

avrnpétas exyOpoto. Tov wéyay TpdmoVv 

eis emtatexeis eEddous Ta€w poddy, 

mpw ayyédous omepxvo’s Te Kal Taxuppdobous 

Adyous ixéobar kat dréyew xpelas Uro. 


XOPOS 
péAer, PoBw S ody brvdocer Kéap* [or7p.a. 
yelroves dé Kapdias 
péepyuvat Cwmupoto. tapBos 
Tov apditeryh Acwv, 
Spdkovras” ws Tis TéKVwWY 
dmrepdedouKev Aexaiwy dSvoevvdtopas™* 
mdvTpojios” 5 qeAeids. 
Tol pev yap totl mpyous 
mavoaprel TravoptAet 
orel(yovow. Ti yévwpar; 


1 005’ dm’: tdarl 7’ Geel. 2 gerwonevns: Wecklein, 


3 [ ] Wilam. + Once: Weil. 
5 troreulwy : datwv Herm, 
5 é¢Ojuact M, ra over ot m. 
7 Adgupa Sdwy : oréyw Addupa Herm., Wilam, 
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Dirce’s springs, and to Ismenus’ stream, I make my 
vow that, if all go well and the city with its burghers 
be preserved, they shall stain with blood of sheep 
the hearths of the gods and offer trophies, while I 
will bedeck their hallowed abodes with the spoil of 
the spear-smitten vestments of the foe.” 

Such be the tenour of thy prayers unto the gods, 
indulging not in lamentations nor in vain and frantic 
shrieks; for none the more shalt thou thereby 
escape thy doom. Meantime I will go and at the 
seven outlets in the walls will post six men—myself 
the seventh—as champions to oppose the foe in 
gallant style, ere ever messengers in hot haste and 
swift speeding rumours arrive and inflame us by the 
urgent need. [Exit 


CHorus 


I heed his bidding, but through terror my spirit 
finds no rest. Anxieties, pressing close upon my 
heart, enkindle my dread of the soldiery encompass- 
ing our walls, even as an ever-timorous dove for her 
nestlings’ sake hath fear of serpents, the fell visitants 
of her nest. For in their whole force and multitude 
some press against our battlements—ah, what will 


8 Gouplarhyx8’ M, do(v)ptardnxa’ PR, Soplarrn® Vv. 

® This verse is deleted in whole or in part in PQ, 

10 ropolyyacw by correction M, rodvyuacw rece, 

N 6’ ér’: dé 7 Anon. 

2 §pdxovra 5’: Bothe. 

13 Nexéwy : Lachmann. ; : 

M4 Sucevvjropas M, with « over 7, a over ac m!: scholiast 
M, Bothe. 

15 ardvrpoos M and m, -rpodgos m rece, 
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tot 8 én’ dudiBdAovow 
idmrovot troXirats 
7Q2 9 t 1 
Xepudd dxpidecoar. 
mavTt tpom@, Avoyeveis 
‘ 
Ocoi, moAW Kal oTpaTtov 


Kadpoyev} pueobe. 


motov 8° dpueipecbe? yaias wédov 
Taod’ apevov, exOpots 
adevres tav BabdyOov’ aiav, 
vdwp TE Aipxaiov, ev- 
tpadéotatoy® mwyaTwv 
dowy inow Llooe- 
dav 6 yaudoxos 
TnAvos te aides. 
Tpos TA9, @ moAvobyou 
Oeoi, Totot pev eEw 
mUpywy avdpor€éreipav 
Khpa, piiporAov* arav, 
> f mv 
euPadrovres dpovabe 
K0d0s Totode moXirats. 
\ 5X: LOA 5 ” > 6 

Kal TrOAEWS pUTOpES <EOT > 
mv / /, > 
evedpot te otdOnr 
d€vydots Avratow. 


> A A / #Q> > "4 
otkTpov yap moAw O35’ wyuylay 
*AiSa mpoidibar, Sopds d&ypav 
Sovdiav’ apap a70dd 
eto > \ > ~ / 

dm’ avdpos ’Ayatod bedbev 
meplopevav atipws, 

tas d€ Kexeipwpevas® dyecbat, 
€ €, véas TE Kal mradavas 


[avr. a. 


THE SEVEN AGAINST THEBES 


betide me ?—others hurl jagged stones upon the 
burghers pelted on every side. O ye gods of race 
divine, with all your power rescue our city and her 
men-at-arms, the sons of Cadmus ! 


What more delightsome plot of earth will ye 
exchange for this, if ye abandon to its foe this deep- 
soiled land and Dirce’s water, most healthful of all 
streams poured forth by Poseidon, who upholds the 
earth, and by Tethys’ children? Therefore, O gods 
that protect the city, so hurl panic upon the foe 
without our battlements that they fling away their 
arms and perish in slaughter; and earn thereby 
glory for yourselves in our burghers’ eyes. O save 
our city and stablish yourselves securely in your 
fair seats therein in answer to our prayers fraught 
with shrill laments ! 


For piteous it were thus to hurl to destruction a 
city of olden time, made slave and booty of the spear, 
in dust and ashes laid by Heaven’s decree and 
ignominious ravage of Achaean men. Piteous, too, 
for her captive daughters (ah me, ah me !), young 
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and old, to be haled by their hair, like horses, while 

their raiment is rent about them. A city made 

desolate waileth as the captive spoil is borne off to 

its doom ’mid mingled cries. Grievous in truth is 
the fate my fear forebodes. 


Woeful it is for modest maidens, plucked all 
unripe, before the nuptial rite, to pass on a detested 
jowney from their homes. Nay, the dead, I trow, 
have a happier fate than they. Aye, for many and 
wretched are the miseries (alas, alas !) when a city 
is taken. Man drags off man, or slays, or carries 
fire ; the whole city is befouled with smoke. Mad, 
inspiring to frenzy, slaying the people, defiling 
holiness is war. 


Tumult reigns through the town, against it ad- 
vances a towering net of ruin. Man encounters 
man and is laid low by the spear. For the babes 
at their breast resound the wailing cries of young 
mothers, all streaming with blood. Kindred are 
the prey of scattering bands. Pillager encounters 
pillager; the empty-handed hails the empty-handed, 
fain to have a partner, all greedy neither for less 
nor equal share. Good reason is there to surmise 
the issue of deeds like this. 
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Store of every sort, strewn upon the ground as 
it may chance, is cause for grief, a sorry sight for 
housewives’ eyes. In wild confusion the plenteous 
gifts of earth are swept along in streams of waste- 
fulness. Young women, enslaved, suffer a new 
misery. Theirs it is to expect a captive’s woeful 
bed, bed as of a happy mate but a triumphant foe’s 
—the coming of the nightly rite to alleviate her 
tears and anguish ! 1 

[Lhe Scout is seen approaching from one side ; 
Eteocles from the other 


Leaver or THE First Harr-Cuorvus 


My friends, the scout, methinks, is bringing to 
us some recent tidings of the host, urging in hot 
haste the joints of his legs that bear him hither, 


Leaprer oF THE Seconp Harr-Cuorvs 


And lo! here comes our lord himself, the son of 
Oedipus, at the fit moment to hear the messenger’s 
report. He, too, from haste keeps not his even pace. 


Scour 

I will describe—from knowledge that is sure— 
the disposition of the foe, how at the gates each 
man hath his post by lot. Tydeus already is storm- 
ing before the Proetid gate; yet the seer suffers 
him not to pass the Ismenus because the omens 
from the sacrifices do not promise fair. But Tydeus, 

1 In this highly condensed passage, contrasted with the 
note of the misery of an enforced union is an undertone of the 
happiness of a marriage of love. dvdpés is at once “man 
and ** husband,” rédos ** rite and **consummation,” éAzls 
* expectation ” of sorrow and of joy. 
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mad with passion and eager for the fray, makes 
outery like to a serpent’s hiss at noonday, and lashes 
the wise seer, Oecles’ son, with the taunt that a 
craven spirit makes him cringe before death and 
battle. Uttering such shouts, he shakes three over- 
shadowing crests, his helmet’s mane, while from be- 
neath his shield within bronze-wrought bells peal 
forth a fearsome clang. On his shield he beareth this 
presumptuous device—a sky of cunning workman- 
ship, ablaze with stars, and in the centre of his 
buekler shines, most revered among the stars, the 
bright full moon, the eye of night. Raving thus in 
his vaunting garniture, he shouts upon the river-bank, 
lusting for the fray, like some charger that, panting 
in fury against the bit, chafes while it awaits the 
trumpet’s blare. Whom wilt thou post as_ his 
antagonist ? Who hath thy trust to stand as cham- 
pion at the Proetid gate when the barriers are 
loosed ? 
EYrrociEs 


On me a man’s resplendent trappings work no 
terror. Nor hath blazonry power to wound—crests 
and bell bite not without the spear. And for this 
« night,” which, thou sayest, is set upon his shield 
and glitters with the stars of heaven,—mayhap a 
_ man’s folly might prove prophetic unto him. For 
should in death “night” fall upon his eyes, then to 
its bearer this vaunting cognizance of his might 
rightly and justly answer to its name; and 'tis to 
his own undoing it will prove that he thus insolently 
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maketh prophecy. Now for my part, against Tydeus 
I will post as defender of this port the trusty son 
of Astacus. Right nobly born is he, and he ‘holds 
in reverence the throne of Honour and detests 
boastful speech. Laggard in deeds of shame, yet 
no dastard, is he wont to be. From the Heroes 
of the Dragon’s blood whom Ares spared, his stock 
is sprung, and a true scion of our soil is Melanippus. 
As for the issue, Ares with his dice will determine 
that; but Justice, his true kin in blood, sends him 
forth, charged to ward off the foeman’s spear from 
the mother that gave him birth. [Lait Melanippus 


Cuorvus 


Now may the gods grant that our champion have 
good success, as in a just cause he speedeth forth to 
battle for his country ! But I shudder to look upon 
the blood-stained deaths of men fallen for their 
folk. 

Scour 


Aye, even as thou prayest, may the gods grant 
him good success !—For the Electran gate Capaneus 
hath drawn his lot: another giant he, overtopping 
him named afore: but his vaunting speech betokens 
thoughts too proud for man, and against our battle- 


‘» ments he threatens horrors,—which may Fortune 


not bring to pass! For whether Heaven wills or 
wills it not, he vows he will make havoc of the city 
and that even the rival fire of Zeus, though it crash 
upon the earth in his path, shall not stay his course. 
As for lightning-flashes and the thunder’s bolts, he 
likened them to rays of heat at midday. For blazon 
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he hath a man, a fire-bearer, armourless, save that 
in his hands for weapon a torch blazes ; and in letters 
of gold he saith “I will fire the town.” Against such 
a warrior do thou send—who will meet him in the 
fray ? Who will abide his onset, his heart not turned 
to terror at his boasting ? 


Err£oc.ies 


Here too is gain added with interest unto gain.1 
The tongue in sooth proveth true accuser of men’s 
reckless thoughts; and Capaneus utters threats, 
well prepared to act, dishonouring the gods; and 
in vain glee plying his tongue to its full strength, 
sends up to heaven—mortal that he is—his surging 
boasts to be heard of Zeus. But right sure am I 
that upon him, as he well deserves, will come that 
fire-bearer, the thunder’s bolt, no whit changed 
into the likeness of the sun’s hot rays at midday. 
Against him, arrant boaster that he is, has been 
posted a warrior fiery of spirit, even valiant Poly- 
phontes, a trusty guard by favour of protecting 
Artemis and with the aid of other gods. Say on— 
another, and the gate that has fallen to his lot ! 

[Exit Polyphontes 
Cxorvus 


Perish the braggart who vaunteth loud against 
the city! May the thunder’s bolt stay him ere ever 
he burst into my home and with o’erweening spear 
despoil my maiden bower ! 

1 'Tydeus’ insolence (1. 387) was ‘‘ gain” to our cause; to 
it is now added that of Capaneus, which is like money put 
out at interest (réxos). 
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Scour 


Now I will tell of him who next drew his station 
at the gates. To Eteoclus, as third, the lot to hurl 
his band against the Neistan port leaped third from 
out the upturned helm of goodly bronze. His 
mares, in eagerness to fall at once upon the gate, 
chafe in their frontlet-bands as he wheels them to 
and fro; their muzzle-gear, filled with the breath 
of their proud nostrils, pipes in outlandish style. 
In no paltry fashion hath his shield been blazoned. 
A man in armour mounts a ladder’s rungs to his 
foeman’s fortress, bent on its destruction, and he 
also cries aloud, in words their letters frame, that 
even Ares could not hurl him from the battlements. 
Against him likewise do thou send one upon whom 
thou canst rely to avert from our city the yoke of 
slavery. 


ETE£0cLEs 


Here is the man whom on the instant I would 
send—and he’s fortune’s choice, methinks. [Exit 
Megareus.| Lo, already he is gone, with his two 
hands to do his bragging, even Megareus, Creon’s 
seed, of the race of the Dragon’s blood. Not one 
step will he stir him from his gate, daunted by the 
noisy snorting of rampant steeds; but either he 
will by death pay the full charge of his nurture to 
his native land, or he will capture even two warriors 
and the fortress on the shield, and with his spoils 
bedeck his father’s house. Another and his boast- 
ing !—and stint me not thy tale. 
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Corus 


O champion of my home, I pray that fortune may 
be propitious unto him and hostile unto them. As 
in the frenzy of their souls they utter arrogant 
boasts against the city, so may Zeus, the Awarder, 
turn upon them an eye of wrath ! 


Scour 


Another, the fourth, hath as his station the port 
nigh unto Onea Athena, and advances with a shout 
—Hippomedon, stately in shape and of mighty bulk. 
And as he whirled round his mighty orb (’tis the 
circle of his buckler I mean) a shudder came upon 
me—gainsay it I cannot. No sorry craftsman 
sure was he, the blazoner, who wrought this work 
upon the shield—Typhon, belching from his fire- 
breathing mouth a murky smoke, flame’s flickerin 
sister; and the encircling casing of his hollow- 
bellied orb is made fast to its ground by intertwining 
snakes. The champion himself has shouted his 
battle-ery, and inspired by Ares, raves, like a 
Baechant, for the fray, flashing terror from his 
glance, Well must we guard against the assault 
of such a warrior, for already at the port Terror 
makes its vaunt. 


E,reocies 


First Onea Pallas, whose abode is nigh, hard by 
the port, loathing the arrogance of man, will fend 
him off, like a chill snake from a nestling brood. 
To match him, man to encounter man, Hyperbius, 
Oenops’ trusty son, was chosen; for he is minded 
to make trial of his fortune in the stress of need— 


2 Bagoue" M, Bagovow rece,  % @vdas M, most mss., @uas N. 
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in form, ..: spirit, and in the fashion of his arms, 
without reproach. Fitly hath Hermes! confronted 
them ; for the man is at enmity with the man whom 
he will face, and hostile to each other are the gods 
upon their shields whom the twain will bring to 
battle. The one hath Typhon breathing fire, while 
on Hyperbius’ shield sitteth, firm and ready, Father 
Zeus, in his hand a bolt ablaze; and never yet, I 
trow, hath man seen Zeus o’erthrown. Such then 
on either side is the favour of the powers divine : 
with the victors are we, they with the vanquished, 
if Zeus, in truth, is mightier in battle than Typhon. 
And it is like that the mortal champions too should 
fare even as their gods; and so to Hyperbius, in 
accordance with his blazon, Zeus will prove a Saviour, 
for that he is set upon his shield. [Exit Hyperbius 


Cuorus 


Full sure am I that the antagonist of Zeus, since 
he beareth on his buckler the unloved form of the 
earth-born power, a semblance loathed of men and 
of the long-lived gods, will lay low his head before 
our port. 


Scout 


May it prove even so! But of the fifth I next 
report, of him appointed to the fifth, the Northern 
port full opposite the tomb of Amphion, son of 
Zeus. He grasps a spear, which, in his assurance, 


1 Hermes presided over contests and lots. 
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he holds in higher honour than a god and as more 
precious than his eyes; and by it he swears an oath 
that verily he will lay waste the city of the Cadmeans 
spite of Zeus himself. So speaks the fair-faced 
offspring of a mother that dwells among the hills— 
a warrior, half man, half boy, and along his cheeks 
the down is but now spreading, youth’s earliest 
crop, the thick upspringing hair. Savage of heart, 
in no wise suited to his maiden name,! and grim of 
glance, he now advances ; nor indeed doth he take 
his stand at the gate without his vaunt; for on 
his bronze-wrought buckler, his body’s orbed defence, 
he kept ever swinging to and fro our city’s shame, 
the raw-deyouring Sphinx, a burnished and embossed 
figure, cunningly riveted thereon. A man she bears 
beneath her, a Cadmean, so that this warrior may 
be chief target of our missiles. Tis like that, once 
arrived, he will do no petty trading in the fight, 
nor bring shame upon his long journey’s course— 
Parthenopaeus, of Arcadia. Of such sort is the man, 
and to make full payment for his goodly nurture 
unto Argos, wherein he dwelleth as an alien guest, he 
now utters such threats against our ramparts. May 
Heaven fulfil them not ! 


ErrEocLes 


Oh! would they might but get from Heaven the 
things whereof they dream, themselves with all 
their unhallowed boastings ; full surely then in utter 
ruin and in utter misery would they be destroyed. 
But against this Arcadian too, of whom thou tellest, 
we have our man, no braggart he, but his hand marks 


1 Parthenopaeus ‘‘ maiden-faced.” His mother Atalanta 
dwelt on Mt. Maenalus in Arcadia. 
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the thing to do,—Actor, brother to him I named 
before. He will not suffer words without deeds to 
pour within his gate and foster mischief, nor will 
he grant entrance to one who, on his foeman’s 
shield, bears the image of a monstrous and abhorred 
beast.. That beast outside his shield will have 
reason to reproach him who would bear her within, 
} when she is dealt many a hammering blow beneath 
) the city’s walls. If the gods so will, I may indeed 
|| prove true prophet ! [Lait Actor 


Cuorus 


His words pierce my heart, my hair stands on 
end as I hear the loud threatenings of these loud- 
boasting, impious men. Oh that the gods would 
overwhelm them here in our land! 


Scour 


Sixth I will name a warrior passing wise, a seer 
most valiant in combat, even mighty Amphiaratis. 
Posted at the Homoloid port, he assails stalwart 
Tydeus full oft with bitter names—‘‘ murderer, 
troubler of the State, Argos’ chief teacher in the 
ways of wrong, summoner of the Avenging Curse, 
minister of bloodshed, counsellor unto Adrastus in 
his present evil course.” Thereafter with uplifted 
eyes addressing thy own brother, valiant Polynices, 
he calls him by his name, dwelling twice upon its 
latter part,! and these are the words that passed his 

1 Polynices ‘‘ much-strife” (zrodd veikos). évdarovmevos, 
literally ‘‘ separating,” ¢.e. dwelling with emphasis on each 
separate part of the name, 
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lips: “ Of a truth is such a deed as this well pleasing 
unto Heaven, and to thy fame for men in days to 
come to hear and tell of—that thou dost ravage 
the city of thy sires and the gods of thine own race 
by hurling upon them an invading host? The 
mother’s fount'—what righteousness shall drain it 
dry? The fatherland—how shall it, through thy 
ambition vanquished by the sword, join its cause 
with thine? As for me, I shall enrich this earth, 
sepulchred, a seer, beneath a foeman’s soil. Let us 
fight! I look for no inglorious death.” In this 
wise spake the seer, holding at rest his buckler all 
of bronze. Blazon was there none upon its orb— 
for his resolve is not to seem the bravest, but to 
be; and he reaps the harvest of his mind’s deep 
furrowing, whence his sage counsels spring. Against 
him I would have thee send an antagonist both wise 
and brave. To be dreaded is he who reveres the 


gods. 


ETEOcLES 


Out upon the fortune of mortals that brings 
together the just man with the unrighteous! In 
every issue naught is more evil than evil partner- 
_ ship—the fruit thereof must have no garnering. 
The field of infatuation yields as its harvest death. 
_ It may be that the godly man, embarked together 

with sailors hotly bent on some piece of villainy, 
perishes along with the heaven-detested crew; or, 


1 my strictly means ‘‘ source, which consists in a 
athe owes ose this expression for ‘* mother, who is" 
the source of life,” the poet accommodates the verb to the 
literal sense of +7y7 rather than use a verb of slaying which 
would have suited the personal object. ate 
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in the other case, though just himself, if that he 
consorts with fellow-citizens who hate all strangers 
and remember not the gods, he falls, beyond his due, 
into the selfsame snare and is tamed when smitten 
by Heaven’s impartial lash. 

Even so the seer, Oecles’ son, a man sagacious, 
just, brave, and godly, a wise interpreter of Heaven’s 
will—leaguing, against his better reason, with un- 
holy, bold-mouthed men, who proceed in long train 
upon the road that is far to retrace 1—shall, by the will 
of Zeus, be dragged down in ruin along with them. 

I have, therefore, no thought that he will even 
attack the gates : not that he lacks mettle or because 
he is eraven of spirit, but he knows that it is his 
doom to meet his end in the fray, if there is to be 
fruitage unto the prophecies of Loxias—and he is 
wont either to keep silent or to speak what the 
hour demands. Howbeit, to encounter him, we will 
oppose a warrior, stalwart Lasthenes, a warder 
surly unto strangers at the city’s doors. Old is he 
in mind, but his flesh is at its prime, his eye 
quick to direct his foot, nor does he let his hand 
tarry for his spear to strike whatever is uncovered 
by the shield. Yet ’tis Heaven’s gift for mortals 
to succeed. [Lait Lasthenes 


Cuorus 


Hearken, ye gods, to our supplications in a 
righteous cause, and vouchsafe their fulfilment, even 
that fortune be with our city, and avert war’s horrors 
from us upon the invaders of our land! May Zeus 
smite and slay them with his bolt outside the walls ! 


1 The march of the army from distant Argos is compared 
to a lengthened-out procession. 
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Scour 


Last I must report of him at the seventh gate,} 
the seventh champion, thine own brother, and what 
fate he imprecates and invokes upon the city. He 
prays that, his foot set upon her walls, proclaimed 
as conqueror in the land, after raising a wild 
shout of triumph at its overthrow, he then ma 
close with thee, and if he slay thee, perish at thy 
side, or, if thou escapest with thy life, that he may 
requite thee in the self-same wise with exile even 
as thou didst thus dishonour him with banishment. 
Such menaces he shouts forth, and he calls upon the 
gods of his race and fatherland to have regard unto 
his prayers—a violent Polynices in very sooth. A 
buckler he bears, well-rounded and newly-wrought, 
with a twofold blazon cunningly fixed thereon ; for 
a being in woman’s form, advancing with modest 
mien, conducts a warrior in armed guise, fashioned 
in beaten gold. Justice, it seemeth, she declares 
herself, as the legend runs: “ And I will bring back 
unto his home this man and he shall have a country, 
and shall range in his father’s halls.” 

Such is the nature of the devices of their champions. 
[Do thou forthwith determine for thyself whom thou 
must send.}| Thou shalt find no fault with me for 
my report; but it is thy part alone to judge how 
thou must steer the ship of State. [Eait 


Errocies 


O maddened of Heaven and by Heaven deeply 
loathed, O steeped in tears, our house of Oedipus ! 
Woe is me! now indeed our father’s curses bear 

1 The ominous “seventh” is substituted for ‘the 
Highest ” ("Tyiorat). 
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avdpoty 8° duatwow Odvatos &8’ adbroxrédvos,® 
> ” ~ ~ ~ 
OvK €oTL yipas Todde TOO puudopaTos. 
1 rodvvetxer with final e in erasure, -velxn rece, 
2 cu M, ody rece. 8 rpooetre: B, Martin from schol. 
* ot7’ M many rece., o¥5’ rece. 
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‘their fruit in deeds —But it beseems me not either 
to weep or wail, lest a grief harder yet to bear be 
brought to birth. As for him so fitly named—this 
Polynices—we shall know anon to what end his 
blazonry will come; whether gold-wrought letters 
babbling upon his shield, along with witlessness 
_ of soul, shall bring him home. Had Justice, the 
7 virgin daughter of Zeus, attended his actions and 


, his thoughts, this might perchance have been. But 


as it is, neither when he fled the darkness of his 
mother’s womb, nor in his nurture, nor ever when 
he grew to youthful manhood, nor when the hair 
was gathering on his chin, did Justice accost him 
and claim him as her own. Nor yet again do I 
think that now, when he does outrage to his father- 
land, doth she stand by his side, his champion. 
Aye, verily, Justice were all justly false in name 
were she to consort with one all-daring in his purpose. 
In this I put my confidence and will go forth and 
face him—I myself. Who else hath a claim more 
just? Chieftain against chieftain, brother against 
brother, foe against foe, I will take my stand. 
Quick, my greaves to fend off spear and stone ! 


Cuorvus 


Ah no, dearest of men, thou son of Oedipus, show 
not thyself like in temper unto him who utters such 
dire words. Nay, ‘tis enough for Cadmeans to come 
to close grapple with Argives; for of that blood 
there is expiation. But death dealt thus one to 
other by two of one blood—of that pollution there 


is no growing old, 


5 Aoqr" M: Wecklein. 6 trérpwy changed to merpav M. 
7 y¢épas M, xetpas rece. 8 atréxrovos M, atroxrévos mi, 
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ETEOKAHS 
elmep KaKOV pépor TUS, aicxvvns arep 
€oTw* povov yap. Képdos € ev TeOvnKdar 
685 Kkak@v b€ Kdoxp@v ovtw” ed«relav epets. 


XOPOS 
Ti pepovas,* TEKVOY ; py tice BupomAn- [oTp.a. 
O75 Sopizapyos® ara pepétrw* Kakod 8 
exBad* épwros apyav. 


ETEOKAHS : 


émret TO mpaypa Kdpr’ emomrépxet Oeds, 
690 iTw Kat’ ovpov Oya. Kexvrod Aaxov 
DoiBw orvynbev wav 7d Aaitov yévos. 


XOPOS 
> 
apodarrs o ayav ipepos e€orpv- [avr.a. 
veu TuKPOKApTOV avdpoxraciav® TeXetv 
aipwatos od Oeporod. 


ETEOKAHS 
695 = fidov yap exOpa® [ou maTpos TdAaw™" apa 
Enpots axAavrars 4, oppacw mpoolaver, 
Acyovaa KépSos mpdrepov borépov pdpov. 


XOPOS ‘ 


ard. od pr “motptvou: Kakos ov KEKA}- [o7p. fs 
on Biov ed Kupjoas: pedAdvaryis [8] odk® 


* pépovas M, » over om}, 2 uiris:. Aldina. 
3 Sopl udpyos M, Sopluapyos rece. 4 &Ban’ M, &xBadN m}, 
® dvdpon\actar M, dvdpoxraciay m} 
8 alcxpa M, éxOpa rece. 
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Errocirs * 

If indeed man should suffer ill, ‘let it be clear of 
dishonour ; for that counts as the sole gain when 
men are dead. But of ill coupled with dishonour 
thou canst not say aught that’s good. 


Cxorus : 
For what art thou so eager, child? Let not mad 


lust for battle fill thy soul and carry thee away. 
Cast from thee the evil passion at its birth. 


ETEocLes 
Since Heaven so urgently presses on the event, 
let all the race of Laius, that hath incurred Phoebus’ 
hate, drift adown the wind, apportioned to Cocytus’ 
wave ! 
Cuorvus 
Too savage a passion impels thee to a rite of: 
slaughter of unlawful blood; and bitter is the fruit 
thereof. 
ETEocLes 
Aye, for mine own father’s ruinous and hateful 
curse haunts my dry eyes that cannot weep and 
tells me first of gain and then of death.t 


Cuorus 


Nay, resist its impulse. A craven’s name thou 
shalt not bear since thou hast prospered well in life 


1 Literally ‘‘ gain coming before death that comes later.” 
The curse whispers ‘‘ slay him, then be slain thyself.” 


7 zehet M, redXela m4, redel’ recc.: Wordsworth. 
5 ovk: odk Arnaldus. 
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clot Sdwv ’Epwis, dtav ex yepav 
Geot Avoiay Séywvra;? 
ETEOKAHS 
Qcois pev 78n ws rapynpednucba, 
xapis 8 ad’ judv ddouevov Oavadlerar 
Tt obv €r dv catvoyrey dA€Pprov pdpov; 
XOPOS 
viv ore cou mapéoraxev* émet Saiuwv [davt. B. 
Ajjatos év tpomaia xpovia® perad- 
Aaxros tows dv €ADor Oedeuwrepw® 
amvevpatt: vov 8 ere Cet. 
ETEOKAHS 
e€elecer* yap Oidimov Katedypara* 
dyav 8 aAnbets evurrvie pavracuaTov | 
opers, TaTpwv xpnudtwy Sarrpror.® 
XOPOX 
mOod® yuvargi, Kaitep ob orépywv duws. 
ETEOKAHS ‘ 
Aéeyour” dv dv avn ti"? oddé Xp?) akpav. 
XOPOS 
bi Ans dSods ad rdéod? ed’ EBSduaus mUAaus. 
ETEOKAHS 
TeOnyuevov Tot pw’ odk dmapBdrvvets Aoyw. 
? The mark of interrogation is due to Tucker. 
2 dvrporata xpovla M, avrporaia xpévia m: Aldina, 


® daxdwrépy M, Padrepwrépw m! rece. : Conington. 
+ é&€fecav M, éétecev rece, 
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Will not the sable-palled Avenging Spirit quit the 
house, when the gods receive oblation at thy hands ? 


Erreocies 


The gods, it seems, have long since ceased their 
care of us. The service they value at our hands is 
that we perish. Why then should we longer fawn 
upon the doom of death ? 


Cuorus 


Now, when it stands close at hand. For the Evil 
Spirit shifting its mood perchance may veer, albeit 
late, and come with gentler breath. But as yet 
it rages in fury. 

Errocies 

Aye, made to rage in fury by the curse of Oedipus. 
All too true the phantoms of my nightly dreams ~ 
portending division of-our father’s heritage ! 

Cuorus 
Be ruled by women although thou likest it not. 


ETrrociEs 


Say aught that’s possible ; nor need ye speak at 
length. 
CuHorus 
Go thou not forth on this mission to defend the 


seventh gate ! 
Errocies 


Thy words, I tell thee, shall not blunt my sharpened 
purpose. 
se) dorjpex (o made from w) M, Sorjpcoe m. 

6 xeffov: Blomfield. 7 rls M, 7s m'. 
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XOPOS 


° \ ~ , 
viKny ‘ye pevTor Kal Kany TYULd Beds. 


ETEOKAHS 


a \ , ” 
ovK« avop’ dmXityv tobTo xpi) oTépyew Eros. 


XOPOS 
GW atrddeAdov afua Spépacbar Oéde1s; 


ETEOKAHS 


Gedy diSdvrwv odk av exdvyous Kakd. 


XOPOS 


méppika Tav WAeolouKov [o7p. a. 
Qeov, od Beots dpoiar, 

Tavaraby Kakopavrw 

matpos edkratay *Epwody * 

tehécar Tas mepiOvjrovs 

Kardpas Oidsidda Brabidpovos? 


mratdoAérwp 8 epis ad” drpver. ‘ 
E€vos 8€ KArjpous* emma, [avr. a. 


XdAvBos U«vOav® drovKos, 
KTedvwv xpnwarodatras 

mKpOs, @uoppwv aidapos, 

xOova vatew diamAas, 

ondcav Kal AOyévorow Karéxew, 
TOv peydAwy rediwv dpoipous. 


erel 8° dv® adroxrévws? [ozp. B. 
adroddukrot Odvwat, 


1 rrava\n4A M : Dindorf, 


. 


THE SEVEN AGAINST THEBES 


Crorus 
Aye, yet victory, though inglorious, is held in 
honour by the gods. 


E,TEOcLES 
No soldier may brook an utterance like that. 


Cuorus 


What! Wilt thou make thee harvest of thine own 
brother’s blood ? 
ETrocies 


From heaven-sent ills there’s no escape. [Exit 


Cuorvus 


I shudder in terror at the power divine, unlike all 
other gods, that bringeth desolation upon homes, 
that forebodeth woe unerringly, the Avenging Spirit 
invoked by a father’s prayer. I shudder at its 
working fulfilment of the imprecation uttered in 
excess of wrath by Oedipus distraught. This strife, 
deadly to his sons, stirreth it to work. * 

A stranger it is that apportioneth their inheritance, 
the Chalyb that hath come, a settler here, from 
Seythia, a ruthless distributer of wealth, even savage- 
hearted steel that hath allotted them as land wherein 
to dwell even so much as may be theirs to hold in 
death—disportioned of these wide demesnes. 

But when they shall have perished, slain by 


2 BdaWidpovos oldirdda: N (Triclinius). 
® éos 0° M, Epes &5' m’. 
4 «Ajpovs M! (7), KAjpors M? rece. 
5 gxvdav: Dindorf. 8 érei O' av M, erecdar rece, 
7 abrocrévwsw M, adroxrévws rece. 
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\ ho , y 
Kal Yala KOVLS TY 


pedasumayes « Gua potvior, 
tis av Kabappovs® mOpot, 
tis av ode + AOUGELED j @ 
movot Sowwv veow traAat- 
oto. ovppuyets KaKots. 


mraAavyevh} yap ey 
mapBactav* cdUrrowov" 
aidva 8 és tpirov péveut 
*AmdAAwvos etre Adios 
Bia,* tpls eiaovros ev 
pecoppdrors IvOuKots 
xXpnoTnpiots OvacKkovra® yév- 
vas atep owlew modw, 


xparnbels 8S &k Pidov, dBouduav* 
eyeivaro" ev popov ad7a, 
matpoxtovov Oidimddar, 

dare par pos dyvav 

amreipase dpoupav, wv” éerpadn, 
pilav aipardeoay 

érAa* mapdvo.a® ouvaye 


vupdiovs dpevwres." 


KaKGv S Gomep 9édacoa ow dye [avr. y. 


TO juev mizvov, ado &° detper 
tpixadov, 6 Kal repli mpvp- 
vav moAews KaxAdler. 
peragd oe dArd. bv oAtyou 
Telver, TUpyos ev cvper. 
Sousa Sarat Bacwredor 
py Aus Sapach7. 


[orp. y. 


Seige a 


THE SEVEN AGAINST THEBES 


kindred hands in mutual slaughter, and the dust of 
earth hath drunk their black and clotted gore, who 
can provide wherewith to purify? Who can wash 
away their stain? O house of misery, wherein new 
woes are blent with woes of old ! 

Aye, of ancient time is the transgression I recount, 
and swift its retribution: yet unto the third genera- 
tion it abideth; ever since Laius—in defiance of 
Apollo’s hest, albeit He thrice declared at Pytho, 
earth’s central shrine, that he must die without 
offspring would he save his realm— 

Eyer since he, overborne by the perverse counsel- 
ling of his nature, begat doom unto himself, even 
Oedipus, the son who slew his sire; the same who 
sowed his seed in a hallowed field, his mother’s 
womb, where he was nurtured to life,—and he came 
to endure a growth of blood. Madness it was that 
linked the infatuate pair. 

And now a sea of troubles, as it were, driveth on 
its billows; as one wave sinks, another, of triple 
crest, it reareth aloft, even that which now seethes 
about the ship of State. Narrow the space that 
stretches between as a defence—no wider than a 
wall. I am fearful lest, with our princes, our city 
be o’erthrown. 
1 ee 

1 ydovia: yata Herm. 
2 xddapex M, xdéapua m, dv over pa m', cabapuods rece. 
3 rapaBaclay M, waparBactay rece. : Porson. 
4 Bia M, Bia m. 

5 @ydoxovra M, Ovijcxovra m most mss. : Kirchhoff. 

6 gBoviay M, dBovdig or -as rece. : Dindorf. 
7 yelvaro M, éyelvaro LRN. 8 ern M, érAa m. 

9 zapdvolac with final « added M, vrapdvo.a? m. 


10 gpevodns M, Ppevdders m rece, 
11 gup M, odv rece. 
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tered" yap madaipdrwv apav* [o7p. 8. 
Bapetas karadAayai: ra 8? edod 
TeAopev”® od Tapepxerar. 
, 3 \ 4 , 
mpompuuva 8° €xBorav* déper 
770 avdpav aAdnoray 
oABos dyav mrayvvbels. 


fen dete) a \ / wee} , > 
TW’ avdpOv yap roadvs eOavuacav [avr. 8. 
Geot Kai Evvéorior médeos 6 
, a i Me a 
moAvBatos® 7” aydy Bporayv, 
115 Goov ré7’ OidStzovy Ttlov, 
Tav apragédvSpav® 
Kip’ adeddvra xdpas; 


> A > > , 
eet 8° dptidpwv [o7p. €. 
eyeveto yéAeos aOALwy 
/ 243 uv ~ 
780 yapov, én’ dryer dvahopav 
Hawonéeva Kpadia® 
diduua Kan’ eré\ecev: 
natpopovy yxept trav 
, 10 > / 1 3 > 4 0 A 
Txpevocoréxvey opparar™ érdayyOn 


785 réxvois 8° dypias!? [avr. €. 
edicev emixdrous Tpopas, 
aiat, muxpoyAdacous apds, 
Kal ode odapovduc 
dud. xepi™ zore Aaxeiv 
790 KTHpaTa’ vov Sé TpEew 
Ba) TeA€on Kapubimous *Epws, 


AITEAOS 


Oapoeire, maidSes bnTépwv 7eOpappevar. 
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For heavy is the settlement of curses uttered long 
ago when they come to their fulfilment; and the 
fatal account, once it is there, passeth not away. 
The wealth of gainful men, when grown too gross, 
is heaved overboard from the bottom of the hold. 

lor who of men was ever so admired of gods and 
of those that share with them the city’s hearth, 
the thronged gathering of men, as Oedipus was 
honoured that day when he freed the land of that 
deadly pest whose prey was man ? 

But when, to his misery, he came to know aright 
his ill-starred bridal, sore grieving at his pain, with 
frenzied heart he worked a twofold ill: with the 
hand that had slain his sire he reft him of his eyes, 
dearer to him than his own children. 

And against his sons, because of their cruel 
tendance, he launched malisons of wrath (ah me! 
malisons of bitter tongue)—even that they with 
sword in hand should in time to come divide his 
substance. But now I tremble lest the Spirit of 
Vengeance with hurrying pace may work their 
accomplishment. [Enter Messenger 


MessENGER 
Be of good cheer, mother-bred children that ye 


1 7é\ecx M, a in erasure and a or o over a m!: Dindorf, 
2 dpal: Bothe. 3 arehouev’ M, redduev’ m}. 

4 éxBokGv M, éxBoddv ml. 5 aéd\ews: méXeos 6 Dindorf. 

® odtiBorés: Blomfield from schol. M. 

7 alov: Weil. 8 dvapratdvdpay: Herm, 
9 xapdla mss. except N (xpadig). 
0 kpeloow réxvev M, xpecoooréxywy m. 
ll §’ da’ 6updrov M most ss., dupdrov N. 
2 doalas: Francken. 13 rpopas M, rpodas P marg. 
4 giaxerplac: Porson. 
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modus mépevyev 4S Sovdvov' Luydv: 
méerTwKer” avdpav oBpiuwv Koumdopata* 
795 mods 8 ev eddia te Kal KAvSwvlov 
A ~ LA > 297 
modAaior mAnyais dvrdov obk eddéaro. 
oreyer d€ m¥pyos, Kat mUAas depeyyvous 
eppagdwecba® wovodxovor mpoordrais: 
Kadds* exer Ta Actor’, ev EE mudAdpacr: 
800 tas 8 €Bdduas 6 cEuvos €Bdopayérns 
avaé ’AmdMuww elder’, OiSiov yéver 
LA wi C3 / 
Kpaivwv madatas Aatov SucBovaAtas. 


XOPOS 
/ > lod , Me / 

ti 8 €ort mpaypa vedKorov méXeu méov; 
AITEAOS 

modus a€oworat’ Baowrées® §? opdo7ropor— 
XOPO 

805 “tives; Ti 8 elas; mapadpove PoBw Adyou 

ATTEAOS 


n a » a7 , 7 
ppovotca viv dxovoov: Oidtzov téKou— 
XOPOS 
n> \ 8 / /, PR ~ ~ 
ot “yw* rddawa, pdvris etul tov KaKdv. 
ATTEAO 


00d” dudirtéerws uty KaTEoTOSnLEvoL— 


1 Sotevov M, dot\uov H, 2 mwérrwxev 5° M, rérrwxer rece. 
® édpatdueda M, -weoba rece. 4 Kadds M, 8’ superscr. m', 
® Bacthéws M, -cis superscr. m}, Baowdées rece, 
® Transposed from after 810: Weil. 
7 réxos M, yévos superscr. m: Heimsoeth. 
8 ol éy®: Canter, 
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are. Our city has escaped the yoke of servitude ; 
the boasts of the mighty men have fallen to the 
ground. The ship of State is in smooth waters and 
for all the sore buffeting of the surging billows hath 
shipped no sea. Her walls are proof, and we have 
bulwarked her ports with champions who in single- 
handed fight have redeemed their pledge. In the 
main, all goes well—at six portals ; but the seventh, 
the august Commander of Sevens,! lord Apollo, took 
unto himself, fulfillimg upon the house of Oedipus 
the follies wrought by Laius in days of old. 


Cuorus 
What fresh event is there further to afflict the 
city ? 
MessencerR 
The city, it is safe! But our princes, of the 
self-same seed— 
Cuorvus 
Who? What is’t thou meanest? My wits are 
distraught from dread of what thou hast to tell. 


MESSENGER 


Keep now thy wits and listen. The sons of Oedi- 
pus— 
Cuorvus 
Ah, unhappy that I am! I am a prophetess of ill. 


MESSENGER 
In truth, past all questioning, smitten to the dust— 


1 An obscure designation of Apollo, often referred to the 
tradition that he was born on the seventh day. The adjective 
looks like a military title, but divisions of seven are unknown. 
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XOPOS 
a a . vi 
exetO. Ketabov!; Bapéa 8” obv Spws dpdoor. 


/ 


ATTEAOS 
810 805 "dvdpes? reOvGow ek xepav* adroxroévwv5 


XOPO= 
ovTws ddeAdais yepolv jvatpov?” dua’; 


AITEAOS 
ovtws 6 Saiuwy Kowds qv dpdotv dyav? 
abros 8 dvadot S4ra dvorrotov yévos, 
Towadra xaipew Kat Saxptecbar mapa 
815 mAw wey ed mpdocovaay, of 8 émoraru, 
disow otparnyd, SieAaxov adupnrAdrw 
UK’ oidipa KTNUaTwWY TapmTnotay. 
eEovor 8° Fv AdBwow ev Tahh x9ovds, 
matpos Kat’ edyds dvomdtpws® dopotpuevor. 
820 "[médus o€oworat: Baoréow" §? Opoomdpow 
mérwKev alua yat™ sa’ aMrjArAwy dove] 


XOPOS ‘ 
® peydre Zed Kat mroAvob you! 
‘ a A / 4 
Satpoves, of 83) Kddpou avpyous 
Tovade pvecbe,™ 
825 TOTEpov xYaipw KatroAoAvEw 
1 xetoOov'M, nX superscr. m, «#\@ov other mss, 
* Transposed from after 804: Weil. 
5 dvdpes: Porson, * xepav M, xepav rece, 
° adroudrwy M, xroven superser, (m ?). 
® dyav: dua Nauck. 7 dua: dyar Nauck, 
* dvoméruous: Headlam, ®[ ] Butler, 
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Cuorus 


Do they lie yonder? Dread though thy tidings 
be, yet speak out plainly. 


MEssENGER 
Dead are the men, by hands that slew their own, 


Cuorus 
Were they slain together by hands thus close akin?! 


MESSENGER 


Thus all too equal was their destiny to them both. 
Of itself alone, in very truth, it maketh an end 
of the ill-starred race. Cause have we here for 
joy and tears—joy, for our city’s favouring fortune ; 
whereas the leaders, the commanders twain, have 
portioned out the fulness of their wealth with 
hammered steel of Scythia; and they shall possess | 
whatever part of land they shall receive in sepulture, 
swept by their ill-starred destiny adown the blast of 
their father’s curse. [Saved is the city; but our 
princes, of the self-same seed—earth hath drunk their 
blood, shed in slaughter each by the other’s hand.] 

[Lait 
Cuorus 

O mighty Zeus and powers divine that guard our 
city, ye who in very deed protect these walls of 
Cadmus! Am I to rejoice and raise a shout of 


1 ¢.¢. both by birth and in cruelty. 


10 Bactdelow M rece., Baordéouw rece. 
Mt yay M, yai m', 2 trodia(c)ovxyo.: Pauw. 
13 jhece M? (changed from piec@a: M’) rece. 
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m0rews dowel towrpe . ., 
7) Tovs moyepods Kal dvoSaipovas 


830 aréxvous Kratvow TroAeuapxous ; 
, 


“a a? > ~ > > 
ot dir’ bp0As Kar’ erwvuplay 
Kal mroduverkeis 

@drovr’ doeBei* Svavoig. 


® péAawa Kal rerela [orp. a. 
/ Pines > > id 
yeveos Oidimou 7” dpd, 
, 4 
KaKov me Kapdiav® tt TepiTitver Kpvos. 


835 eérevEa TUuBw pédos 
\ 


Ouvds afwatoorayets 
vexpovs KAvovoa Svaudpws* 
Gavdvras: 4 S¥copus a- 

Se Evvavdia Sopds. 


840 e€érpatev, ob8’ dmetmev [avr. a 


/ > , / 
matpobev ederaia ddris- 

‘\ 2 ah la 
Bovdat 8 dmoror Aatov SunpKeoar, 
Hépyva 8 audi mrddw: 

Géogar’ odk auBAvveras. 
id modvoTovor, 768” hp- 

i 5 Ly > > 
yacac8” dmoarov: Abe § ai- 
axTa mipar’ od Adyw. 


7d8° adbrddnda, mpodrros® dyyédov Adyos: 
SumAat pépyuvar,? TSidupdvopa’ 


1 cwrijpe M, cwrnpla rece. 
2 doeB8H corrected to doeBet M. 
5 kapdla M, xapdtay Cant. 1, 2. 
* duvogdpws M, dvcudspws schol., rece, 
5 elpyardod’: Tucker, 6 pxros M, odx in erasure m’. 
7 Sumdaly wepluvaw M, durdat Mépimvat mM rece, 
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triumph that no scathe hath befallen the safety 
of the city, or am I to bewail our warrior chiefs, 
hapless, ill-starred, and childless? All too true to 
their name, and “men of much strife ”’ indeed, have 
they perished through their impious intent. 

O black curse inherent in the race, the curse of 
Oedipus, that hath now worked its full. completion ! 
A chill of anguish falls upon my heart. “Tis for a 
tomb I frame my song, inspired by frenzy when I 
hear of their death by an evil doom and of their 
corpses bedabbled in blood. Mournful, indeed, is 
this Song of the Spear. 

It hath worked out its end nor hath it wearied 
—the sentence imprecated by their sire. Laius’ 
resolve, made in disobedience, hath held its course ; 
and I am anxious for our city—the warnings of 
Heaven lose not their edge. ; 

[The funeral procession with the bodies of 
the brothers comes into view - 


O fraught with sorrows! Ye have wrought in this 
a deed passing all belief. Woes meet for groans 
have come in very truth. 

Yon spectacle hath no need of interpreter: that 
whereof the messenger made report is here before 
our very eyes. Twofold our distress—disasters two- 


1 This passage has also been taken to deprecate as in- 
auspicious the previous ode (720 ff.) because it was sung 
during the combat of the brothers: “’T'was for a tomb I 
framed my song when, inspired by frenzy, I heard (prophetic- 
ally owns Ill-omened, indeed, the contest of the spear to 
such an accompaniment.” 


8 dd0u' M, dlduw’ m, dvopéa M rece., didupdvopa, didupardpea 


rece, 
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tm 7 Ne / / 
Kak adropova, dijroipa Té- 
Acta tadet m7dOn. Tt $a; 
tt 8 ado y? 7 mdvou mover 
Sduwy ep€orior; 
GAAa yowr,? & ida, Kar’ ovpov 
épéover dudl Kpati mopumysov xepotv 
mitvdov, ds atev dv’ "Ayépovr’ auetBerar 

Us 
Tav doroAov® weAcyKpoxov [vavaroAov |! ewpida, 
tav aoriBH aéAAwvi, Tav dvdAvov 
mdveorov eis abavi te xépaov. 
> \ A Ad > aQ> Loh, | a 
aAAa yap Hove’ aid’ emt mpayos 
‘ > / > 9939 9 Pa 
muxpov “Avrvydvy 7 78° “Lopurjvn, 
Opivov adeAdoiv: odk duduBdrws 
la > > ~ ? la 

olwal of? epardv é« BabukdArwv 
ornléwy yoew dryos émd€ésov. 
nds 5€ dikn mpdrepov dijuns 

A ta / > 7 > 4 
tov dvaxédaddv 8 vpvov "Epwvos 
layetv ’AiSa 7’ 

? nae a? >? a 

exOpov® marav” emyréArrew. 
id, dvoadeAdpdrarar macav drdcat 
otpodov éeabijaw repuBddovrar, 
Kraiw, orévopar, Kat ddAos oddels 


pn °K Ppevds dpOds pe Aryatvew. 


iw ie dvadpoves, [o7p. a. 
pirwy dmoror Kai kaxdv arptpoves, 
1 ra M, rdde rece. 2 yéov M, yowy rece, 
3 Garovoy M, daroXor rece. * [vatoro\or] Stanley, 


5 éydpav M, éxOpdv m). 

° The distribution of the parts to 957 is uncertain. The 
ascriptions in the mss. to chorus and semichorus, Antigone 
and Ismene, are inconsistent and rest on slight or on no 
ancient tradition, 
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fold of warriors slain each by the other’s hand, 
these woes of double doom now come to fulfilment. 
Ah, what words have I wherewith to name them ? 
What else indeed save sorrows born of sorrows that 
haunt the liearth ? 

But come, my friends, adown the wind of your 
sighs, ply with your hands about your heads the 
speeding stroke,! which alway over Acheron wins 
passage for the dark and sable-sailed mission-ship 
unto the shore whereon Apollo sets not foot nor 
sunlight falls, unto the shore invisible, the bourne 
of all. 

But soft! Here come Antigone and Ismene for 
their sad office—to chant the dirge over their brothers 
twain. Not in insincerity of grief, methinks, will 
they pour forth their sorrow in fitting strain from 
their fair, deep-bosomed breasts. But it is meet 
for us, ere their voice be heard, to raise the dismal 
chant of the Avenging Spirit and to sing thereto 
the hateful triumph-song of Death. 

Ah, sisters most unhappy in your brethren of all 
women who clasp their girdle about their robes ! 
I weep, I moan, my shrill strains come from my very 
heart in all unfeignedness. 

Alas, alas, ye misguided ones, whom friends could 
not persuade, nor misfortune tire, who to your 


1 As the souls of the brothers are now being conveyed 
aeross Acheron in Charon’s boat, the Chorus in imagination 
aid their passage by the ritual of mourning, Their song of 
lamentation stands for the wind, the beating of their heads 
by their hands are the strokes of the oars. Contrasted with 
the grim vessel that transports all spirits to the sunless land 
of Hades is the ship that goes to the festival at Delos, the 
*clearly-seen ” island, the land of Apollo, god of light and 
health. 
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Sduous tarpdovs' éddv- 
Tes péAcou ody aiyud? 


feAcou 590” of peddovs Oavdrovs 
880 <Upovto Séuwv él Adu. 


i@ id Swpdrwv [dvr. a. 
<peupitoryor® Kal muxpas jLovapytas 
iddvres, 78n SufA- 

885 abe adv aSdpw.! 


kdpta 8 ddAnbA marpds OlSurdSa 
motv’ "Epwis éméxpavev. 


du’ edwvdjuwr rervppevor, [orp. B. 
TeTuppevor 6790",° 
890 OmoomAdyyven Te TrAcupwdtwy 
6 


aia? dayudvior, 

x A > > / 
aiat 8° avriddvey 
Bavdrwy dapat. 

895 Svayratay Aéyeis | mAayav ]" Sduorcr Kat 
owmacw meTrAaypévous, [evvérw | 
avavddtw péver ; 
dpaiw 7 é« marpds 

2.9 , ’ 
<ov >” dixddpor aéTmw. 

900 Surfer SE Kal wdAW aTovos, avr. 
orévovat mpyou, 
orever médov didavSpov: peeve? 
kréava 8" émvydvors, 

dv” dv aivoudpors, 

905 dv’ dv vetkos &Ba 
rg s , 

[xat}* Oavarou rédos. 
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misery have, by your prowess, won ruinous possession 
of your father’s house ! 


To their misery, indeed, they won for themselves 
a miserable death in the havoc of their house. 


Alas, alas, thou who wouldst have razed to the 
ground the walls of thy home, and thou who wouldst 
have seen thyself—to thy bitter sorrow—sole lord, 
now at length are ye reconciled by the help of steel. 


The awful Avenging Spirit of Oedipus, your sire, 
hath worked right true fulfilment. 


Smitten through your left sides, aye, smitten 
indeed—those sides that sprung from the selfsame 
womb! Alas, afflicted of Heaven! Alas, the curse 
with death requiting death ! 


Smitten, even as thou sayest, were they by a 
blow thrust home to house and life, through wrath 
unspeakable, and by the doom invoked by their 
sire’s curse, the doom they shared without discord. 


Through the city too passeth the sound of lamenta- 
tion; the battlements lament; the land that loveth 
its sons laments. But for those who come after 
them their wealth abideth, for the ill-starred 
wretches the cause, aye, the cause whereby their 
strife came to its end in death. 


1 mrarpwous dduous: Schiitz. 2 akg M, alyug m yp. 

3 épplraxor M, épprpirorxor ml, épewlroryor rece. 

4 After this verse M has ovx ér’ él piria adr énl piv 
dvexplOnre, rejected by N (Triclinius) as a scholium. 


5 Stra M. § Lacuna indicated by Lachmann. 
7 Foal Elmsley. * [évérw] Elmsley. 
® <ot> Wecklein. 0 weer: Weil. 
u 7’ M, 6’ Cant. 2 [kal] C. G. Haupt. 
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i} / > 2 / 8 
enowpacavto 8 o€vKdpdvoe 
Kripa’, dor tcov Aaxeiv. 
diadAakripe 8 odK 
dpeudheta’ didrors, 

29? > , ” 
otd’ emixapis “Apns. 


obapdmAakrou” pev &S’ Exovow, [orp. y. 
owapdmAakrow” dé rods jLévover,? 
Tax dv Tis €lrot, Tives; 


, Mm , 
Tapwv TAT PwWWwy Aayai. 


63° dudv* wad’ ayéras® tods 
mpomeumer Saiktip yoos av- 

TOGTOVoS, abTom LCV, 

daidhpar® [8’],’ od diroyabyis, er¥uws 
axpuxéwy ex® dpevos, & 

kAavopevas ov pwdber 

Toivde Svoty® dvaxrow. 


/ > > cal SF > , f 
mapeatt 8 eizety em’ aOXlovow [dvr. y. 
CS wp \ \ t w 
as ep€drnv Todd pev roXlras, 
E&vwv te mdvtwv orixas 
moAupOdopous ev Sai. 


Svodaluwrv ofw a™ rexodoa 
mpo Tacav™ yuvakdv dadcat 
TeKVoYyOVvoL KEKAnVTAL. 

mn) A Oe / ca A 
matoa tov avtas® néow abra Oenéva 

, > > € > #9? > lé 
Tovad’ erex’, of 8° BS” eredev- 

ak | > , 
Taoav v7 adAadoddvois 7 
‘ 

XEpow opoondporow. ' 
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They parted their possessions in the bitterness 
of wrath so that each hath equal portion, They that 
loved them hold not him blameless who wrought 
their reconciliation ; nor is Ares pleasing in their 
sight. 

By strokes of steel are they come to this, and by 
strokes of steel, there awaiteth them—what? one 
may ask perchance—a portion in their father’s tomb,1 

Our loud-resounding, piercing wail attends them 
—a wail of unforced sorrow, unforced pain, from 
minds distressed, wherein there is no thought of 
joy, and poured forth with tears in all unfeigned- 
ness from out a heart that wasteth as I weep for 
our two princes here. 

At the bier of the hapless pair it may be said that 
they wrought many a deed unto their countrymen 
and also unto the ranks of all the foreign foe— - 
who perished in numbers in the fight. 

Ill-fated, beyond all women that are named with ~ 
the name of mother, was she who bare them. Her 
own child she took as her own husband ; she brought 
forth these sons; and they have thus perished by 
hands that dealt each other death, hands from the 
selfsame seed. 

+ As the brothers were to divide the substance of their 


dead father, their equal inheritance was the tomb, Aaxal 
means both “ apportioning of possessions” and digging.” 


1 Guewdia: Herm. 2 adnpdmAnkra M, -mraxroe Re 
3 After this verse M has reruppévoc 596’ 600 (p. 888). 
* iuwv: 86° auev Tucker. ® dxdeooa: Tucker, 
® datdpuv: Blomfield, 7 [6] P? Aldina. 
8 6’ éx M, éx rece. ® Sooty M, dvoty rece, 
10 roNirais all mss. except ext 2 (roNras) and F? (rohujrais). 
14M, aA. 
2 rporacay M, -Gy m. 18 airés M: Turn. 
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oudoropor dhra Kal maveAcOpor, [orp. 8. 


a > * 
diatopats od didots, 
/ 
Epide pawopeva, 
velKeos ev TedevTa. 


mémavrat 8° éxOos, ev 8€ yala 


{oa fhovopdrw* 


/ 2 /, 8° woos 
pepwerkra™ Kdpra 8” elo” dwayior. 
i‘. / 
muxpos AuTip veikéwv 6 mévTios 


cal \ 
etvos €k mupds ovbels 


axros*® cidapos: muxpds 5é ypnudrwv 
xaxos darnrds “Apns dpav* marpa- 


av’ TiBeis dAabi.® 


€xovot jotpav Aaydvres of? pédcor [avr. 8 


dr0ddTwv® axbdwr* 
bro b€ cuwpare yas 

~ ” ” 
mAobros aBuaaos éorat. 
ta mroAdots éravOicavres 


movout yevedy! 
teAevratar 8° émndddagéay 


> \ \ > \ / ta 
Apat rov dfdv vépov, rerpappévov 


mavrporm py yevous. 


a > 
coraxe 5° "Aras tpomaiov év mtAas, 
ev als eOeivovro, kat Svotv Kparn- 


oas €Anke Saipwr. 


ANTICONH 
A ” 
matobeis Ematoas. 


' povoppiry M, povopirw rece, 


2 wéuexrac: Kirchhoff, 
4 dp& M changed to dpav, 
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Of the self-same seed, in very sooth, they perished, 
and in utter destruction, in unloving severance, 
ending their quarrel by frenzied strife. 

Their enmity hath ceased. Their life hath been 
mingled with the blood-soaked earth. In very truth 
their blood is one. A ruthless resolver of their strife 
was that stranger from beyond the sea, the whetted 
steel, sped forth from fire; and ruthless was the 
cruel apportioner of their wealth, Ares, who made 
true their father’s curse. 

They have, the unhappy men, the portion allotted 
them of the burden of sorrow sent of Heaven. But 
there shall be unfathomable wealth—of earth— 
beneath their lifeless clay. 

Alas, with many a wreath of woe have ye crowned 
your house! But at the end of all the Curses raised 
their shrill song of triumph, now that the race is 
turned in utter rout. At the gate, whereat they 
smote each other, now standeth a trophy unto Ruin ; 
and victorious o’er them both, the Evil Genius stayed 
his hand. 

[The following antiphonal dirge is sung by the 
two sisters—Antigone standing by the bier 
of Polynices, Ismene by that of Eteocles 


ANTIGONE 
Smitten, thou didst smite. 


6 dnd with a over the first 7 M, ad709 rece. 
7 & or & rece. (not in M): of Wilam. 
® diocdérwv : Bothe. 9 axéwy: Schwenk. 
10 éravOjcavres: Bothe. 
1 yevedvy M, ye déduous (or dépu0s) rece. 
12 re\eura 8’ aid’ M, redevrata 6’ ald’ recc.: Herm, 
18 ggraxev M, éoraxe 5’ superscr. M or m. 
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ISMHNH 
1 oo » 1 , 
od 8 eGaves! Kataxravev, 


ANTITONH 
Sopt 8° éxaves— 

I3MHNH 
Sopi 8 baves— 

ANTITONH 

960  — reAcomrdvos 2 

I3MHNH 
HeAcorrabys. 

ANTIFONH 
izw yoos. 

I3MHNH 
irw Saxpu.! 

ANTITONH 
m™poKetoar— 

IZMHNH 

965 KaTakTds. 

ANTIFONH 
He. [ozp. a. 

IZMHNH 
Hes 

ANTITONH 


- / / 
fatveTar yoouor dpjv. 


1 &xraves: Herm. 2 uededrovos: Weil. 
3 Saxpua: Lachmann, + wpoxeloerat (M! apoc-): Herm. 
5 7é 7€ one speaker: Herm. 
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IsMENE 
And slaying, thou wast slain. 
ANTIGONE 
By the spear thou didst slay— 
IsMENE 
By the spear thou wast slain— 


ANTIGONE 
Unhappy in thy deed. 


IsMENE 
Unhappy in thy sufferings. 


ANTIGONE 
Let lament be poured forth. 


IsMENE 
Let tears be poured forth. 


ANTIGONE 
Thou liest prostrate— 


IsMENE 
Thou who didst slay. 
ANTIGONE 
Ah me! 
IsMENE 
Ah me! 
ANTIGONE 


My mind is maddened with wailing. 
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ISMHNB 
évros bé kapdla orévet. 


ANTITONH 


7A 94 , Tis 
tw iw mavdupre av. 


I3MHNH 
970 od 8 adre Kal mavdOXe. 


ANTIPONH 
mpos ¢girov [y’]® ébOuco. 


13MHNH { 
kat didov éxraves. 


ANTIFONH 

SimaAa AEyew—. 
I3MHNH 

Simda 8 Spav— 
ANTIFONH 


975 » a , , 
axbea ravde* 748” eyydOev. 


I3MHNH 
méAas ddeAdé’ ddeAdedv.t 


XOPOX 

icy Motpa Bapvddreipa poyepd, 
1 mavddxpure M rece., rodvddxpure rece,: Ritschl. 
2 gidov y’ most mss., plAov N. 


* dxxéwv roiwy M, dxéwy ybwv rece,: dxGea Smyth, ep. vl. 
Ag. 1101 ; r&vde Weil. 
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IsMENE 
And my heart within me moaneth. 


ANTIGONE 
Alas, alas, thou all-lamentable. 


IsMENE 
And thou also all-wretched. 


ANTIGONE 


“a 


By thine own thou wast slain. 


IsMENE 
And thine own thou didst slay. 


ANTIGONE 
Twofold to relate— 


IsMENE 
Twofold to behold— 


ANTIGONE 
Are these sorrows anigh unto those. 


IsMENE 
Anigh, kindred unto kindred. 


Cuorus 
O grievous Fate, thou bestower of affliction, and 


4 wé\as 5° ald’ ddeAGal: Heimsoeth. 
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/, 4, > 97 , 
motvid, tT Oidizov oxid, 
pédaw™ "Epwis, 4} weyaoberiss ts el. 


ANTIFONH 
980 é. [avr. a, 
I3MHNH 
2 Ley 
ne. 
ANTIPONH 


dvobdara mara*— 


I3MHNH 
cekev® ex duyds euol. 


ANTIFONH 
299 @ > ¢ / 
ovd’ ike?” ds Karéxraver. 


I3MHNH 
owbels S€ mvetp’ dadAccev. 


ANTITONH 
985 @reae* Sir” <dyav>? 
ISMHNH 
Weeet oar. 
kal Tov’ evdoducev. 


ANTIFONH 
TdAav yévos. 
IZMHNH 
TdAav 7dbos.’ 


1 né\awdr’: Porson, 2 7¢ he 5. whuara one speaker: Herm, 
8 édeltar’: Herm. 4 dwéherev M, dmddece rece., ddece N. 
5 <éyav> Weil. 8 768’: C. G. Schneider, 
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thou, awful Shade of Oedipus, black Spirit of Ven- 
geance, verily a mighty power art thou. 


ANTIGONE 
Ah me ! 
IsMENE 
Ah me! 
ANTIGONE 


Woes sad to behold— 


IsMENE 
Hath he shown me returning from exile. 


ANTIGONE 
But he returned not when he had slain. 


IsMENE 


Saved, he lost his life. 


ANTIGONE 
Lost it in very truth. 


IsMENE 
And took his life away. 


ANTIGONE 
Hapless race ! 
IsMENE 
Hapless misery ! 


7 rddava (rddawa PK, rdédav V) cal radiv M, rédava dor 
Q, rddav Kal aos rece, : Schiitz, 
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ANTIFONH 
Svorova K7}de’ opmaiwova. 


I3MHNH 
{Sivypa tpurdArev m™mpatov 2 é 


XOPOS 
i&* Motpa Bapvddreupa boyepd, 
morta 7” OlSimoy okid, 


HeAaw’ *Epwis, } peyaoters rig ef, 
ANTIFONH 
ov rot vw* ofoba diarrepav— 
ISMHNH 
° ‘ 
ad 5° oddéy vorepos pwabav— 
ANTITONH 


evel KatA@AOes és TOAwW, 


ISMHNH 
Sopds ye 78” avrnpéras, 


ANTITONH 
Odod. A€yew, 

ISMHNH 
orod 8 Spay. 

ANTITONH 


> 
ta aévog— 


1 Gudvupa : Weil. 
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ANTIGONE 
Grievous sorrows of kindred ! 


IsMENE 
Sorrows steeped in threefold woes. 


Cuorus ; 

O grievous Fate, thou bestower of affliction, and 
thou, awfvl Shade of Oedipus, black Spirit of Ven- 
geance, verily a mighty power art thou. 

ANTIGONE 
Now thou knowest it by experience— 


IsMENE 
And thou, who hast learned the lesson no later— 
ANTIGONE 
When thou didst return to the city. 
IsMENE 
Aye, to face him with thy spear. 


ANTIGONE 
Dread to relate ! 
IsMENE 
Dread to behold ! 
ANTIGONE 


Ah, the grief— 


2 After this verse M has 6dod Aéyew ddod 5’ dpav brought 
from 998-9: rejected by N (Triclinius), 

3 dy (not in M) recc., iw ia NF, 

4 yuv M, vw rece. 5 id i& M, tl rece. 
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ISMHNH 
2A Us 
ta KaKa— 
ANTICONH 
Sdpac Kat yori. 
ISMHNH 
A , > > , 
m™po mavtwv 8 éeuoi. 
ANTIPONH 
‘ ‘ / > > , 
Kal TO mpdcw y’ euol. 
ISMHNH 
id id 8vordvwr' Kakav, avaé* 
ANTITONH 
rN , , 8 
tw TavTwv ToAvaTOVwTaTOL. 
IZMHNH 
214 A ” 5 
tw ta" Sapovdvres dra. 
ANTITONH 
id td,* 708 ade Ojoopev xOdv0s; 
I3MHNH 
hk > 6 s 
tW, O7T0U < OTL» TiLiwraToY. 
ANTIFONH 
A > Bi a ‘ 4 
lw tw, Tua matpl mdpevvov. 


1 Suerdvwv M rece., dvordver NE P 


° After 1005 in margin of M éreéxXeus dpxnyéra. 
» -movisrare G, -crovérara F, 
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IsMENE 
Ah, the ills— 
ANTIGONE 
Unto home and land. 


ISMENE 
Before all unto me. 


ANTIGONE 
And farther unto me. 


IsMENE 
Alas, alas, for thy grievous miseries, my prince. 


ANTIGONE 
Alas, O ye of all mankind most lamentable. 


IsMENE 


Alas, alas, O ye possessed of an evil spirit by your 
fatal folly. 
ANTIGONE 


Ah, where shall we lay them in the earth? 


IsMENE 
Ah, where their honour is the greatest. 


ANTIGONE 


Alas, alas! To sleep by their sire’s side and to 
his sorrow. [Enter a Herald 


ee ee RLEEE EE 


4 im M, te le rece. 5 éy dra M, arg rece. 
8 “’grt> Dindorf, 
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KHPYE 
doxobvra Kal Sd€avr’ amayyérew pe xp) 
djpov mpoBovros tHOde Ka8yelas modews* 
"EreoxAéa pv Tovd’ én’ ebvoia yOovds 
Oarrew edofe yas didas karaoxagats: 
otTvydv yap éx@pods Odvarov ctAer’ év méAeu 
iep@v matpwdwy 8 dawos dv poudhs &rep 
TéOvnKkev obmep Tots véows OvjoKew® Kaddv. 
otrw pev audi robs éméaradras A€yew: 
tovtov 8° ddeAdov rdvde Toduvelxous vexpdv 
e€w Barciy dOanrov, dprayiy xvoly, 
ws ovr’ dvactathpa KaSpyelwv xOoves, 
et ui) Oe@v tis eumoddv Earn Sopl 
T@ 706d’. dyos 8€ Kal Oavdy Kexrhoerat 
bev matpwwr, ods dtysdoas 6de 
otpdrev. émaxrov euBadrdyv foe. modw. 
ovTw meTHVvav OVS’ br’ oiwvdv SoKet 
tadgévr’ driwws todmriwov daBeiv, 
Kat un0 duapreiv ruuBoxdsa Yerpdpara 
Lr’ d€vucdArots tpoccdBew oipdypaow, 
atyrov etvat' 8 éxdopas pidwv bro. 
tovair’ edofe® tHe Kadpelwv réret. 


ANTITONH 
ey) dé Ka8uetwr ye mpoordrais dey 
Hy yn tis dAdos sovde ovvOdarew Oédy,® 
> / - / > A / ~ 
eyo ade Odibw Kava Kivdvvov Bard 
1 eivaia M, etvoig rece. 
2 rarpwwv M}, x. 6¢ M? or m, and rece, 


8 @vycxew M: Kirchhoff, 
* driwoy 8° (5 deleted) etvar 5’ M, drimov 8° elva V, dripov 


elvac most rece. 


© €d0tev M, &dote rece. § Gé\x M, 0édy rece, 
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HerALp 


It is my duty to make proclamation of the good 
pleasure and decree of the Council of our city of 
Cadmus that hath in charge the interest of its 
people. 

Kteocles, who lieth here, seeing that he hath shown 
loyalty to his country, it is decreed to bury with 
kindly interment in its soil; for that, hating the 
foe, he courted death in the city, and pure of offence 
towards the shrines of his fathers he hath fallen, 
free of reproach, where it is an honour for the 
young to fall. Thus, touching him, it hath been 
enjoined upon me to proclaim. His brother Poly- 
nices, however, who lieth there in death, is to be 
cast forth unburied, a prey to dogs, since he had 
been the destroyer of the land of Cadmus, were it 
not that some one of the gods had thwarted him 
by the spear of his brother who lieth here; and . 
even in death he shall retain the stain of his guilt 
against his fathers’ gods, to whose dishonour he 
would fain have captured our city by hurling against 
it an alien host. Wherefore it is decreed that he 
gain his guerdon—unhonoured burial by winged 
birds; and that no service of hands attend to pile 
his barrow nor mourners do him honour with shrill- 
yoiced lament; but that he be refused the grace 
of funeral rite by loving hands. Such, in respect 
of him, is the decree of the Cadmean powers. 


ANTIGONE 


Yea, and I declare unto your Cadmean rulers— 
if none other be willing to take part with me in 
burying him, I will bury him, and I will risk the 
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1035 Odxbac’ adeAdov tov eudv, od8” aicydvoyat 
Exova’ amorov rivS° dvapytay médnet. 
Sewov 76 Kowdy ondrdyxvov, of TrepvKapier, 
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Tovrov" dé adpxas oddé kothoydoropes 
AvKor omdcovrar® pu7) Soxnodrw rw. 
tapov yap adr® Kal KatacKkadas éyd, 
yur mep obca, THOSE LnxXavicopat, 

1045 KoArw dépovoa Buaatvov meTAwLaToS. 
cadry Kadvibo, unde tw Sdén mddAw: 
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KHPYzZ 
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avow oe" pn TEpiood Kynptocew epol. 
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ANTITONH 
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peril of burying mine own brother; nor do I feel 
shame thus to be an unsubmissive rebel to the State. 
Strange power—the bond of common blood whence 
we are sprung, from wretched mother and unhappy 
sire. Therefore, O my soul, in sisterly loyalty of 
heart take willing part in his distress with him who 
has no will, the living with the dead. . His flesh no 
gaunt-bellied wolves shall rend—let no one 
“decree”? me that! Woman that I am, I will 
contrive for him a burying and a grave, bearing the 
earth in the folds of my linen raiment. With my 
own hands I will cover him. Let no man “ decree ”’ it 
otherwise. Courage! I shall find the means to act. 


Heraip 
I charge thee not thus to bid defiance to the State. 


ANTIGONE 
I charge thee, make no idle proclamations unto me. . 


HERALD 
And yet ruthless is a people that hath emerged 
from peril. 
ANTIGONE 
Let it be ruthless! Unburied he shall not be. 


Heratp 


What! Wilt thou honour with burial him whom 
the State detests ? 
ANTIGONE 
Long since the question of his honour has been 
settled by the gods. 
~~ 4 ge: Tucker. 
5 7095’ od: Paley from schol. 
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1070 
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HeEraLp 


Nay, not until he cast into peril this land of ours. 


ANTIGONE 


He suffered ill and made return with ill. 


Heratp 


Ave, but this deed of his he wrought against all, 
. ot against one. 
ANTIGONE 


Strife is the last of gods to close dispute. I will 
bury him that lieth here. Spare thy flood of talk. 


HeEratp 
Well, follow thine own will. But I forbid thee. ; 
[Exit 
Cuorus 


Alas, alas! O Vengeful Spirits, Ministers of 
Death, who make high vaunt over the ruin of a race, 
who have thus destroyed, both root and branch, the 
stock of Oedipus! What course must I pursue? 
What action take? What plan must I devise? 
How can I haye the heart neither to bewail thee 
nor to escort thee to thy tomb? But I am adread, 
and shrink in terror of the townsfolk. Thou indeed 
shalt find many to lament thee ; while he, shall he, 
unhappy one, depart unmourned, his only dirge a 
sister’s tears? Who could consent to that ? 


2 rium M. riuBov rece. ® Opnvos M, Opjvor rece, 
4 qelOoiro M, ridoiro rece, 
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Finst Haty-Crorus 
Let the State doom or doom not those that sorrow 
for Polynices. We, at all events, will go and in 
funeral train join her in burying him. For all our 
race hath portion in this sorrow; and what a State 
approves as just changes with changing times, 


Srconpn Hair-Cruorus 


And we will go with this other corpse even ag 
the State, and justice, too, approves. For after 
the blessed gods and mighty Zeus, he it was who 
saved the Cadmean realm from sinking, overturned, 
beneath an alien surge of men, he most of all, 

[Lveunt omnes 
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Io Pr. 635, 788, 815, S. 292, 
535, 573, 1064 

Tonian, Ionians, P. 178, 563, 
771, 899, 950, 951, 1011, 
1025 

Ionian sea Pr, 840 

Ismene Th; 862 

Ismenus, a stream close to 
Thebes on the east, Th. 
273, 378 


Keres, vengeful spirits of the 
dead, Th. 1061 
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